Alan Bennett Suggests you turh over a New 
leaf in 1gg7 with the LONndon Review of Books 


2 January I997 
‘Sent a complimentary (sic) copy of Waterstone's Literary Diary 
which records the birthdays of various contemporary figures. 
Here is Dennis Potter oun 17 May, Michael Frayn on 8 September, 
Edna O'Brien on 15 December, so naturally I turn to my own 

` birthday. May g is blank except for the note: first British 
Launderette is opened on Queensway, London 1949. 


— unpublished fragment from Alan Bennett's 1997 Diary 
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John Vidal the cost to the environment totalletl 
| bln u year, but almost tipled 


IT, INTELLIGENCE, political analysis, literary criticism and 
| RRESPONSIBLE and shorl- | hidden subsilius — spelt 1s lix ox- 


mirth. These and more are available for your intellectual 
pleasure this year and for years to come in the London 
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reconsider ils subsirlies aul far [ie 
development of renewable enrgy. 

In Nairubi, the UN Environment 
Agency warnerl {hut almost 3 billiou 
peuple would be sevorely shart uf 
waler williu AO years, Ld Cuver- 
ig L2 billiit dcres — aft iareil 


wr by spentling billions uu 1he (lu- 
vrucilop of JlaDd, reaps and Ile 
nmınispbhere, accoreling 10 three 
repurls publislıccl iis week. 

lu language Liat cuts through thie 
"grernwash" of governments anl 
crparations, the United Nalians, @ 
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Review of Books ~ said by Alan Bennett to be ‘the liveliest, the most 
serious and also the most radical literary magazine we have'. Besides 
Alan Bennett himself, ıgg7 will bring articles by such writers as Adam 
Phillips, Marina Warner, Ian Hamilton, David Sylvester, Andrew 


O’Hagan, Jenny Diski, James Wood, John Lanchester, Jenny Turner, Iain 
Sinclair, Michael Wood, Perry Anderson, Martha Gellhorn, Neal 


Washinglon think-tank anl Bntish j more hau 14 limes lurger than 
KuVuTtMCIL( tlvisers inlepondenly | Brilain — dlready had moderate tu 
Uitim hat governments are not ml | severe soil version in Africa, most 
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War-battered nation rushes to polls 


international brcly nwnitoring the 
elections, reported that it hacl re- 
ceived no threats to ils observers, 
who monitored polling İn mare tlıaıı 
halfthe republic's stations. 

However, it is hard to see lınw 
the euphoria uf choosing nn clecied 
leader will survive the reality of life 
in a country one half of which is 
destroyed. 

Aslan Maskhadov, wito forced 
Russian troops out of Chechnia with 
a combination of warfare and diplo- 
macy, appeared certain of a clear 
victory on Tuesday in the presiden- 
tial pails. The likely result will lend 
welght to the mainly Muslim re- 
gion's demands for secession from 
Russia. 


Algerla descends 3 


“We are guing lo run out of ballol 
papers if this keeps up. It's 1e nıım- 
ber of refugees who are entitled to 
vote — there are too many of thenı,” 
said Pietinıal Barachanova, a 
teacher who had volunteered to run 
the polling station. The same cupho- 
ria was repeatedl (lhoughouıt Clheche- 
nia on Monday. Half way through 
the day, the central election caın- 
mission said it would extend the 
polling by rwo hours. 

After all the bombs and rockets, 
the rigged elections, the Mioscow- 
backed stooge reginıes that had 
been imposed on {his hardy people, 
thia was their chance to choose their 
own leader. They grasped it in both 
hands, as if Monday really was the 
first day of independence. Even the 
few ethnic Russians left in Cheche- 
nia were gripped by election fever. 

The Organisation for Security 


David Hearst In Grozny 


HE corridor of School Number 

One, a bombed-out shell of a 
builcling, was filled with more than 
1(%) people wlıo had been waiting for 
hours, If was not bread or pelrol 
they were queueing for, bul a 
chance to vote. 

Every 1Û minutes lhe door at the 
end of the blackedout corridor 
opened to lei a few more in. Beyond 
lay a room palpitating with excite- 
ment. Old women hobbled on the 
arms of their children. They 
pressed around the desks to show 
their Soviet passports, the old proof 
of identity they needed to register 
their name. 

They lined up with equal passion 
to have their right hand sprayed 
with a liquid that shows up under an 
infra-red liglıt, a safeguard against 


oceans were bring ovurfislhod anl 
nure (hı hrccajuarlers Gf thie 
warll's species were (lecliniug or 
ling extincliun because HüVOTI- 
ments werr nul addressing {he 
global envirunmenl crisis which 
could put the lives of billions of 
people in jeopardy. 

The agengy™ directur, Elizabeth 
Towdlcswcll, loll diplomats fron 
100 coumries that politicians were 
not grasping lhe seriousness of Uc 
situation. The world could not af 
forl to burn fossil fuels İf, as 
expected, population doublecl within 
50 years. 

Alternative energy sources 
ıneedecl to be vigorously pursuecl to 
prevent economic growth exacer- 
bating air pollution and hastening 
climate change, she sald. The world 
was consunling its natural re- 
sources Iaster than they could be 
renewed, but politicians "lacked a 
necessary sense of urgency” and 
were nol honouring pledges made 
at lhe 1993 Rio de Janeiro Earth 
Summit, when more than 150 na- 
tions agreed to strengthen environ- 
mental protection, 

The Worldwatch Institute's re- 
port supported her claims: “Too 
many governments are pursuing 
economic growth at any price, ig- 
noring the fact that the damage to 
the atmosphere and the oceans 
could severely disrupt the world's 
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| mblemis posed by (deteriorating 

: WAler, lul aBdl gir resources. 

1 ‘The triple assault bega in Waslı- 

, inglon where the Wurllwatch Iusli 

lle sull Weslern giûvcrmmenis 

: vure spending up tu SHO billion a 
var subsldising the tlestruction of 
eins, almospbere aul lanncl. 

More than $100 billion a year is 
spent subsiclising power stalions 
which worsen global warming, $300 

; billion encouraging destructive 

' farming anl overgrazing and $50 

| billion encouraging overfishing, 

said Christopher Flavin, joint author 

uf a chapter in State Of The World, 

! he institute's annual assessment of 
lhe global environment. Most subsi- 
dies, he said, go to the riclı. 

In ã separate report from its own 

advisers, the British governınent 
was criticised for speuding up to 
£20 billion ($32 billion) of taxpayers! 
money an environmentally damag- 
ng industry, energy and agriculture 
grants. 

The Panel On Sustainable Devel- 
opment, set up by John Major five 
Years ago and chaired by the former 
diplomat Sir Crispin Tickell, re 
ported that nothing less than “a dif 
{erent philosophy in local and 
nallonal government" will be able to 
avoid potentially crippling social and 
economic decline, 
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‘the iconoclasm is always there, but it is scrupulously democratic,’ Each 
issue gives you not only today’s best literary and political thinking, but 
also controversy, an open but not empty mind, a guarantee of fine but 
not pretentious writing — and even the occasional burst of merriment. 


OR PEOPLE WHO LOVE THE WRITTEN WORD, the LRB is 

required reading. Make a resolution this year to reward yourself 

with a subscription, and we will send you your first six issues 
absolutely free and save you an additional 15% on the cost of a year’s 
issues. For a limited time only, we will also send you as a new year's gift 
our beautiful LRB calendar featuring watercolour illustrations by LRB 


Ascherson, Hilary Mantel, Colm Téibfn, Jacqueline Rose, Tim Binding, 
Linda Colley and many others guaranteed to raise your hackles and your 
spirits. 


ITH ITS DISTINGUISHED ARRAY OF WRITERS, the LRB 
provides an unrivalled combination uf information, humour 
and opinion. Ignoring the traditional distinction between 
acıdemic and non-academic subjects, LRB contributors have 
unprecedented freedom and scope. As a result, articles can enıbrace 
immigration policy, Nijinsky's erotic poems, the Net Book Agreement, 
Michael Holroyd's aunt, Dennis Potter, the blue whale, the heritage 
business and Mystic Meg ¬ or even what itis like to be an undertaker. 
Once you've read these articles, you might find yourself agreeing with 
James Wood, who wrote in the Guardian that the London Review of 
Books is ‘a fine, scrupulous, and eccentric literary journal ... its 
contribution to British literary culture has been immense, but perhaps 
what most distinguishes it is its freedom to do what it wants.’ 


DMIRED NO LESS FOR ITS ORIGINALITY than for its erudition, 
the London Review of Books provides its writers and thinkers 
with a unique forum to air their considered views, probe 


prejudices and give vent to pet peeves. A critic in the Independent on Sunday 
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Albania leader 
wins powers 
to end riots 


Joanna Robartson in Tirana 


RESIDENT Sali Berisha 

assumed emergency powers 
last weekend as northern 
Albanla atood poised to join in a 
spreading wave of and- 
government protests over the 
collapse of pyranıid investment 
schemes. 

An emergency session of par- 
iament gave hin powcr to use 
the nıilitary to guard govern- 
ment buildings and kcep ronda 
clear. The army will also join the 
police to control unrest. 

The mcanurcs, designed to 
entl lwo weeks of protesta, were 
nyreed after morc than 20,000 
clemonsatrnors fought their way 
through riot police to storm into 
the main aquare în the capital 
Tirana, and then tricd to storm 
the parliament. 

The government announced 
earlier that il would com- 
pensate the victims of two 
schemea. It promised to begin 
puyments on February 5, uaing 
$301 million in cash aascta 
scized fram the two achemes. 
The sum ia a sizeable Increase 
on previous government Hfurcns 
and is cquni to 1 5 per cent of 
Albauin’s GDP. 

The IMF has already made it 
clear that the government i4 in 
no posilun to pay compensation 

fron ita own fuudls. 

The north joined thc déemon- 
stralions this weck, led by the 
clly of Shkoder, where more 
than 40,000 investors have losl 
out in one pyramid acheme. 

Trouble vas reported in 13 
other centres — including the 
southern port of Vlore, and tiie 
towns of Patos, Korce and 
Luahnje — aa the opposition 
capitalized on popular anger al 
the schemes, in which many 


savings. Demonatratora set fire 
to town halla, government build- 
ings, police stations and offices 
of Mr Berisha's rightwing 
Democratic Party. 

The prime minister, 
Alekaander Meksi, accused the 
Socialist Party — the former 
communists — of organising the 
demonstrations in an effort to 
regain power, a claim that 
seemed well founded. The 
Socialist Party sald it was 
preparing a statement calling for 
the resignation of the Meksi 
government and the jnstallation 
of an interim government of 
technocrats pending a general 
election, 1 

Ten of the high-interest 
pyramid achemee operated in 
AÃlbanla. Proteats began to 
spread last month wien twa of . 
the schemes were declarecl 
bankrupt. 

In pyramid schemes, as with a 
chain letter, mathematics 
dictatea that the number of new 
members requirecl {o service 
future recruits wiil eventually ; 
exçeedl the national population.. 
At this point the scheme will 
collapse, 

The proteats are not only anı 
expression of anger at the 
governmant’'a fajiura to regulate 
lhe achemes but algo a reflection 
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As Ihe bloodbath continued, Al- 
gerian newspapers and politicians 
criticised the government for its si- 
lence. Hocine Ait-Alhmed, exiled 
leader of the Front ùf Socialist 
Forces party, pleaded far United 
States mediation to end the conflict. 
Bui the government rejects SUggOS 
lions that il negolinte. 

President Zeroual finally spoke, 
promising {he "exteruuinalion" uf 
the fundamentalists and blaming 
“foreign forces" for a "plat" aguinst 
his cuunlr ¥. 

AÃ recenl reporl publisbed by the 
Ranl Corporulion, a lUuiuk-lauk irl 
California, cCunslitutes ıe suri uf 
“plot” to whicl Mr Zeroual 
referred. The report had beer 
ordered by the US army. It con- 
cluded that, one way or another, the 
fundamentalists would come to 
power in Algeria.— The Observer 


Comment, page 12 


JI a Kanda, paga s44. 


more civilians — including 10 
women and two children — at a 
farm to the south of (iie capital. 

“The war will continue and will be 
intensificd cdluring the month of 
Ramaclan," Anlar Zouabıî, the leader 
of the Armed Islamic Group, wrote 
in a tract distribuiecl in nıosçqucs last 
weck. “We have the means and the 
men to puuish those wlio are nol oll 
our sitle, Will tlie excceplion of those 
who aré with me, all uthers are 
infidels who deserve to dic,” 

The attacks reported lasl week 
took place in Algiers and its sur- 
roundings. No onc knows how 
many died elsewhere, since vast 
areas of the counlry are under a 
news blackout. Special permission 
is now required to travel within 
Algeria, Passports must be shown 
and immigration cards filled out for 
domestic flights. In the countryside 
the guerrillas ambush trains and 
buses. At road blocks they slaugh- 


frames from old school desks are used to deter ى‎ 
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explosion, apparently a sophisticated 
remote-controlled device, hit a bus 
from the military hospital at Ain 
Naadja as it ferried workers honıe. 
Sixteen were killed. A few hours later 
another bonıb killed a taxi driver in 
a parking lot next to the Martyrs’ 
Monuınent, the giant white stone 
ıncnıorial {o the dead of the 1954-62 
war ofl liberation against France 
wlıiclı dominates the Algiers skyline. 

The following day three morc 
bombs went off in Blida and Bou- 
farik, killing 1O more people. On 
Thursday last week the mayor ofl 
the Algiers slunı of Bachdjarah was 
shot dead. It is so clangerous to be 
relatecl to anyone in government 
that the mayor's family asked that 
his nane not be published. 

Another 30 people had their 
throats slashed, 26 in the village of 
Benramdane, south of Algiers, and 
four menıbers of policeman's 
family in a slum called Baraki. Last 
week closed with the massacre o15 


TERRIBLE machine haunts 
A the imagination of Algerians 

since a survivor of one of 
last month's village massacres 
recounted how Islamic fundamen- 
talist guerrillas arrived in a pick-up 
truck with a homemade guillotine in 
the hack. 

Gunmen rounded up the vil- 
lagers, who were forced to watch as 
one by one their neighbours were 
prepared for execution. Their hands 
and feet were trussed up andl news- 
paper was stuffed in their mouths. 
Then they were hoisted on to the 
truck for' decapitation. 

Since tlıe holy montlı of Ramadan 
began on January 10, guerrillas 
fighting to overthrow President 
Liamine Zeroual's regime have 
stepped up their bonıbings and mas- 
sacrcs. Since the beginning of the 
year at least 250 people have been 


killed in Algiers and the fertile 


Milidia plain around tho capitnl. 

At lhe village of Sidi Abdelaziz, 
men armed with axes and swords 
stormed a mosque at prayer lime 
and hacked to death 49 worshippers. 

In Belcourt, the working-class 
neighbourhood where the writer Ãl- 
bert Camus grew up, a car bonıb ex- 
ploded in he Boulevard Belouizdad 
after lhe evening tfar, the meal that 
breaks ihe dawn-to-dusk fast. 

With its pastry shops, sidewalk 
cigarelle venclors, cafés and cinema, 
the boulevard was a favourite venue 
for crowds during the long Ra- 
madan evenings — until 42 people 
were cut down in the car bomb ex- 
plosion. They had not obeyed the 
tracts of the Armed Islamic Group 
ordering women to wear the hijab 
fslamic covering) and men to stop 
smoking cigarettes, 

The Belcourt bonıb particularly 
shocked Algerians. “Tlıey only attack 
us — the poor people in poor neigh- 
bourhoods,” Hanane, an Algiers sec- 
relary, said. “I pray more often NOW, 
because I am afraid of dying.” 

On Tuesday last week the 
bonıbers struck twice. The first 


Mobutu’s army enters the fray 


from the city on decrepit roads — 
where they exist at all — along 
which lorries move at snail's pace. 
Supply lines will be long and vulner- 
able to attack. 

Supplying Kisangani is a labori- 
ous exercise, Everything that 
comes from the Zairean capital, Kin- 
shasa, must do so by air or by & 
three-week haul up the river. Ever 
with the helicopters, the bulk of 
troops will have to be moved east by 
road. Given that all the region's 
functioning airports are in rebel 
hands, government forces can only 
fly as far east as Kisangani. 

If the Zairean army proves suc- 
cessful in driving back the rebels, it 
will probably facc Rwandan soldiers 
intent on preventing it getting near 
the border. 

Perhaps as crucial as anything in 
deciding the outcome will be the fate 
of Mobutu Sese Seko, who has spent 
mosl of the ,past few months in 
France with cancer. If he succumls, 
the war for eastern Zaire may prove 
not ncarly as important to tha army 
as the battle to succeed Africa's 
longest-serving autocrat... . . 
@ The Rwandan. army has killed 
dozengş of peasants wille hunting 
down Hutu exiremists responsible 
for a new wave of killings since tlie 


, return of refugees fom Zaire. 


is a promise of assistance from 
Libya, including air strikes by 
Colonel Muammar Gadafy’s pilots. 

But most faith iş placed in white 
mercenaries, Their Belglan leader 
claims to have about 300 men. The 
single largest contingent is Serb, 
with some French, American and 
British hired guns thrown in. The 
body of a white man killed in action 
was delivered to Kisangani last 
weekend. 

But the mercenaries are unlikely 
to make a difference on their own. 
Soldiers from the much vaunted 
South African firm Executive Out- 
comes strengthened government 


forces in Angola and Sierra Leone 


against rebel arnıies, but in both 
cases they were backing a reason- 
ably well organised military. 

In Zaire the “white legion” is 
figliling alongside an army .more 
noted for inspiring terror in the gen- 
eral population than in the enemy. 
And thie troops include agelng 
gendarmes from Katanga’s abortive 
secessionist war 30 years ago, who 
do not even scare the civilians, . 

The. obstacles that slowed the 
rebel advance ow : 
after its initial gains are also likely. lo 
hamper the government offensive. 
Saldlers and supplies have to be 
moved to a front 320km or more 


Chrls McGreal In Kigall 


AIRE'S ragged army has 
claimed the first victory of ita 
long awaited counteroffensive 
against Rwandan-backed rebels, say- 
ing it has taken a town it has never 
admitted to losing in the first place. 
Within a few days of launching its 
“total and devastating” at{ack last 
week against the guerrilla Alliance 
of Democratic Forces for the Libera- 


tion of Congo-Zaire, the govern 
ment claims to. have seized 
Walikale. 


lf true, it is a remarkable reversal 
of fortune for an army that crum- 
bled in the face ùf the rebel on 
slaught İn eastern Zaire in October. 
More likely the battle for the town, 
130km west of rebel headquarters 
in Goma, has only begun. 

The Zairean army İs keen to re- 
vise its image as a force unable to 
(lo muclı but loot, rape and flee, The 
airport at Ki j — the northern 
base for the government's strike — 
is piled high with weapons and 
awash with soldiers in thelr first 
new uniforms İn years. Newly 
leased attack helicopters and jets sit 
onthê runway. . . 

Zairean radio has conjured up 
unswerving international support 
for the counter-attack. Top of the list 


Heat on in 
Lima siege 


HE Peruvian government. is 

flaunting a harder stance to- 
wards the Marxist rebels holding 
more than 70 hostages inside Lima's 
apanese diplomatic compound, 
sending helicopters circling over 
the building and surrounding it with 
armoured cars and élite troops, 
writes Jane Dfaz-L{imaco in Lima. 

Last week the police tightened 
their cordon around the residence 
by driving armoured cars into the 
compound. They were accompanied 
by êllte troops carrying automatic 
rifles. Other troops entered the area 
in formation — sorne also sporting 
bullet-proof vests. Snipers with infra- 
red sighis trained thelr weapons on 
the windows of the residence. Other 
troops took up positions ãs part of a 
practice manoeuvre, 

The troops’ arrival is a sign, that 
the hawks in the government and 
military are gaining ground in the 
handling the crisis that began on De- 
cember 17 when rebels of the Tupac 

aru Revolutionary Movement 
attacked the Japanesè enıbassy. 

President Alberto Fujlmori — 
known for his tough treatment of 
Subversive groups — has hardened 
his stance on talks with the rebels. 


Briefly 


/ YAS GILAD to see some pronık 
nencê given to the Tenıagami sih 
ation in Norlhern Onlario (Wail ûf 
the lonesome pine, January 19), bu 
I should poinl but that the Harris 
provincial government calis itself 
Progressive Conservative (an Oxy- 
moroıl, f there ever was one}, nol 
Liberal. The federal government is 
Liberal, and, despite its many faults, 
cannot conıpare witl) our proviuucial 
government for its slash-and-burn 
approach to the supposed problen 
of eliminating the deficit. 

John M Miller, 

Melfaster University, 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 


OUR article on the growing prob 

lem of deprivation in Brilain {îm 
children malnourished, January 19) 
is further confirmation of the ap 
palling legacy of socallal free 
market economics, But na clouıbl tlie 
present government wil] see elêcloral 
ativantage in the spread of nıaluutri 
tion among the poor. Nol only docs it 
primarily affect traclitional Labour 
voters, it will also ensure tlıal lhe 
mental aud physical retarclation il 
causes at an early age will stunt the 
aspirations of ihe young for a betiér, 
fairer, and more just Britain al the 
turn of tlle new millentiuı. 
{Dr} Steve Jordan, 
Montreal, Canada 


ICHOLAS LEZARD'S denunc 
ation of Krishnamurti January 
12) suggests thal lu: has nt read il 
single page of his teachings. How , 
can one condenin as a “Irauclsler 4 | 
man who claimed no authority anl , 
who earned the respect of suclı enî ' 
nent thinkers as Alclous Husk: 
Kahlil Gibran, Ruperl Sheldrakt | 
aul David Bohn? 
Martin Hawes, 
Cugnet, Tasmania, Australi 
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OUBTLESS a number of date 

line hoppers will be perched all 
over the Pacific on December 3. 
1999 (Millenium sparks race 10 bel 
the clock, January 19), fondly inai 
mg lhat they will be first into lle nexl 
century. Flow unfnrluniate tliat they 
will be ıere 13 nıonllıs (np soon. 

There certainly will le an "elf 

millenium psychosis": i's the over 
powering rige felt by those o us 
unable lo convince such cretns o 
the fact tbat a millennium Is cûr 
pleted at ııe end, not the beginning. 
ofits thousandth year. 
Susan Tonkin, 
Curtih, ACT, Canada 
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WONDER if any of your readers 

shared my feeling of disappoint 
ment when they realised the words 
“Five nıinutes later, Albert having 
brought down Milosevic . . ." Ja" 
ary 19) were part of a sports rePOort. 
not a stop press item fron! Belgrade. 
Matthew North, 
Bad Abbach, Germany 
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took the unusual step of erecting a 
plaque at the former site stating (in 
Hebrew anıl English only) that the 
village of Emnıaus had stood there 
2,000 year's earlier, The Palestinian 
village of Amwas, however — as far 
as can be learned from official Is- 
raeli historiography at any rate — 
never existed. 

Bruce Inksetter, 

Rapide-Danseur, Quebec, Canada 


Let Britons 
speak on EU 


T IS SAD ito see Baroness 

Williams, one of the great political 
thinkers of recent years, writing 
such a disappointing lelter about 
Britain's membership of the Euro- 
pean Union January 19). Too many 
UK politicians seem to treat such a 
huge step as no more than a change 
in local government boundaries, 

‘The last time there was a sııccess- 
ful European Union — the one run 
by the Romans — Britain had no 
significant influence inside or out- 
side it. The sheer welght of advan- 
tage to the central member 
countries of the current EU mearıs 
the same situation will inevitably 
recur. Acceptance is part of the 
price of Britain's membership. 

The real issue for Britons 2,000 
years ago was the same as it is today 
— wlıether the economic benefits of 
belonging to a European empire are 
worth tlle loss of independence and 
cullural identity involved. The prob- 
len all those years ago was resolved 
by the Romans dumping Britain 
from their empire. 

Unless the average Briton grows 
to understand and accept more 
deeply what is involved in EU menı- 
bership, the outcome may be the 
same again. Nor does it help to cle- 
scribe Brilain as historically a part 
of Europe, when for centuries so 
much blood, energy and resources 
were dedicated to ensuring the 
opposite was the case. 

It would be a positive and serious 
step forward if a proper referendunı 
were held on Europe. Ancient 
Britons had no say in their incorpo- 
ration into the Roman Enıpire, aııd 
it would be nice to know politicians 
had learnecl something after all 
these years, 

DJ Kelly, 
Paddington, NSW, Australia 


Pet subject for 
political parties 


a brief news item (“Labour 
lıas commilted itself to a full re- 
view of quarantine, etc", January 19) 
sidesteps the real issue, which is 
not simply one of holidaymakers 
travelling abroad with their pets. 

It is, in fact, one of workers and 
ex-residents needing to return to 
Britain, without abandoning their 
animals 1o the quarantine-kennel 
owners who have been enjoying a 
lucrative, unregulated trade of more 
thu £15 million a year. No wonder 
they clo nat wish to see the present 
syslem (lianıantlel and are slil| 
pressing fur a perlocl (one month) in 
kennels, clespite the proven effi- 
cicncy vf the alternative safeguarls 
against rabies (vaccinations, iclenti- 
fication, elc). : 

Thank goorlness (hal the pro- 
spect uf Now yverseas residents will 
csl lheir vote is now influencing 
the polilical' parties rather more 
than the establishecl' lobbies, 

S Yergker, : 
Castelnau de Manlmiral, France 


ocean could easily agree on new 
conventions for sea rescues. If there 
were potential penalties, organisers 
of round-theworld yacht races 
woıld be more prudent and our 
heroes less foolhardy. 

Christopher Tolhnrst, 

Famba, NSW, Atstralia 


That's a Dit rich, 
Mir Major 


URING Iıis visit to India, John 

Major's appeal for increased lib- 
eralisaltion of trade with the UK to 
improve our country's economy 
needs to be met with considerable 
scepticism. Doesn't he know that 
the terns of tracle between unequal 
partners is nlways in favour of the 
rich? Also, that such unequal traclc 
between ille West and the newly 
independent countries was de- 
signed to obtain the latter's natural 
resources nand to use their cheap 
labour? This has been facilitated by 
coopting fhe Westernised neo-élite 
of these countries by various subtle 
means and now blatantly through 
the promotion of corrupt practices 
aş revealed by pay-off scandals and 
the flight of capital to Western tax 
havens. 

Whatever economic gains that ac- 
crue to the country have invariably 
resulted in the polarisalion of its so- 
ciety wiıere the rich get richer and 
the poor poorer, which has resulted 
in 39 per cent of our population sfill 
being below Ihe poverty line half a 
century after inclependence. 

No aınount of increase in wealth 
of a country in this form of exploita- 
tive “developnient" can result in a 
trickle-down effect, for devoid of 
morals and ethics, wealth only trick- 
les up. Even in a wealthy country 
like the UK there is a polarisation of 
sociely, with "cuts" in the social sec- 
tor reauling İn increasing social 
tension, and beggars re-emerging 
on thie streets, 

Mîr Major should reflect on what 
is happening in his own country be- 
fore le preaches the philosophy of 
greed to ours. 

(Dr) NH Anlia, 
Munibai, India 


Israel wipes out 
the past 


FTER Israel has confiscated the 

: land of its citizens of Palestinian 

origin who reside in Galilee and 
herıled them all into blocks of fiats 
{Hatred disfigures Promised Land. 
December 29}, the villages where 
they now live will uncloubtedly be 
obliterated with dynanıite and bull- 
dozers. Not only will there e no 
Paleslinians there, but every {race 
of llıeir former presence in the land 
will have been erasecl. Then, new 
ol ficial nuups will he issued showing 
no DPaleslinian villages in Galilee, 

This is Ihe standard Zionist 

procedure: ° villagvs, hundreds of 
them, have hetı serapecl off the face 
of {he earth in this [asbion all over 
alestme. In a few cases some [races 
have survivecl. Ayn Hawd, which 
les south of Haifi, was subjected to 
regular Hinic clennsiig, but Ile vil- 
liev was so picturesque llial it was 
uot destroyed. It was renamed Bin 
Hel unl converled into an nrtists" 
vulony acessible 10 Jews only. 

In ııe ease of Anmwas, the biblical 
Eiuinius,. wesl uf Jerusalem, Ihe 
people were expelled and the village 
destroyer, as usual. But tourists and 
pilgrims wantecl lo know where Eın- 
nıalıs Was, sn the Israeli authorities 


Rescued heroes that 
the world can ill afford 


HAT is heroic about getling 

lost at sea and having thou-= 
sands of someone else's dlollars 
spent finding and rescuing you? [ 
am gladl they are alive. But sonie- 
thing sticks in my craw. 

A group of rich yachtsmen decide 
their lives wotukl be better if they 
were to sail solo around the world. 
ûGooccl on them. Everyone needs 4 
challenge, For some, fiucling food is 
the clıallenge because (ley clon't 
have any clıoice. So for lhe boaters, 
it slioulel be “you pays your money 
aııl yoıı takes your clıauces”. Get- 
ling lasl is part of the risk of what 
they signetl on for, and certainly is 
tha challenge of a solo crossing. 
Thus ît stantls to reason that you 
should pay for the service of being 
rescuecl, hence your survival. 

Others arcn't so forlunalc A5 to 
have a choice. How is it counte- 
nanıcecl — as your atlitorinl noted, 
but only in tlıe lasl sentence — that 
it is easier to be found upside down 
in the middle of the ocean than 
hungry on ihe streets of {he inner 
cities? Surely something is out of 
balance here, 

Philip Adams, 
Whttehorse, Yukos, Canada 


OUR Boays' Own editorial on 

‘Tony Bullimoreé ditl not tımentioıı 
that Australian naval forces riskecl 
thelr lives in dire conditions to 
rench the stricken yachtsmen,. Aus: 
tralian taxpayers are also fooling the 
bill for the rescue while Mir Bul- 
limore negotiates fees for television 
chat show appearances. 

ÃAuslralia has a proud history of 
answering distress calls. But the 
Vendee Globe race sailors were way 
too far south. Nations with responsi- 
bilîty for rescues in large areas of 


HE SUCCESSFUL rescues of 

solo yacht racers Thierry 
Dubuîs andl Tony Bullimore irom 
the Southern Ocean, thanks to lhe 
unormous efforts of the Australian 
armed services, justifiably turned 
the spotlight on tlhe personnel 
involvetl for {heir courage amd pro- 
(essionalisnı (Alive — afler four clays 
in a watery tonıb, January 19). ow- 
ever, jn the wake of such exhilaral- 
ing success, to (ueslion fhe valuc 
for maney uf mounting sucls opera- 
1iuns is scen as somehow perverse. 
Hayy, we are askcel fo consider, can A 
cast value bc placed on Iuıman life? 

While the Australian ınilitary is 
yet lı release (lelails of lle costs fur 
resuuing Dulmis antl Bullimore, we 
tın ralimale frum priévlous rescues 
that ilc cosl of saving one Vendee 
bloke yaclıi racer runs inlo millions 
of dullars. The cosl of inoculating a 
child in the developing world against 
preventable (liseases is abou $1, 

Wilhoul saying anything about 
whciher either of these costs js ac- 
ceptable, we can see that Ihe value 
Ihe Australian governnıent places on 
lhe lives of lwo selfindulgent adven- 
turers is obviously greater tlıan the 
value it places on lhe lives of approx- 
imately ! million innocent cliildren. 

I tope Dubois, Bullinore and 
thcîr' colleagucs enjoy Ile prepara- 
tion for their next solu yachi expedi- 
lion. If they ever find that their 
chosen hobby falls te deliver the 
personal challenges they seek, may 
1 suggest they try some volunteer 
work for' an international develop- 
ment agency. In this capacity they 
miglul still travel the globe and stil 
test lcir personal mils — wilo uk 
using up ınillions of dollars in the 
process. 

Chris Ritlick-Aforan, 
Srullin, ACT, Australic 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS o5 


handover has triggered a stampede 
away from the symbols of royal 
favour once cherished by nobs and 
snobs, Almost alone in standing 
frm against the tide is the Royal 
Hong Kong Yacht Club. A proposal 
to purge ils name has been put to 4 
vote by menıbers twice and rejected 
botlı times. 

Aûüng the Queen's head from 
Hong Kong stamps, like the entire 
transition to Chinese rule, inspired 
mixed feelings. “We are Chinese, 
slıe i3 not Chinese,” said A K Lau, a 
pensioner who lineal up to buy the 
new stamps. “1 don't really care af all 
what happens to her. ¥e are going 
back to Clrîna sa she must go home.” 

Mandy Chan, an office clerk, 
suicl: "The Queen has becn here all 
my life. [cl like her to stay. Maybe 
we could lave hacl anollıcr lease for 
anulher 5Û years?" 


HIC A 


offshore 
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Queen loses her head in Hong Kong 


sale, Hong Kong's Iuture legislature 
— an unelected hody of 60 pro- 
China stalwarts — held its first 
meeling across the border in the 
Chinese city of Shenzhen, Britain's 
last colonial governor, Chris Palten, 
mocked (he body as an “exotic de- 
bating society”. Chinese officials 
called it the beginning of “real 
democracy”, 

Hong Kong's philalelic revolution 
has also coincitled with a furore over 
whether civil libertits will go the 
way of the Queen's visage, The dis- 
quiet flows from a Chinese plan to 
neuter a bill of righis ancl restore 
coloniatera legislalion curtailing 111e 
Bgl to assembly msl assncintion. 

Now barely five monilıs away, the 


The flexihle 


in the circumstances of lransition,” 
he said. "The Queen's head is a 
symbol of sovereignty and that 
sovereignty is changing. This i3 a 
fact of life. It was never possible to 
even think about keeping her head.” 

The new stamps, agreed İn con- 
cert with China, show Hong Kong's 
skyline. Old stamps can still be used 
until June 30, the last day of British 
rule, but their sale ended last week- 
end, when post offices sold special 
Last Day Covers — a small but 
sobering reminder of a transition 
thal is meant to leave Hong Kong's 
syslenı intact for al least 50 years 
but is already bringiig myriad 
ınofliflcatiaons. 

As the last royal stanıps went on 


For the first time since British 
gunboats claimed this "barren rock” 
for Queen Victoria and drug (raf 
fickers in 1841, Hong Kong issued 
stamps shorn of the monarch's 
image and crown. 

Across this relic of empire now 
just months from Chinese rule, post 
office staff had to give up their day 
off to nmıeet a rush of philatelists, 
speculators and history buffs eager 
to buy a new set of “sovereignty 
neutral” stamps that will take Hong 
Kong througl the transfer from 
British to Chinese rule on July 1. 

Dropping the Queeırs head, said 
Roberl Footman, the colony's post- 
ınaster general, was not (reason — 
but pragınatism. "We are operating 
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Andrew Higgins In Hong Kong 


HE Queen İast weekend had 

her head chopped off in Hong 

Kong — and throngs of peo- 
ple across Britain's last big colony 
queued for hours to share a mo- 
ment offering Joy, sadness and, far 
more important for most, a chance 
to make money. 

“She is history," sniffed Davis 
Lau, a celebrant of the new order, 
“Hong Kong is going back to China 
so we have to get rid of her head." 

Along witlı thousands of others, 
Mr Lau spent the day in a huge 
qieue inching towarrls the Central 
Post Office, the veıue for an un- 
prececlentecd act of êse-majestê. 


Writer jailed 
for exposé 


Jane Knight in Caracas 


'T [S almost impossible to find in 
Venezuela's bonkshaps 1 copy of 
Huw Much [Is A Judge Worth? The 
bestseller has beon remaverl from 
circulafion ark] ils muthtor locket up. 
Williim Ojecli, igor 20, a tbloiel 
sil rule journilis, started a Year 
lng pron selene lit week for 
lefuing Iwo judges in his contro- 
vemial work alacking curruptiun in 
tl’ judicinry. 

Discussed from guvermMelt CoN“ 
dors lu the slums of lhe capital, 
Caracas, his book has highlighted 
lhe state of Venezuela's dilapiclaledl 
julirînl system, which even govern- 
menl officials admit is ricldlecl with 

, corruption, 

1 “The corruption is a consequence 
uf ã Jack of order in Venezuela,” said 
vûn Dario Badell, ihe government 
official who oversees the justice 
system. "Uncler the current systenı, 
there is alınosL no judicial security." 

Mr Ojeda's book includes a list of 
judges who allegeclly abuse their 
power, antl says sources cannot be 
revealed for their own safety. 
Judges have dismissed the book as 
corridor gossip. But lawyers and 
human rights groups agree corrup- 
lion is widespreadl. 

High-profile cases of judges 
charged with corruption have not 
helped the general image. In the 
most memorable instance, Judge 
Rosa Natasha Fernandez was 
caught with $882 in bribe money 
stuffed into her underwear. A police 
officer put his hand down her knick- 
ers to recover the money in front of 
4Û witnesses, 

Months earlier, another judge had 
been found with almost $12,000 in 
bribe money. When police ap- 
proached Mielida Aleksic Molina's 
flat, she threw cash out of the win- 
dow, to the delight of neighbours. 

„, Mr Ojeda's book also details a 
hierarchy of corruption — from 
steretaries charging exorbitant 
rales fur photocopying and access 
lo the juclge, to administralive work- 
Urs accepling gifts of Cars. To 
smooth the path of justice, lawyers 
admit that they pay for everything 
— Including getting into the court 
building without queuing —~ and 
ha! they routinely give administra 
live workerg "tips", 

The government accepts the 
whole system needs to be reformed. 
resident Rafael Caldera, elected on 
an anticorruption platform, haş’ pro- 
oşsed the Creation of a high con 
mission of justice to reorganise thé 
courts and dismiss corrupt judges. ` 
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court has upheld a clecision rrject 
ing an election viclory by Serbia's 
opposition in tht capital, an offiial 
said. The first distîicl cûurt diy 
missed gı appeal by tle city's elk: 
tora corunuission clernatding te 
recognition of the opposition vit 
tory, the comniissiun clicl, Radonir 
Lazarevic sail. 
© Mr Milosevic, under inreasIn: 
pressure from Drulislers, Appicars lv 
be looking to Gree for a prmsibk 
way out, according to tlie (rvek 
newspaper Eleftbhurolypia. f sa! 
that he has clrnwn up canting? 
plans, possibly in cahoots with al 
thorities in Athens, lo nove tod 
Greek capital, where le canı be si 
that exile will be sweel. 


false voting slips were stuffed into 
the ballot boxes out of sight of oppo- 
sition observers. 

Askecl whether the same tricks 
had been usecl in the federal elec- 
tions on November 3, Mr Todorovic 
said: "Yes, then as well . . . they 
siuffed the ballots, only it wasn" 
discovered. It was more crowded, 
wilh a bigger number of parties, S0 
il was easier for then.” 

Last week the Nis eltctiun cont- 
mission reinstate the Zajedno vic- 
tory aııd the decisiorn was upheld by 
the municipal court. On Monclay 
Zajedno took tlhe reins of govern- 
ment in the city at the inaugural ses- 
sion of its regional assenıbly. 

Meanwhile a Belgracle municipal 


A freelance photogrnpher, Milan Melkan, is bjt by a car during coninui 
Belgrade last weekendl~ He was.taken-to hospital e 


from Milosevic to the party”. Mr 
Todorovic claimed that Mr Sainovic 
phoned on the day of the poll and 
"juslL kept repeating that Nis must 
not fall into the hands of the 
apposition”. 

Mîr Torlorovic, a Nis buısinessman 
and its depuly nıayor, has resigned 
fron the party and kept a low pro- 
file since the interview, but his staff 
in lhe city confirmed thal the news: 
papcr had accurately reported his 
remarks. 

ln his account of thc elections, 
Mr Todorovic claimed that parity 
members in Nis were given “be- 
tween 15,Ù0Û0 and 20,0 fake bal- 
lots" to erısure a Socialist victory. 
On polling clay, November 17, the 
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Serbian party boss confirms poll fraud 


Jullan Borger In NIs 


N OFFICIAL of Serbia's 
A r: Socialist Party has 

broken ranks and accused 
President Slobodan Milosevic's 
closest aides of ordering the rigging 
of November's local and federal 
elections. 

The accusation is extremely 
damaging to ithe president, who las 
bcen hit by nine weeks of street 
protesls and international condem- 


nation since the opposition's 
victories in 14 cities were arbitrarily 
overturned. 


In the interview with the Necleljni 
Telegıaf weekly newspaper, Branko 
Turlorovic — who was a Socialist 
Party (SPS) boss in the eastern city 
of Nis — provided a vivid accouınt af 
ballot-saluffing in the municipal poll, 
He also cast doubt on the legitimacy 
of ihe SPS victory in the parallel 
federal elections, which had nat 
been questioned by the opposition. 

Most damaging of all, and a clear 
sign that the party's cohesion İs 
under pressure, Mr Todorovic re- 
peatedly siressecl thal the ınunicipal 
adiministralion in Nis ıigged the 
vote on direct orders from lwo of 
President Milosevic's most loyal 
party funcdionaries, 

"The parly betrayerl ils people,” 
Mr Todorovic said. “Please stress 
that the pvople in Nis were only the 
cexeculors and al the orders cane 
fron Belgrade. Of course, the peo: 
ple wlın obeycd blinclly will have to 
answer for that but, İf it had not 
been for [Nikola] Sainovic and [Gor- 
ica| Gajevic, everything would have 
been regular." 

Mr Sainovic was recently (le- 
scribed by a government figure as 
“the direct line of communication 


Republicans: 
fly the flag | 


TICTPAT TA’G Natinnal Dav. 

which conımemorates Me 
arrival of the convict fleet İn 
1788, was overslıadowed on 
Monday by a renewed push t0 
break the constitutional ties with 
Britain and a looming Aborigî 
land-rights crisia, writes 
Christopher Zinn in Sydney 

The republican nıoverment 
stepped up its campaign to em 
sure that an Australlan b 
state, not the British monarch, 
will open the Sydney 2000 
O c Games, 

err Ausflag, a well-connected 
group pressing for a change 
flag, unveiled a design featuring 
the Southern Cross but omitting 
the Union Jack. 

Even the Auatralian of the 
Year, the Nobel medicine 
prizewinner Professor Peter , 
Doherty, aupported republican 
ideals, 

However, a growing dp 
with Aborigines about their ile 
to land, provoked by a high 
court ruling in December, 
threatens to dominate and des 
billae the political scene this 
year far more than arguments 
about republicanisîî. 

Ironically, it was the repre” 
sentative of the Queen, . 
Governor-General Sir Wiliam - 
Deane, and not the prime îm! ۲ 
ter, John Howard, who spoke ® 
reconciliation between رو‎ 
ard blacks in his Australia Û 
address. 


Accord fails to lay Nazi ghosts to rest 


toric. The Germans apologised for 
the Nazi occupation; and the Czechs 
regrettecdl the post-war deportation of 


DY millon CFommanrn, manny! Af uhm 


were killed. The document took a} 
most two years to draft, with the two 
sides arguing over every comma. 
But the pomp and ceremony failed to 
dispel the tension between Czechs 
and Germans. 

“We want fo ask for forgiveness 
and we want to forgive," said Mr 
Kohl, That stateınent, which seemed 
to equate the Nazi seizure of Czecho- 
slovakia with the postwar expul- 
sions, has infuriated many Czechs. 

“What have the Czechs got to 
apologise for," raged Jiri Sekyra in 
Litomerice. "I'm against that . , . 
Sure, the Germans lived here for 
centuries. But they startecl the war, 
They lost it. And they had to deal 
with the consequences," 


defeated, she returned home to find 
the area's ethnic Germans being 
brutally kicked out. "The Germans 


Mik GU us uut uf lu Ouslv tonland, 
And Ihen we forced them out, 
Maybe we were both wrong,” she 
sighed. 

The rancour and bitterness 
wrought by these events have poi- 
soned relalions between the two 
central European neighbours since 
1946 and, until last week, had defied 
a settlement. 

On his first visit to Prague since 
the Czech Republic was born four 
years ago, Mr Kohl signed a joint 
declaration with the Czech prime 
minister, Vaclav Klaus, that is sup- 
posed to bury the hatclıet between 
the two countries and anıticipate a 
bright new Europe. 

The signing ceremony in the 
Liecclıtenstein Palace was seen as his- 


lan Traynor In Litomerice 
a pokhilician," said 


“| 'M NOT 

Uamıla. "1 aont Klluw Il tht 
expulsions were right or wrong. Bu! 
it's hard to make peace with your 
neîghbour when six years earlier he 
was driving you away with a stick." 

Ãs the German chancellor, Hel- 
mut Kohl, went to Prague last week 
to bind history's wounds, Danila, 
aged 63, sat in the north Bohemian 
towrt of Litomerice arıd recalled her 
wretched childhood in the second 
world war, 

In 1938, when she was five, the 
Nazis rolled into Czechoslovakia and 
annexed the German-populated 
areas known as the Sudetenland. 
Her family fled to Prague; the Ger 
mans arrived in ihe capital six 
manths later to partition the country. 

Six years on, wilh the Nazis 


Police inquiry into Likud scandal 


slipport of the two Shas ministers, 

“The state prosecutor instructed 
the police to investigate allegations 
raised in the report on Channel 
One," a justice ministry spokes. 
woman said, 

The police comınissioner, Assaf 
Hefetz, was expected to qppoint an 
investigative team which could sunı- 
mon Mir Netanyahu for questioning, 
although Channel One admitted 
that Mı’ Nelanyahü himself was not 
involved, but rather someonê work- 
ing with him. 


One-sided view, page 17 


into the new job after hc was ac- 
cused of being unfit for the post, fol- 
lowing reports that he enjuyed 
gauıbling. 

The television stalion alleged Lhat 
he was appointerl after he prontised 
1o arrange a plea-bargain for Aryeh 


Deri whose 10member Shas party 
plays a key role în Mr Netanyahu's 


Likud-lecl coalition. 
‘The clıaıınel added that Mir Deri 


had promised to support Mr Ne- 
tanyalw on the parlial withdrawal of 
troops from Hebron if Mir Bar-On 
was appointed, Ht was feared that the 


agreeınent would fail without the 


Jessica Berry In Jerusalam 


SRAFELI pulice launched an in- 
qlıiry last week into allegations of 
high-4dlcvet political corruption which 
lopple 


~~ jf proved — could 
Binyamin Nclanynhu's government, 
The invesligalion was provokud 
by allegations on [sracl's state 
owned Channel One television that 
Mir Nctanyahu's appointment last 
nıonth of Runi Bar-On as altorney- 
general was part of a polilical dcal to 
help the leader of a party in the gov- 
errıment coaltllion in his corruption 
trial. Mr BarÛOn resigııecl 13 hours 


The Week 


HE US attorney-general, 

Janct Reno, has sharply criti 
cisedl Saud! Arabia for failing to 
hand over “very impor tatıt Infor- 
mation" relating to the terrorist 
hombing at Dhalıran in June, 
when 19 US airmen were killed. 


TTNESSES said that 

Burundian troops led the 
slauglıter of 400 civilians in the 
country’s norlhwcatern province 
of Muramyya, nı claim sulıse- 
quently denied by the Tutai- 
dominated army 


HE Afghnn Taliban militia 

has inflicted major defeats 
on former government forcCR 
and their nlliea north of Kabul, 
reenplurîng positions the 
lalamie mililin hand initially taker 
after capturing (he Afghan capi- 
tnlin Septenthber., 


CYCLONE tlıat tore t(hrouglı 

the African island of 
Madagascar has left 100 people 
missing, 30,000 honıeless and 
at least six dead. 


FTER 10 yenrs of legal 
battlcs, Frnnce’s supreme 
court ruled that 86-yenr-olkl 
Ninurice Papon slıould be tried 
for crimes ugninst humanity re- 
lating to the deportation of Jexvas. 
And Parîs is to launclı a signifi- 
cant initiniive to trace asacts 
stolen from Jewa during the 
German occupatlon, including 
about 2,000 warks of art. 
Swedish Irail of gold, pags 13 
Swiss Holocaust! fund, page 16 


EADERS of an army mutiny 

in the Central African 
Republic signect an accord for- 
mally cnding their three-month 
uprising. 


RESIDENT Boris Yeltsin 

cancelled pians to visit the 
Netherlands on doctors’ orders, 
deepening concern about his 
health and raiaing nev doubts 
about his ability to rule Russia. 


T LEAST 14 people were 

killed and mutilated when 
their village was attacked in 
factional fighting, South African 
police in the Eastern Cape 
province said. 


PARIS court cieared Brigitte 

Rardat of inciting racial 
hatred in canmcenits ahe made 
in n newspnpcr article last year 
agninat immigrniion and tradi- 
tonal Muslim nnimal slnughter- 
ing practices, The complaint was 
brought by anti-racist groups. 


CULTURAL enrlhqunke has 
rocked the noturiously 
change-reslstant Austrian capital 
will the announcentent that Lhe 
Vienna Phifnrmonic Orchestra 
is finally to rimll şyomen 
members. 


OLONEL Tom Parker, the 
former carnival manager 
who guided Elvis Presley to 
fame, died of complications after 


a sfroke. He was S7. 
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“There’s no legal way to avoid UK taxes” 
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Please send rne my free copy ûf 


‘How to minimise your UK tax bill'. 
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Î Midland Offshore, PO Box 615, St Helier 
۱ Jarsey JE4 SYD, Channel Islands 
Î Tel 44 1534 616111, Fax 44 1534 616222 Gwe? 


Call 44 1534 616111 or fax 44 1534 616222 24 hours a day 
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Common myths about 
Offshore Banking 


Thankfully there is a simple and legal way of reducing the likelihood you will have to pay tax 
in the UK - simply move your UK savings and investments to an offshore Dank while you 
are living overseas. 

To help you see if you could benefit from this, try answering the following questions: 


YES ÛJ) NO Û 
VES ÛJ NO 1J 
YES ÛJ NO ÛJ 
YES LJ NO Û 


If you ticked 'yes’ to the first question and one other, there's a good chance You 
may have a tax liability you could legally reduce by banking offshore. This is just one 
of the benefits. You will also receive income from your savings and Investments 
without the deduction of tax and you will not normally have to pay capital gains tax on 
investments held offshore. Midland Offshore can advise you on your finances to 
ensure you are getting the most from these and the other benefits available. 


کے 


, Will you be overseas for a full UK tax year? 
2. Do you have savings in the UK? 
3. Do you have property in the UK? 


defence minister, | 


4. Do you have any investments in the UK? 


its man, as iya 
e UN is ing a fo 1 1 
be utterly depen To find out how you can legally avoid UK taxes, contact Midland Offshore now, for 


a free copy of our brochure ‘How to minimise your UK tax bill' and details of the many 
benefits Midland Offshore can provide. 
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as premier and Mr Bouchard took °“ 
e In December, he further alien 0° 
ated hardliners in his own pariy bY Ce 
lobbying to lave the partnership : 3 4 a 
0 ا ر و‎ 1 1 e 
e Parti Québeco 
Canada's most fractious and ت‎ N ٍ D 1L A N 1 
trollable parties, Its democralic U OFFSHORE 
allow the rank and file to challeng° 


their leader, and at their çonventor : ٤ | | 
: . Mr Bouchard . | 

wept out of the convention Helping you make your money work harder 

tedly threat quit. . 

his ‘challengers apolr‏ ا 

gised, he agreed to returnı 

gE س‎ pect ا‎ 

hardliners from the Parti Quéweceh 

or an early election so Mr Bouch 

can put his policies, to the peopl .__J 


Member HSBC @) Group 


make Sirch an offer or sollcltallon In such Jurlsdictlon. 


overwhelıned by courtesy, goodwill 
and the seduclive intimacies of lhe 
great, which is just as ııseful a diplo. 
matic tool as gunslips and missiles 
when you know how to use such 
charms as well as Clinton does. 

As Annan left after what he felı 
was a successful visit tû a govern 
ment that owes the UN $1.3 bîjlion, 
le sald: “Sûome may say Tm naive be 
cause Î haven't got the cheque yeL 
But Tım cerlain it will come.” 

The money will come, in grudg- 
ing dribs and clirabs, pall out in a 
hundred nuiillion here and a hundred 
million there, so long as the UN 
does what the US Congress wanis. | 
But the LIN belongs to all 6 billion of 
us on the planed. lt should not jusl 
be a useful cliplomatic fig leaf for the 
selindulgent 250 millon wilıgse 
vast and stupentlously enlowed 
lanl expects overmuch for tlle priv: 
lege of playing host {o the ony | | 
world bocly we lave. 

There are times when the UN 
should defy wlal the Anıericalıs 
want, as the world should have «le 
fied Clinton's [it of {he posl-Sunalia 
blues and sent in peacektepers to 
Rwanda as soun als [lhe UN ub 
servers began senting back reprise 
ol genocicle. Ancl the reilly gond | 
news, or wich we lıave Ihe Scandi | 
navians ané Annan lo hark, is (lal 
the UN appears lo be gelling 4 rapid 
reaction [urve of its uwn. 

[Inder a Danisl-Duleh-Cauaulian 
iniliaive, lhe headquarters, vm 
pany and slaff of i new puultiir 
ional UN slundby force, Higli 
Readliness Brigixle, will be in er 
ness by the entl of Miarch, Norway | 
Sweden, Duland anl Austrin have 
agreed 1u join. By lhe em uf nesl 
year, aA brigade of sume MN | 
trained and equipped troop willl | 
light armour, helicopters, Hield her | 
pilals and special engineering la 
ties shoull be available 1o 
deployed anywhere in the worl , 
within 14 days of the UN Secun | 
Courıcil giving the nıandate. 

Denınark's 
Hans Hakkerup — wlo has a s0n 
with the Danish peacekeepers I" 
Bosnia — said Annan was midwile 
to the brigade when lıe ran the UN 
peacekeeping operation. To haê 
such a brigade on hand would for 
the first time give UN blue helmets 
the prospect of fast and effective I 
tervention so long as the Americans 
and Russians provide the strategi¢ 
airlift that they alone possess. 

Annan is not nearly so naive, 10" 


that may not be utterly depenclent or 
US, even as Annan uses 
American menace to force the inte 
nal reforıns that many UN bureau 
crats have dreamt of for years. 


His provincial allies in the Parê 
Quétbecois went along with lis 
proach because the only otter optlon 
waş a devastating loss. After hé 
erendum, Mr Parizeau stood dow 
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to see the Republicaıı leaders, Sena- 
tor Trent Lott and Speaker Newt 
Gingrich — not in the least 
chastened by his reprimand and 
$300,000 fine for "reckless and 
repeated" violations of the House 
ethics rules. Gingrich has discreetly 
agreed in principle with the Clinton 
administration that the US share of 
the UN's annual budget should be 
cut from 25 per cent to 21,7 per 
cent, which they claim more prop- 
erly reflects the US share of the 
global economy. In return, Republi- 
can leaders have quietly promised 
to support a bill to pay off US 
arrears, of which the first $100 mil- 
lion can be paid this year, and the 
rest held in escrow until 1999. 
Annan has not moved in quite 
these circles before. He has been 


Mr Bouchard has also trampled 
one of the Parti Québecois’ sacred 
cows — a ban on the use of English 
on comniercial signs. He says bilin- 
gual sigııs must be allowed. 

Then there is his fuzzy approach 
to sovereignty. When he does talk of 
Quebec becoming sovereign, it is al- 
ways within the framework of a corr 
tinued political antl economic 
associalion with Canada. It is a vague 
idea thal bewilders and angers the 
rest of the country, but comforts 
Québecois, who want independence 
but worry about the costs. 

It was cluring the 1995 referen- 
dum campaign that Mir Bouchard, 
still a federal politiclan, began offer- 
ing Québecois a new partnership 
with Canada. Because of his politi- 
cal manoeuvring, the referendum 
question was on a partnership, not 
outright separation. Mr Bouchard 
says this is why the sovereignty 
lobby came so close to winning. 


Annan, he new UN sccretary-general, beams as Clinton declares 
the US will find a way to pay its debta 


4. 1 


ton's double-grip handshakes that is 
meant to accord blood-hrolher sta 
tus. The mood in the Oval Office 
was so jolly that the president sat 
one of Albright's young nephews in 
his chair, and said: "Start making 
decisions — you've got a 5050 
chance of being right." 

In lhe Oval Office, Albright was 
sworn in as the first woman secre- 
tary of state. "I am very pleased that 
the first official visit [to the White 
House] after the inauguration is that 
of the secretary-general of the 
United Nations, and that my first of 
ficial act as secretary of state is to 
meet with the president and the sec- 
retary-general,” she said. “It is a 
very good sign of the support the 
US is going lo give the UN." 

Then Annan went to Capitol Hill 
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red carpet 


Annan, a veteran UN bureaucrat 
from Ghana and former head of its 
peacekeeping wing, was keen to 
maintain sane trappings of indepen- 
dence from the superpower that 
both hosts and dominates the UN, 
but acknowledged that Iiltle would 
be achieved without US leadership 
and support: “We musl reform. Î 
will do my parl bul we are in it 
toyelher. We hang togelher or hang 
separately.” 

Washington's sedluclion began a3 
g00 as Annan and lis Sweclislı 
wife, Nane, arrived with a big rece 
lian at Blair House hustled by Vicc- 
President Al (rare. ‘The main tenire 
far presideulial enlertainınent, Blair 
House is just dieross Pennsylvania 
Avenue from lhe White House, and 
the party for Annan became s4 cele- 
bral fur tlhe new xcerelary of 
aale, Madeleine Albright, who liad 
jusl been unnnimously cunfiîrmerl in 
her jab by the Senate. 

Anni uwes his job to Albright's 
rleternvinallon fo oust Boutros 
Boulrs-rhali last year, or as she 
qıts i “rainding Ihe scerelary-gen- 
eral of his solemn untlerlaking tO 
surve no more tlian one tern", Al 
le time, uu LS official red even 
hint thal Anıuannı was lhe cliosen re- 
placement, even fhough sone very’ 
bight State Pejmrinent iniuns 
were 1old to drop everything ind 
ulear lis way. 

Gore gushed ta Annan about how 
“we respect you for the person You 
are and the kader yau have bevonie 
~~ you are anong friencis". 

Then Annan went ofl to a very 
special dinner wilh Tom Lantos and 
his wife, The new secrelary-general's 
wife lıappens to be a Wallenberg. 
Her mother was the half-sister of 
Raoul Wallenberg, (he Swedish 
diplomat who saved about 100,000 
Hungarian Jews from Hitler's death 
camps before he disappeared into 
the horror of Stalin's Gulag. One of 
the Jews Wallenberg saved was a 16 
yearold 1n the anti-Hiler under 
ground called Tom Lantos. 

Lantos came to lhe US, became an 
economist, and in 1980 was elected 
congressman for San Mateo county, 
the peninsula linking San Francisco 
to California. lt is about as liberal as 
ar American constituency gets, so 
Annan's UN has one dedicated friend 
in Congress, thanks to the Wallen- 
berg lie. 

Later, Annan was given the While 
House treatment, with one of Clin- 


Annan gets 


but no greenbacks 
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The US this week 
Martin Walker 


un, arl a Gshy kind uf setile- 

met, when bınh (he bailiff anil 
defauhing debtor shake hancls ancl 
smile, bii no money changes hantls. 
lulependrnt observers miglit wan- 
cer wlıasé sil (he bailiff was an. 
Ihe atnosphere in Washinglen kist 
wek {0 grvel Ihe now sccrulary- 
pener of the Upiled Nalinis was 
su upbeal Uuat you lal {o ined 
yuurself to renwniber what was it 
slake. 

Hailed ax the first slate visil {0 (he 
new Clint ndminislratiot, 1h 
UN's new head, Kofî Annan, wiıs 
given every symıbo] uf American 
support and guorflwill, and a new era 
of U$UN relations, but so far ouly 
pronises of (he $1.3 billion in caslı 
lhal the LS owes» fle organisation. 

In return, Aunan publicly ac- 
cepladl US denıands ior cuts and 
substantial refornıs, admilting, “UH 
we tlo not change, we nay lose our 
relevance. Whal the UN wants is 
whal the US wants, to be effective, 
efficient, leaner and relevant.” 

“As long as the UN does its part, 
we have to pay our debts and pay 
our dues,” Clinlon repled,. “We 
cannot suslain pour leadership — 
and our goals [or a better world —- 
aline.” 

The bottom line of Annan's visit to 
the White House, State Department 
and Congress was the message that 
the US would pay off its old debts 
only if it can cut its UN subsidies in 
future, In effeci, Annan was in Washr- 
ington to pay discreet fealty to the 


| T IS A fımny kind of cmıfrunla- 


country lhat appointed him, and to 
hear the terıns of the financial deal 
between Washington's faclions (hat 


will shape the UN's future. 


Quebec separatists fall out with leader 


hurting some of tlıe strongest sup. 
porters of sovereignty, including 
unions and anti-poverty groups. The 
Parti Québecols has tradilionally 
been on the left, but Mr Bouchard 
has laken a neocouservativc (lirec- 
tion, alienating some allies, 

lt is a far cy from latc HM, when 

lhousands held vigils across the 
province as Mr Boucliarci, then heacl 
of the federal ‘separatist party, the 
Bloc Québecois, nearly died fron a 
rare flesh-ealing disease, He lost his 
leg but liverl, rushing back into poli- 
tics when the secessionlsts" referen- 
duın campaign fallered in 1995. 
Sıudclenly, Québecois too were inter- 
ested in the canipuign. 

Now he is seeking closer ties with 
lhe federal government, even taking 
part in a irade mission to Asia led by 
the prime minister, Jean Chrétien. 


The mau he rcplaccd as preniier 
an¢l lead of tie Pili Qucbecois, 
Jacques Piuizvau, has altackcl him 
in (he press, saying “You don't sell 
sovereignty by hiclig iL We drag 
sovervlgnly down when we fall into 
ihe trap .. . of propaganda thant says 
we musl choose between sover- 
cigıHy or jobs andl growl. 

But jobs ancl growth are part of 
the new proniised land Mir Bouchard 
is selling Quédbecois. ‘The province, 
hente to 1 quarter of Canada's popu 
alia, has 1e worst unemployment 
in ihe country, Its biggest city, Mot- 
treal, is the nallonal poverty capital 

Quebec's deficit coukl reach $4.3 
billion this year unless cuts are 
made, another reason for Mr 
Bouchard's unpopularity, He has 
said his government's main goal is 
to slash public spending, This is 


Anne Mcilroy In Ottawa 


UST OVER a year ago, Lucien 
Houchard was a1 Messianic Tip 
ure, a puliticîan whe rose [fron his 
dendlıbecl and alınost lett his people 
to independenre in the ucber refer- 
ermlum. Tase duys, ihe premier of 
Ihe mitinly francephunc province is 
being burn in effigy by sone of 
thase who once narehurl at his side. 
Since beronming prvmier a year 
ago, Ihe rapgic of one of Quechec's 
most charisnntic pxililicians has 
been cvaporaling, and (he sover- 
cigniy movement, whicl came 
wihin 52,000 votes of splitling 
Canada in the October 1995 referen- 
lum, is now itself splil. Separatist 
hardliners have challenged Mr 
Bouchard's authority and questioned 
his coemmitnıent to independence. 
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Ford race 
dispute ends 


Seumas Miline 
ORD is to pay seven Asian and 


Afro-Caribbean car workers at 


its Dagenham plant in Essex more 
than £70,000 compensation for 
racial discrimination after they were 
turned down for jobs in the com- 
pany's élite truck fleet. 


The company reached a last- 


minute agreement with the Trans- 
port antl General Workers' Union 
on Monday on new recruitment 
procedures for drivers’ jobs just as 
the dispute was due to return (O a 
London industrial tribunal, 


The deal, which will introduce an 


indepenrlent assessor into {ruck 
leet reecruilment — currently under 
the control of senior drivers — was 
hailedl by {he union andl the black 
workers as a breakthrough In a dis- 
pute which has becn running since 
1990. 


Bul Joln Cheshire, Jearler of the 


30 (ruck fleet clrivcrs, sall {hey 
were in dispute with the union over 
“the way lhey have conductitl busi- 
ness wîth us", and renewed a threat 
lo take his powerful group of work- 
ers inlo the suuall, rival Unilecd Road 
‘Transport linin. 


Hawover, Bob Purkiss, TUOYYU 


mitin cqually officer, who siuirl 
hr was very hippy with the settle 
muut, waruel the rivers thn iny 
eM le go it mone woull lay 
itu hr hancls of the conimny. 
which lis already tril uneCoss- 
lully lo Cunîruî nı lhrir work. 


If ıe truck h4n1 werkir carry | 


oul their hreal, Lis likely ta park 1 
pehin row wiliin {he [ratiun 
Uni Umgress, A URTU urffwial 
argued tual (he agreement EXONOT- 
aleel the drivers of accusations of 
racist recruitment practices, 


Abouıt 45 per cent of Ford protlulc- 


Plan to sell Inland Revenue 


servatives have reduced themselves 
to the role of the nation's pawnbro- 
ker, desperately flogging off any- 
thing they can get their hands on.” 

Privatisation is to be given high 
priority in the Tory manifesto, as 
part of plans to push government 
expenditure below 4Û per cent of 
the gross domestic product. 

The privatisations canvassed in- 
clude the Past Office, London Un- 
derground, Nalional Savings and 
the social services. 

The fragility of Mr Major's gov- 
ernment haš been increasingly in 
evidence since the start of the 1997 
parliamentary sesslon last week. 

In a debate on the health service 
last week, two Tory MPs werc 
brought to Westminster by arnbuı- 
lance to vote. The (lay before, tlie 
Government had scraped in by onc 
vote on an amendmcnt on the 
Crime and Punislımeni (Scotlancl) 
Bill. În the Lords, fhe Government 
suffered lwo defeats over bugging 
in the Police Bill last week, and a 
further defeat over conıpensation 
for gun shops on the following day. 


The change would have relaxed 
controls to allow grant-maintained 
schools to expand and increase their 
provision by more than 50 per cent. 

The Guardian has learnt that min- 
isters have ordered the Inland Rev- 
enue to look at its sale along the 
lines of the benefits offices sell-off. 

The sale is expected to mean the 
loss of thousands of jobs at the Rev- 
enue, which has 60,000 staff, with at 
least 100 offices earmarked for clo- 
sure. Handing over the running of 
lia computer to the American firm 
EDS has already led to staff cuts. 

The new proposals, revealed in a 
confidential letter dated last month, 
go much further, since the Govern- 
ment is proposing to sell the offices 
to a private firm. 

Derek Faster, Labours public 
services spokesman, sald: “Fron 
the detalls we have gleaned the 
Governmenl appears to be gallop 
ing towarcls a sell-off wilhout even 
checking wiıether the £250 million 
price tag is enough. I am alarmed 
that the taxpayer could be swindled 
by this deal.” He added: "The Con- 


Dayvld Henoke 
B LANS for the wholesale pri- 


vatisation of the Inland Rev- 

enue, involving the sale of 
450 offices and the introduction of 
private contractors to assess tax re- 
turns, aimed at raising £250 million 
a year, are being drawn up for the 
Conservative manifesto. 

John Major and his Cabinet held 
five hours of talks at Chequers on 
Monday to thrash out the details of 
manifesto pledges that will cover edl- 
ucation, pensions, the National Lot- 
tery and the welfare state, ag well as 
privatisation of Whitehall and other 
services, 

The day also saw the Govern- 
ment's critical position exposed as it 
suffered its first Commons defeat 
this parllamentary session, by one 
vote on an amendment to the Edu- 
cation Bill. Labour claimed the gov- 
ernmenl (lefeal — by 273 to 272 — 
was due to a "highly successful am- 
bush", Forly-six Tory MPs, includ- 
ing five cabinet ministers, were 
absent for the vote. 


in Brief 


ICHAEL. GRADE, Britain’s 

moat colourful television 
mogul, has stunned the media 
industry by quitting as Channel 
4's chief executive to pursue 
ather business interests, 


HE Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, launched a chal- 
lenge to a Court of Appeal ruling 
that the 15-year minimum term 
he imposed on the 10-year-old 
killers of toddler James Buiger 

was unlawful. 


HOUSANDS of packets of 

Milupa Milumil baby milk 
were taken off the ahelves after 
health experts linked it with 12 
caaea of salmonella. 


LEVEN asylum-seekers at 

Rochester prison in Kent are 
close to deatlı after they stopped 
taking fluids as part of a hunger 
strike that began on January O in 
proteat at being held in a prison 
rather than an immigration 
detention centre. 


N 86-year-old woman has 
died İn the Scottish food 
1ı [nHsoning outbreak, bringing the 
| #cott death toll to 18. 


۱ IXED warda in hospitals 

| are to be acrapped to im- 
prove putient privacy, tlhe Health 

Secretary, Stephen Dorrell, said. 

| 


| HREE youths have been 
, F arrested in connecton with a 
machete attaclk on a 14-year-old 


southeast London schaol. 
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cramperl, hantlconsiructerl under 
ground nelwork, were sail tu he 
ecuippecl with candles and sleepin 
bags as well as plentiful supplii- 
Air is belng pumped in la hel. 
Meanwhile om Sunrliy iı kruup wl 
prrteslers, moslly lucil Juple. “1 
up canip along the path of Il <" 
ond runway dıl Minclrsler aires 
Approve Tor the CITA illi ° 
sh TUWAY WN Ce Iw 
Cns on Dunnn'y 1 
© People alleneliny i wile ang” 
peucelil galbeTing a, ineluding e: 
rotmenliıl prerte™le1s smu 1il" 
groupe, ran be iı rel Jur sl 
nathing more Liu walking Ja? 
lhe read, following i High U” 
judgmenl las! wreck, Up - 
offence of tres[rissury iw 
police can ban gruupss uf ZU or 
meeting in û parliculir drwa ıl I 
fear “seviuus tlisrupliun lo the lr 


3 
aw 
ون‎ 


A protester awaits the bailiffs at Fairmile, where five activists are holed up underground FHT ADEE IE: : 


Protesters dig deep to save trees: 


Bul three fellow auli-roads ac- 
tivîsts (lug themselves in deep. They 
faced their sixlh consecutive night 
unclergtouncl on Tuesclay, retreating 
deeper into a labyrinth of tunnels as 
bailiffs mover in. Two activists, wlio 
lıatl been wilh (hen since lasl Thurs 
flay”, were arreslecl o1 Monday. 

The protesters issued six cCondi- 
ons for entdling lheir uceupidtion. 
‘Mese idlucdrd a demand Ua ie 
Highways Agemwy reveal the finan- 
cil details of lhe round io public 
suruliny, oad a hull te all 
cuslrucliaon uMil a publi inciry 
had been hell into lhe “Design, 
Buikl, Finance and Operale" system, 
under whiclı the roacl is being buill 
by ihe AngJg-Ger'num consortium, 

These were rejecled as “trlally 
unacveMable" by Mr Coleman, wla 
sîiel he hacl no power ta negotiale, 

The pruleslers were shOWINK no 


9 و‎ ;F 0 EE 


Geoffrey Qlbbs 


HREE aclivists have spent 
| days underground in a rat- 
infeslecl tunnel called Big 
Mamma, its bailiffs atloptecl a soflly- 
soflly appruitclh tu clearing Ihe route 
of a $50 nilio real through Devun. 
‘Jrevur Coleman, the under shel 
iff af Devon, surprised Campaigiurs 
un Thursday lisl week by slurninnjg 
the Fairmile canıp near Honiton 
while some of them were at it pub. 
Fairmile, at lhe op of i gentle 
Slope, is ane ûf three camps ilong 
the 13-mile route ûf a (lual carriage 
way’ lo link lhe Honiton Dypass witl 
the Mî molarway. The rua is 
being bıl by in Anglo-German 
consurtium under the Ûovern- 
ments nivate finance initiative. 
Mr Coleman cheekily said he hal 
cliûşeên lu move on Fairnıile on a 
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The Week in Brlitaln James Lewis 


Outcry as living history 
survey is suspended 


gîbly to win a few more votes from 
the flag-waving frater nity. 

Interested youngsters can RF 
ready join Arıny, Navy and Air 
Force catlel corps, which exist in 
more than 3,000 towns and villages. 
And more exclusive Coımbined 
Cadet Cums operate in 198 private 
schools and 45 slate schools. I is on 
the laller that tlie Delence Secre- 
tary, Michal Portillo, inlends to 
concentrate millions of pounds to 
dlpct the “isadlvantagecl" young. 

The srheme won a mixed rece” 
tion: amuxseel cynician df'om Hornter 
vatlelsa {Mr Porlillo iavolled tlw 
catlels as i schuolloy) ancl fury from 
ihe anti-kun lobby, which was (lis- 
miyccl al (le prospect rf rifle-inlinyz 
YOUTRSIUTS, 


HE LEPATIY Priure Miuister, 

Niicltıc] Heselline, is still 
thnughl uf as a big lıilter, but he 
wenl luo far when he denounce {lie 
tisilute for Public Policy Research 
(dAPUR) as a "Liıbour front tr ggiinisa- 
lon". The instilute was launching û 
wally report, Pronmnling Prospel= 
ily. wren by ioruling businessmen 
ancl academics, un how Lo int[H'Ove 
ile country's ceconumie [trfur 
uancce, Mir FHoselliue dismiss (Ik 
aullar's is "Tibor sthugus". 

Ihe PPR, {hough unloublelly 
lefideaning, is enlirely indeppenclend 
aî ihe Labour [rurly. What slung Mr 
Heselline was {hat lhe report ncked 
lAabnur's plans Tor û minin Wayê 
and for udopting the Pauapean 
LInion's sodal chapter — bolh ideas 
thal Labour hıns found harrl to sell (ù 
ihe business Cornntunity. 


HE GOVERNMENT was this 

week due to publish the 1997 
issue of is atlnmirable General 
Hauseltolkl Survey (GHS)J, a corm- 
prehensive conpilation ol key social 
slatislîcs that is uscd to del{ernine 
fure policy in arcas such as 
lealih, housing And cetlucalion. 
There are [ents, however, (lat this 
issue could be lhe last. Fildwnrlc 
on fhe nexl issue has bhevn sus 
ıwnclecl in ortler bo save monty. 

GHS iS pralucel by Hye Offire 
lur Natimıai Slauistics, which is 
itching Ue survey {o save i nere 
CAULK his year. Fhe devishan hits 
cist uulriRe AONE awacleics, 
elu argue that Ue survey ts mı Îr 
hevale loul, enalling researchers 
tı congille a slalislical piclurv of 
Brits, briugîing logouther details of 
their housing, iInCeNIL ancl jobs. 

Aclivifies thal are saspertclerd 
bave Aa habil of remaining suse 
peudled unless here is a loul publi 
outcry. Academics, led hy Denise 
lLirvesley, (irector of {hc tlefinitive 
daia uchive al Essrx university, aire 
cıpiügnîng lo sve the survey, 
CR gg thal te seriapy ÎU woudl fy iti 
lhe face of Ihe Croyvernmeul's policy 
of previeling rrlinble slalislics. 

The GHS aul is pralrcessor, 
Sn Treuls, hav ellen proclucetl 
valle evil — abut 1l 
Frowing acıp bwren Ticlı anl pour, 
ir example — wliich ıuininlel's 
wld prefer Bol to sev, Aud cummyll- 
eS ive somcetiuces cume ntl 
pressure {e play clown awlkwaurcl 
iulings, such 245 {hose bout the tiil- 
lure apel ffs of Mploy mnt. 

Uanpigners ku’ Velenlion of {he 
GHS are oxpeclerl 10 urge (hat, if 
maney really his to br saved, (le 
sırvey shoul be concluded every 


| schoolboy at the gates of his 
1 


YRA HINDLEY, who lıas al 

readly served 40 years in 
prison for her complicity’ iıı the nulr- 
der of five children, is to appeal 
through the courts against a ruling 
by the Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard. thal slıe should never be 
released, Her case, essentially, is 
thal sentencing should be a judicial 
exercise, not a political one; and that 


lwu years, rather than be dispenserl 


Thursdny because le knew soıne 
with altogetlıur. 


living there would have received 
1heir benefit payments and gone to 
the pub. 


inclinatlon to coıne out. "Each tine 

we gO through a cloor Lhey ove 

back behind another one," he said. 
The protesters, holel up in lhe 


tion workers at Dagenham are froınm 
ethnic minorities, but they account 
for 1.8 per cent of the coveted drivers’ 
jobs, which often pass from father lo 
son. Annual pay fur truck feet dJri- 
vers is abo £32,000, coımnparedl 
1 with £16,000 for shopflogr workers, 
KA 5 One of the seven workers said: 
+ : E “We are very bitter it has taken this 
unday’s march in London of the ‘Kings Army’, part of the English | long, but we are happy with the oult- 


tle connnunily", even il tlie meen: 
is nonDbstructive and non-violent 


| 
EALTH officials aay there 


| arc no plans to withdraw an 

, anti-malarla drug — mefloquine, 
marketed as Lariam — despite 
the death of a six-year-old girl 
from side-effects. 


‘Big car' Britain, page 19 


HE COMMANDER of British 
forces in the Gulf war, General 
Sir Peter de la Billiêre {now retired), 
readed witl resiraint when he was 
banned by the Ministry of Defence 
from visiting ıe depits of his former 


Clark wins shock return 


He pledged that he would “be- 


Ministers gel 


Head frst . . 4 participant in last S 
Rebecca Smithers 


Sm pay-off 


regiınent, ihe SAS. "It's a matter be- | release dates should be decicled by hive: În a mama (Fa E suit HE Home Office is consider- | Civil War Society, which re-enacts the wars of Charles I and Parliament PHOTOGRAPH. RAY LITTLE Î come for future generations. 
2 and the ا ا‎ not by a politician HE controversial former ıninis- | and proper", and claimed that lıe leks epee a of 
e ban was applied to all those | seeking reelection. ter and selfconfessed adulterer | was never deliberately flamboyant: k : : - - 
who have written books about the The killings by Nliss Hindley and | Alan Clark staged a dramatic political | "I am what I am.” ااا‎ : 0 bl ی اا‎ M ayhew ralls al RA violen Ce La bou ۲ ta rd ets Cri mî nails 
e ,کڈ‎ e the lan Brady all those years ago were | conıeback last week when Tories in Mr Clark gave up his Plymouth AXPAYERS have paid out ٣ ا‎ ahe ا‎ ّ 
séling Bravo Two Zero author, i savage in the extreme, but the de- { Kensinglon and Chelsea selected Î Sutton seat at the last election aft £500,000 in 1axfree “£0 ج ج ج ج ص ےر ق‎ 1 dditî : 
Andy MicNah. The nıinistry said | monisation of the "moors nıurder- Î hîm to contest their prestigious Lon- | 18 years in Parliament, but n handshakes” to 71 ministers WM ous A6 murder. David Sharrock excluded from the resumed Stor | Ewen MacAskill E O I DT 


tence. That is likely to provide the 
incentive to reveal funds hitherto 


ABOUR is proposing a radical 


mont talks — was inextricably 
linked with the IRA and would not 


S IR Patrick Mayhew on Monday 


have resigned from John Ma05 


madle little secret of his desire to 


don constiluency at lhe next election. 
Mr Clark is guaranteecl to win the 


cers" by the Fleet Street Labloids 
ever’ since lıas [ecl the public lust for 


lhase who hal revealed SAS secrets 
would nn longer be invited to (lin- 


ست 
return to Westminster. Ironicall t since 1992, accord | ; ۰ . : 1 1 1 1‏ 
E‏ و le e‏ ر 0 ا اا ORE THAN 100 prisoners ۰ r î E et‏ أ ers, ruunians all remembrance | revenge lhat the crirninal justice | seat — a tradilional Tory enclave | has E E DES E i ue êd by the Cont‏ 
vervices al lhe regiments HQ in | systenı was (lesignctl lo assuage. and one of the safest in the country | since leaving Parliament, through | mons library for lan Mot arte ls moved to 23 jails e 2 fire, sienalling a | ballot box being given an ultimatum: pay your A Labour’ source said this could‏ 
publication of his controversial | Labour's enıployment Oe a hre a Ral re e ior yen: The political development minis- Î defence costs or face an extra prison j mean that if a crinıinal was sen- 1‏ پلا ای E inl svrrot locatiuns‏ 
AOU U Cel. ir Nicholas Scott, wlıo was de- | diaries and hi 1 inister's are all ented , ' : i 1 ٣ : ced to four years in jail, the j 1‏ ® 
e ٤ 1‏ ا e ts e Kêk E‏ اا ا e e‏ ا eg‏ ا 0 last ycar. luis e al leg a lg ee ministerial salafês. e e‏ ا (DoCt- al‏ ا 
ا irs spokesntan,‏ 1 . 1 : ا 2 3 Folk} ollktr, xan MH IS IW espilte fears 1 uitanical letl to e - : : as‏ 
1 ا A Tens lt E‏ و nd ER ent O r ry‏ ا ol hE O been wrecked large parts of the jail. said: “I g0 e‏ ا ا bunks — his atlobiygraphy, and an backlash following Sir Nichols 's fal‏ 
٩ acetal of the Cull wir ~ bikl betl from grace afler a series af dlrink- | in 1945, but [ailed to make the | members of the Lords, with Lord 0 0 Teland down We will lieve that the Progressive Unionist | ing public outrage over criminals | The source seid jt would nat apply j bi‏ 
antl reliıted EE the forıner (lefence | shortlist. Rodger, the lord advocate. receiving BU 76B EE bi aE a open | Parly or the Ulster Democratic | who receive legal aid even though | to a criminal wlio clearly had no | 1 ٠‏ ا ا RR‏ 
w Nol "ant uuK dU UVOFY- iia inalian j - ne HÛ : : 1 r Ji : 1 Ts‏ 
O el i E a e rhe ١ 2 r een EES fe‏ ا ر 0 1 We shall‏ ی یر 0 na MPs the top payne certificates have been‏ ا ر ا e ١ hall‏ ا Iv. think they asked ine ta ki ollt". n e‏ 
ae ie i ar e e |:‏ 2 ا م give‏ ا No ape had ver sii uy posed il ‘The only female candidate, Patri- | and sexual history might stand 1 were £658 to the former Welsh es stolen, MPs discovered We shall‏ 
seçurily risk, unl boll had becune cia Morris, was elîminaled after the | his way. Among his many con- | secretary John Redwood, 1 i E 0 In hê end youı will spend long | gnlhered at S{ornıont for this year's | Mr Boateng, labour MP for Î larly over where the linc should be Li‏ ل 
r li:‏ و ا ااا ا ا ا 0 years of your lives in prison, con- | first full session lle which e‏ اا quesls, he had an affair with a | resigned to e‏ ا چ 2 0 pL E‏ 
spiraling legal e Sh : r nway ancl tho : 1i,‏ بوا 0 0 beyonc issue‏ واي hu victed often upon information fronı | failed‏ ي wife and both her daugh- j leadership,‏ و a ٤ e 0 Ww‏ 5 ا A E his butik el‏ 
N N a | EAMUS HEANEY won he | wilt your om commun, vhaorm | deemmieionlng panier e, | e Pee ty ag The Con | She propoenl ls sali to heve the 1‏ 
TT 5 nî 1 ۰ . . . : AIF 0 1 ٠ 1 2 a u8.‏ "ر آ ۳ . ا 5 u‏ ˆ : 5 1 ۰ 
rg i E‏ تا 0 ا ا found‏ ا و killing victel‏ ا alin 0 1 are lı n he : kix nfs Howein lhc third andl final ballot. Mr Clarks success Was virtually Payment to minislers € Year award for hig collection Speaking after loyalist involve- | Derry who‏ 
ancellor i‏ 0 پ ی ا ا E sacrificed. ۰ victor e r Clark emerged ` guarantee, one insider said, after he j sleaze and sex scan ‘he forte of poctry, The Spirit Level, ment in the Stormont peace talks 13 people an Bloody Suntdlay 2# e 0 1 2 acce‏ ا ysl]‏ 
a ıe election.‏ 1 ا اا او 0 for a new‏ ا eo lad delivered an absolutely brilliant | £5,276 to Tim Yeo, who fale was guarantecl for the time being, | years ago, las‏ أ 2 pac‏ ا 
اوی ا : اا 1 1 a r a e‏ ا affai i‏ م suo Sir Patrick launched an atlack on | inquiry‏ ا e lhe only candidate environment‏ ا E‏ ا ENE EEE A let‏ اس 
e T d which cusls of his r Hhadlow ie Gordon Brown‏ م 1 ا a re minisierS who DITH HAISMAN, Britain’a lhe Provisiona la the strength of‏ ا ا ا ix planer] J . thc n solulel iene hon oL Con‏ 
i ‘eionlion ûf liera "The judge. will make (he deter | lıaving capped vubli di‏ بترا dian's “cash r oldest survivor of the Titanic | which was being read as a further‏ :1 ا 2 0 edl "toi il ı reer e lo been cl 1 E A‏ 
purporledly o instil ù gremter sense : e been e o represen Is canıpaign, not just his own". quit after the uarll iye 450 disaster, has died. She cele- sign that Ulister may be about to ÎÛ points to the participalion of so e Et | : 1 0 Pp 14 spend,‏ 
questions" scandal, rec brated her 100th birthday last descend into further violence. other than parairovpers, firing from | tnination; no extra bureaucracy Î5 each department wou have lo find‏ _ے of srlfJise ipline, loyally and Mness the strongest C onservafive division‏ 
in (ıê nabons teeıragers — and pas- in Ihe country, Comment, page 12, eaclı. : ctober. He said that Sinn Fein — which is | Derry's city walls or near thenı. required. lı defnult, the defendant | internal savings uncler Labour.‏ 
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Inquiry call as trial collapses MTs attack witness payments 


that the need to publish material 
from a witness can override the 
possible damage to a trial fron pay- 
ing for it." 

If the proposals became law, a 
newspaper could ot approach a wit- 
ness until the time limit for an ap- 
peal against a verdîct had expired, 

The Government has to make a 
response (o the commiiltee's prOpOS- 
als, but the immıinence of the gen- 
eral election makes legislation 
unlikely in the present Parliament. 

The committee said il would be 
difficult to define the public inter 
est, “Tinıe and again the PCC's reanc- 
tion is to offer half measures wlien 
raclîcal change is called for . .. We 
(lo nol accept that the PCC cannot 
provicle itself with autlıority to fine 
ur to orcler {he payment of compe n- 
aation. In adlition we recommeinel 
ilat offending juurnilists be pub- 
liely namecl in a report." 

Bul the MPS conclusions were 
greuurl wilh dismay by the POC. Il 
had ınoved to lighten the mublic 
interest juaificalion fur paynient 10 
wilnesses, which would live tt be 
clisclasecd to lhe pDseculian and 
defence. 

"Ve rennin srongly of (he view 
that changes ko the cocle, which has 
been siguificantly Uughcnul, ınenns 
there is ne nvecl for legisliiiun.” 


Andrew Gulf 


HEQUEBOOKR journalism in- 
volving trial winesses should 
be outlawed, MPs said lasl week. 

The national heritage select come 
mittee sail there were no circum- 
stances in which such paynıent to a 
witness by newspapers or broad- 
casters would be justified by the 
public interest, lts recommentla- 
tions, (lenouncetl as bordering on 
censorship by press watchdags, go 
further than proposals niade last 
year by the Lord Chancellor. 

The comnuiittee, chaired by tive 
Labour MP Gerald Kaufman, said 
legislation should be passed at the 
earliest date. It tlenıanclecl the Press 
Complainls Commission change İts 
rules «o that it coukl impose heavy 
fines on offending newspapers aul 
arder {hem to my compensalinn, 

Mr Kaufman sall! “A reprimand 
Irom fhe PCC is 4 slap on the wrist. 
Fiuing would tell eclitors {hese nat- 
ters are laken very sriously." 

“The cnmntiltee's tough line bal- 
lowecl concern aban lhe 1995 trial 
nf mass murdercr Rosentuıry West, 
imn which 1% witneeses wero re 
ported lo hiye sigue conlreuids or 
lo have been pail by the mecliit. 

“The report sail: Wu cannol in 
iy circunmstnnces acceemt hc view 


Wlıitemoor and 
break-out. 

lan Bruce, the MP for Dorset 
South and a former parllamentary 
aide to prisons minister Ann Widde- 
combe, said he was seeking a fresh 
inquiry into the disappearance of 
Peter Curran, a prison officer at tlie 
Cambridgeshire jail who has been 
missing for almost two years. 

Mir Curran, aged 38, was last seen 
on March 14, 1995, when lıe left 
home to play golf His wife, Chris 
tine, said she believed her husband 
was dead. 

Two clays before he disappeared, 
Mr Curran was suspéendled front lils 
job at Whıitemoor for allegedly supe 
plying prisoners with toiletries. 

Mr Bruce's comments follow the 
death of another Whilemoor prison 
ufficer. Marcia Whilchurst, aged 37, 
died when her car plunged into 4 
river near Wisbech. She was driving 
to courl tu five evince mM lhe 
dborterl trial uf the six men nceusetl 
of trying to escape in Sepfeniber 
194. She had been in the prison 
cunirol room (luring (he break-out 
and was due to be crossexaiminecl 
about her êntrics in a lng buok. 

Mr Bruvce’s caonıments will acl tn 
the pressure un Mr Howaril lr hul 
a fresh inquiry into the break-out. 
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published cletails of the men's previ- 
ous convictions and their IRA con- 
nections, in breach of a court ruling. 

During the second hearing, the 
jury hearl evidencè from senior 
prison service figures contradicting 
evidence given to the official Wood- 
cock inquiry into the escape. 

Lawyers for the defendants have 
called for a fresh public inquiry 
after claims that the perimeter fence 
of fhe maximunı security jall had 
been cut in advance. 

Michael Mansfield QC, clefence 
counsel for one of the convicted IRA 
men, said eviclence yet to be lenrd 
would have shown the men received 
outsicle assistance in their at- 
tempted escape in Septenıber 1994. 
Vitnl vitleo tapes showing {he cr 
ciînl moment when the prisoners 
went througlı a perimeter fence al 
the high sccurity jail had “disap” 
pearecl”, he said. 

‘The row erunled as Michael 
Howard, ihe Home Secretary, saicl 
that he was consiclering giving 
prosecuturs the right to appeal 
agaiusl a cmıri's clecision to aban- 
don trinls. 

Mr Howard said the breakoul 
had been thoroughly examined by a 
previous inquiry, antl that (he aban- 
donment of lhe Irial Ior a secoıul 
time had imuportanl legal ranificit 
tions. “Tlie clecision in this ase 
rises sPrimis queslionns about 
whether {here should be a njpor- 
ıunily lo revirw on appeal clecisions 
of this kincl," he said. 

Any legislative change giving the 
prosecution the right lo appeal 
cntlél be seen qs g further erosion of 
jurlicial independence, although 4 
spokeswoman lor the Lord Chancel- 
lors department said Lord Mackay 
of Clashfern was "very supportive" 
of Mr Howarcl's view. 

Meanwhile a Conservative MP 
has called for a police investigation 
into possible links between the 
disappearance of a prison officer at 


Alan Travia and 
Lawrence Donegan 


س س ص 
HE TRIAL of five IRA men‏ 
and an armed robber‏ 
charged with escaping from‏ 
the maximum security Whitenıoor‏ 
prison collapsed last week because‏ 
incriminating publicity meant they‏ 
could not get a fair hearing.‏ 

A decision will be taken within a 
month on whether the editor of the 
London Evening Standard, Max 
Hastings, will be prosecuted for 
contempt of court. The newspaper 
had run an article that included an 
inside description of Belmarsh 
prison, where the defendants were 
held near Woolwich crown court. 

It also had an interview with in- 
mates and photographs of three of 
the clefendants, describing them as 
“[RA terrorists" and detailing tlieir 
convictions for bombing and politi- 
eal assassination. If found guilly, Mr 
Haslings could face a two-year jail 
senlence ancl an unlimitedl fine. 

The six (lefendants on trial for 
one of the most clramatic attenptecl 
breakouts for many years were all 
Category A exceptional risk prison- 
ers held inside the specinl secure 
unit at Whiitemoor’ prison. They art 
Paul Magee, agecl 4%; Liam MecCut- 
ler, 33: Danie! McNamee, 36; Liam 

CDuibhir, 34; Peter Sherry, 31: andl 
Anifrew Russell, 34. 

All denied breaking out of the 
prison, possessing it Tian . 25S auto- 
malic handgun dıı an RÛ .25 auto- 
matic pistol with intent to harm, and 
yossessing both firearms with il 
lent to break prison. Magee also 
denied assaulting a prison officer. 
John Kettleborouglh, causing hin 
xual bodily harm. 

lt was the second time that the 
| tial had been abandoned because 
of prejudicial publicity. The first 
jury was dismissed after the first 
day at Woolwich crown court in Sep- 
lember, after several newspapers 


Tribunal hears of ‘endless’ 
child abuse allegations 


Mr Elias said if wholesale abuse 
had occurred, social services staff at 
best were careless about the plight of 
children in their care and at worst 
“negligent to the point of gross pro- 
fessional incompetence, or even 
guilty of deliberate eye-closing”" to 
the state of affalrs in some homes. 

Andrew Moran QC told ‘the tri 
bunal that officers fron the North 
Wales force lad carried out inquires 
with integrity, determination and 
skill after being called in by Clwyd 
county council in 1991. He dismissed 
an allegation that an officer had 
failed to investigate a case of abuse 
because of masûnic influence, saying 
none was A member of the order. He 
rejected the “untruths and innu- 
endo" levelled against the force, 
which could had responded 

roperly to abuse allegations. . 
e Mr, Elias said Zurich 
Municipal, handling agents for 
Municipal Mutual Insurance, wrote 
to Clwyd council suggesting insur” 
nince cover could be ‘withdrawn if 
the procedures thé company set out 
were not followed, ' 

"The ‘need for public debate of 
the nature and extent of abuse took 
second place to the ‘financial cons 
derations' in the mind of [Zurich],” 
he said, “Even the ‘truth’ Was fe 
garded as a casualty İf financial con- 
siderations were at stake,” ` 


David Ward 


OUNCIL officials deliberately 

closed their eyes to “seemingly 
endless” allegations of abuse at chil- 
dren's homes in North Wales over 
more than 20 years, an inquiry 
heard last week, 

, Gerald Elias, QC, counsel to the 

tribunal ordered by Parliament last 
year, said in hiş opening address 
hat some alleged victims had been 
(lriven to suicide. Others had giveıi 
Cogent and consistent statements. 
„ “If accepted by this tribunal, then 
# may be they will compel the con- 
clusion that children in care in Clwyd 
and Gwynedld . . . were abused physi- 
cally or sexually on a scale bordering 
on wholesale exploitation.” 

‘The tribunal; chaired by Sir Ron- 
ald Waterhouse, a retired high court 
Judge, could 'laat a year ‘and cost 
£10 million, Evidence will be given 

180 former resident of homes 
who allege abuse, and 80 alleged 
abusera have been ordered to appear 
al hearings in Ewloe, Flintshire. ` ' 

The tribunal follows an inquiry by 
Clwyd county council. Its findings, 
completed last year, were not pub- 
lished. Eight people were prose- 
cuted after “an investigation by 
North Wales police in 1991-92 and 
six convicted of offehces involving 
physical or sexual abuse of children. 
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Portillo swims 
in deep water 


SKETCH 
Simon Hoggart 


OHN WILKINSON (Conser- 

vative, Northwood) inquired 
of Mr Portillo if he might con. 
Eratulate his right honourable 
friend on “an admirable deci- 
sion, expressed in the most 
felicitous language”. 

Once MPs always lapsed into 
this ermine-clad prose whenever 
the topic of the royal family 
arose. It is glutinous and syco- 
phantic, as if they were stroking 
the Orb, or alurping on the Greal 
Sceptre of State. 

Mr Portillo couldıı't work out 
precisely’ why’ the Government 
was proposing to apend 
£60 million on a new royal 
yacht. Britannia “has lent her 
prestige to the promotion of 
British exports worldwide and 
the altraction of inward İnvest- 
ment, and has hoated numerous 
commercial events,” he sald, 
somewhat infelicitously, I thought. 

If that were so, why not just 
call it the Everest Double- 
Glazing Royal Yacht? We've 
flogged off everything else. 

Apparently this will not do, AS | 
well as being a nice lite earner, ; 
the royal equivalent of Del Hoy's 
Robin Reliant, the yacht is also a 
symbol of our national spiril. 

Labour's apokesınan, David 
Clark, clearly hadn't spotlcd that 
he waa dealing with a piece of 
chutzpah hreathtaking even bY , 
the standards of the present 
Government. He naively inquired . 
why the Opposition hadl not hecn 
consulted before. (Answer: 
Because the Tories didn't want 
agreement; they wanted & 
publicity stunt.) Then he asked 
why Mr Portillo had rejected, “in 
such a cavalier manner, the 
injectlon of private capital?" 

The aight of a Labour front” 
bencher demanding private 
apending on public projects 
reduced the Tories to helpless 
laughter. Labour MPs spilt into 
two groups, the first being those 
auch as Peter Shore, who atood 
stiffly to attention, as if sailing 
into Portsmouth harbour. 

Othera, by contrast, produced 
lista of ways in which the monty 
could be better spent: pensioners, 
achools, hospitala, cold weather 
allowances, and so on. Mr Portillo 
told them that they didn’t under 
stand concepts such a8 “nations! 
esteem and national pride”. 

Tories urged a yacht Robert 
Maxwell would have envied. On 
demanded an on-board hell- 
copter pad, and was promised lt 
would. be there. (“And a casino, 
growled Dennis Skinner.) 

At one point Nicholas Soames 
appeared in danger of collapse 
at some humorous remarfkÎ  . 
miased. His shoulders heaved, 
he mopped his eyes, and his 
bald head turned puce, then 
crimson and, finally, a rich, d4" 
heliotrope as his whole frame 
began to shake alarmingly. 

He had barely recovered when 
Robert Key (C. Salisbury) a8 
ponderously what the new yac 
would be called. “Camilla” 
ahouted Dennla Skinner. E¥€P 


1 
1 
1 
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the Speaker collapsed in gig 


and Mr Soames was off again. 1 
WanS a terrible moment bub ا‎ 
the yacht, he has heen saved 10 


the nation at the last moment: . Ji 


پد 
sel‏ 


Mirror also gave the plan an over- 
whelming thumbs down. 

Despite the poll findings, Mr 
Portillo again ruled out private fund- 
ing. "If the state has one duty above 
others, it is to support the monar- 
chy, and 1 think we must do that 
wholeheartedly, and I think it's 
perfectly right to spend taxpayers’ 
money upon that," he said. 

But strong criticism came from 
the forıner prime minister Sir Ecdl- 
ward Heath, wlıo told BBC radio on 
Monday that ministers" behaviour 
was "not honourable". Central office 
sources acinıitted they were furious 
that the public comments by senior 
Tories such as Sir Edward had 
fanned the flames of the row. 

Britannia, wlıich will be decoın- 
missionecl later this year after a final 
round-the-world trip ending in Hong 
Kong when the colony is handel 
over to China, has been used on 700 
trips over 43 years. 
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a Impression of one possible dcaign for the new ves 
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tannia an important national asset, 
But sources made it clear that she 
was furious about the way the royal 
family has been dragged into the 
centre of the election campaign, just 
a3 it is fighting to restore its public 
image. 

The Queen is also unhappy about 
the way the Government made the 
announcement in tlıe Commons last 
week — altracling uproar from the 
opposition benches because it acl 
failed to consult then. 

German shipyarcls later indicaledl 
that {hey were keen to build the 
replacement royal yacht as it be- 
came clear European Union rules 
could force the Government to open 
up the tendering process. The 
prospect of a non-UK company win- 
ning the contract woull deepen the 
row over llie decision fo use taxpay- 
ets’ MONEY. 

In three telephone polls, the pub- 
lic voted against public expenditure 
being used by a margin of two to 
one, Newspaper polls in the Sun and 
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fanuly, said: “Wilı three years of un- 
precedented cuts in social services 
spendiig planned, we do not need to 
spend £60 million on a royal yacht." 

The Queen herself was dragged 
into the row about fhe royal yacht 
when Mîr Portillo accused Labour of 
having “no understanding of ihe 
ınonarchy” after it told her that a 
Blaîr government would nat fund 
the £60 million replacement. 

The shatlow chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, let the Queen know tlıat 
Labour would not pay for the yacht 
solely out of taxpayers’ money, al- 
lhough it wauld be preparecl to con- 
sider funding packages proposed by 
the private sector. 

The row inlensified over the 
weekend as senior Tories conlrover- 
slally embroiled lhe monarchy in 
partly politics, with both the Foreigt 
Secretaı'y, Maflcolm Rifkind, and the 
Chancellor. Kenneth Clarke, citi 
cising Labour's "foolish” decision. 

Buckingham Palace repeated the 
Queen's view that she considers Bri- 


Guardlan Reporters 


OHN MAJOR and Michael 

Portillo took a secret decision 

four months ago to delay. the 
announcement of a new £60 million 
royal yacht unlil last week so it 
could become part of a populist 
appeal to wavering Tory voters In 
llıe run-up to the genera! election. 

„, A joint decision was taken at 
Dowuing Street by tle Prime Mini- 
ster und tlıe Defence Secretary at 
lhe tîme of the Tory party confer 
ence. Mir Portillo said the decision 
revealed Conservative sıukpport for 
“a syntbol of (he nalion's pride", 

“I will be clesigned to exhibil an 
cırluriıg level uf slyle, elegance antl 
dignity ajırepriate to its rale antl 
sloulkl dul as a showcase for 
Briain's design and tenginvering 
skills," he sall, 

Tlic tleviston to build a replace- 
men for the royal yacht Britannia, 
which lıns just started its last tour, 
was keyl from lhe Labour party in 
the hope 1hat it would become a 
partly political issıte, catching tem 
flat-footed. 

David Clark. the slıadow tlefence 
secrelary, was noi (old about (he 
inuouncement until ihe day before 
md {lere was uo mention of it in 
November's Bulgct. 

Critics lave expressed surprise 
ul the tlecîsion to build another 
ruyal yaclil. Tle CGiovertnment an- 
ımuncl in 1994 that Brilannia 
woull be decommissioned after 
repair cosls werc revealed 10 be 
nearly £20 nillion. 

Wlitehuall was sald to be then 
working on a privale [finance iuilia- 
five thal would provide a replace- 
mem at no cost to {le taxpaycr. 
After a canıpaign to save 1he yacht, 
the privale scheme was abandorıecl, 
and the tutal bill will he pail by (he 
Goverrınenl. 

Alan Willlanıs, Labour MP for 
Swansea Wesl and a strong crilic of 
government spending on the royal 


Major vetoes racism fight | Blair offers lone parents work 


social security system ignores 
them. "It just sends them cheques 
and occasionally checks their 
addresses.” They receive no encour- 
agement to get back to work and do 
not have to be available for work 
unlll their youngest child is 16. 

But sources cloae to the Labour 
leader have stressed that there will 
be no ntove to force lone parents to 
work. 

Labour also plans to introduce a 
“exible and personalised" benefits 
service by introducing "one-stop 
shops" and a new jobs, education 
and training schenye, 

It also emerged that a Labour 
government would nıobilise volun- 
teer “foster grannies" to help 
educate children when parents and 
leachers found it difficult to cope. 
The scheme is already being piloted 
by Age Concern, 

, Health visilors, sonıe equipped 
wilh books and puppets, would help 
parents o proniote literacy and 
numeracy (hrough play, as well as 
giving advice on such things as 
ıneûasles and feeding, David 
Blunkelt, the party's education 
spokesımnan, loll a conference. 

Meanwhile students at secondary 
schools ancl colleges would be given 
lessons on parenling in a revised 
national curriculum as part of the 
party's drive to break the vicious 
cycle of low aspirations and ecluca- 
tional failure. . 


Ewen MacAskllil 


HE Labour leader, Tony Blair, 

last week unvelled a package of 
measures to help lone parents off 
benefits and into employment. 

Mîr Blair, who put his party on a 
renewed general election alert amid 
speculation of a March pol, is deter- 
mined to present Labour as having 
positive plans for government in 
contrast to what it claims is negative 
campaigning by the Conservatives, 

At a conference in Amsterdam, 
he promised that under Labour lone 
parents wilh children of school age 
will be invited to attend a local Job- 
Centre for a careers inlerview, They 
will also be informed about local 
childcare and alter-sclhıool clubs. 

Labour says [ar more lone par- 
enls depend onu slale benefits in 
Britain Ilhan in comparable coun- 
ries. Only Iour oul of 10 lone par- 
ints work in Britain, compared witlı 
sevén out of 10 in Sweden and eight 
out of 10 in France. 

“They are trapped on benefit 
becuuse lhcre ls a passive welfare 
slate, no national childcure strategy, 
an inflexible bencfits system, lack of 
education and skills. The people 
who bear the brunt are clılldr'en. 
One in lhree clıildlren in poverty are 
in lone-parent households,” Mr 
Blair said. 

Half of unemployed lune parents 
have children at school, yet the 


But on Monday the Home Office 
minister, Timathy Kirkhope, told a 
conference on anti-semitism and 
racism în Europe that the Govern- 
ment supported the idea of a 
monitoring unit controlled by 
governments, not made subject to 
EU laws. 

Tle proposal to set up an EU anti 
racist nıonitoriîng centre follows 
mounting evidence that racist, neo- 
Nazi and other far-right groups are 
developing links across Europe. 
Last week, Danish and Swedish po- 
lice intercepted an attempt by neo- 


Nazî groups operating under (he 


leadership of ihe Brilislı Combat 18 
fnclion to send letter hobs to 
mixed-race couples in Brilain. 

EU gavcernmenis are particularly 
angry wilh Britains refusal to ap- 
prove the crention of llc monitoring 
cemre since (hey hadl earlier been 
giveıu llıe inıpression thal approval 
woulrl be forthcoming, 

Wiın Kak, th Duiclı prime minis- 
ier and president of the European 
Council, ancl Jacques Santer, {le 
president of the Commission, haxl 
hopel to announce an agreemienl 
on (he cuatre when lıey launch lle 
year against racism in Tlie Huguc 
on January’ 30. 

The maln pupuose of (he centre 
would be to collect ancl analyse (lala 
from all member slates and sel Up a 
racisnı Hurl xenopltobia infor mitiorr 

nelwyrk. 


John Palmer in Brussels 


OHN MAJORS preelection 

campaign to present himself as 
a champion ofl Britain's ethnic 
minorities will be seriously under- 
mined this week by the Govern- 
menl's veto of a plan to establish a 

European Union centre to monitor 

racism and xenophobia throughout 

the union. 

Britain's veto of lhe project — 
which is backed by the other 14 EU 
governmenls — means the centre 
cannot forin part of the launch this 
week of the Buropean Year Against 
Racisını. 

Ethnic-minarity groups in Britain, 
wlıiclı support the cealablishnıenl of 
the EU centre, belicve that Ihe 
Rritislh veto exposes the hollowuess 
uf the Prime Minister's recent duecla- 
ralions agitinst racism, in [ıufiu ancl 

kish and al conferences of 

Asi orginiSsiions in Britain, asl 
weekal, Mir Major lauıtched i 
drive (u wer Ask volers, claintinyg 
the Cunservulive party was their 
naturil Morte. 

The clirecteor of le’ Joint Council 
for lhe WYelfirs of Immigrants, 
Chıude Moraes, said Ihe volo was 
prouf uf the Govermnent's ajuthy 
towards iraproviny race relations i11 
Europe. "The velo lets the Gover- 
ment's ınask slip. I doesn't stand up 
tu its þboast iJıat Britain has fhe best 

race relations legislation In Curope,” 
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With the encouragement of the 


authorities, thousands of people are 


joining the militias, eilher out of 


conviction or out of sheer ûppor- 


tunism. The [slanıist rebels have 
responded to the milirarisation of 


civilians with summary txecutions 
and horrific slaughters. The object 
is clear — to dissuade, by every 
possible nıearns, villages thinking of 
selling up 1hcir own armecl units 
ancl to punish the families of militia 
ımenıbers., 

Up ta November 19%6, when ıe 
constilutional referemlum 
place, the violence appeared to havc 
subsidecl. Boll tlhe capilal ancl the 
main provincial urban centres hal 
cstaped relaively unscatbecl. 

Accuplting the reassın'nnces of lhe 


Algerian authorities, Western busi- 


ness has relurnecl {o tu Coury. 
Enbiussies tht shut for sccurily 
rusons — Spain, Netherlands, Aus 
irin — have reopened, Ancl Cotut- 
tüzs hid hirl suspenderl slip lomalic 
rvlaliuns will Algiers — Brilain, 
Maly, Swizerlidl, Gernmuy — have 
reopen iialupnre., 

Ufficial dclegaliens have bec 
visiting Algiers. Work has resumed 
ûn several major pulalic prigjectis — 
sth is {he construction uf i1 Di 
hydrauuke clam north af Couslantine 
by iı Spanish firm. Furvign banks 
are agin beginnilg lo give cretlil 
lines for aancing operations, must 
she in Lhe nidturnl gas arl pelor 
lm ett’ 

in shurt, lhe country is showing 
ÎBuS ul relurwing lo nOrhual. Lf is tu 
prevent us from appening Tuat 
lhe murderous fury hat cpilomisen 


Algeria's fratricidal coulrontatiun is 


rAaÎng unce Agilln. 
January 23) 
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Why Algeria’s reign of terror has returned 


manto unl seized i: substantizıl 
dluantity ûf wenpons aul lefl surme Hi 
suldliers deatcl. 

‘The lesson las bevan well learnt. 
The army now takes parl in "erusl1- 
ing? Isluuists, but front i listiınce, 
alnost is speualors. His planes 
carry ul nalim bomb strikes 
aus lhe Iskunist guerrillas’ 
mountuin hicleouts. Artillery is lst 
lepluyed, bul cunscripls are rarcly 
senl iInlo uperaliûns ut the gr oungl. 
All the "dirty work”, so lu speak, is 
farmer out Li e D4 KEStrgE EOIN 


darmeric and {he mililias of well- 
antl — andl well-paicl — villagers. 
Sume observers see lhe slruggle 
igainst the Islamists is having beéeıı 


"privalisecl". 


Sweden's trail of Nazi gold 


prepared to pay only İn “clean” 
gold. For a bank governor, this 
was probably a legitimate concern 
but one patently lacking a moral 
dimension. The governınent 
brushed him off, saying there 
weren't “enough reasons to ralse 
the matter in tlıe proposed man- 
ner", Sweden cantlnuedl to re- 
ceive Naz gold until March 1944. 

Fifty years on, most Swedes 
have stil not come round to 
examining their consciences 
over their country’s bebaviour 
during the war — aa lf its neu- 
trality were sufficlent to cloak 
the paat. 

“We are, in fact, in the same 
boat as the Swiss, but In differ- 
ent proportians, for here the 
issue is shaking the system,” 
asaya Hedin. 

The World Jewish Congreasa is 


looking into Sweden's case follow- 


ing last November’ visit by its 
general secretary, Israel Singer, 
Swediahb authoriles told him they 


„Î were ready to co-operate in track- 


ing down Jewish property held in 
the country’s bankas. A working 
group of bank representatives, 


.the forelgı ministry and the 


Jayish community in Sweden 


was setup on January 14. 


“For now, we’re satlaficd," 


Î aayu Jan Nilsell, president of the 
Jewish communlly, But he 


warns that Jewish representa- 
tives would pull outif the “open- 


.neas and lıonesty” necessary for 


doing tie work properly were 


| notforthcoming. . 


(January 24) 


'Swias fund, paga 18: 


Benoit Peltler In Stockholm 


66 I "NMI ONLY an amateur,” 
says former Swedish am- 
bassador Sven-Fredrik Hedin. 
But this amateurs two-year 
search through the arclıivea has 
juat (thrown a harsh light on the 
warime attitude of Sweden, 
which, lke Switzerlancl, 
remained neutral. 

It was already knoun that the 
Swedes did good business with 
Germany during the second 
world war. At the risk of breach- 
ing its tradionai policy of neu- 
trallty, Stockholm exported iron 
to Germany — and Berlin settled 
a Jarge part of the bills with gold: 
35 tonnes in all. 

This is where the retired diplo- 
mat Hedin and Gêran Elgerneyr, 
a Journaliat and historian, enter 
the story. They have told a public 
inquiry that the Swedish govern- 
ment of the day knew the gold 
piling up in the state caffera was 
probably selzed in countriea 
overrun by Hitler's army. 

“The government WAS nware of 
it, ihis la clcar in the memo writ- 
ten by tho governor of the central 
bank at the (ime, Ivar Rooth," 
says Hedin, The memo, dated . 


‘February 13, 1943, appcara to 


have been written in renclon to 
anı Allied warning agalıışt accept- 
ing gold stolen from Nazi victims. 
In the memo, Rooth explalns 
that he told the trade minlater 


about the risks of conlnulng tq . . 


accept “talnted” gold. He pro» 
posed to write to Emil Publ, the 


.Reichabank’s deputy governor, 
;aaking him whether he would be 


n -_ 


tıeım. But un one poinl at lcasl lhe 
generals, who are the country's rel 
mastera, are agreed: ihe Islaniisls 
must not bır allowerl lo join thie regu 


lar arıny of 122,000 Iroops {inclu- 
ling NO conscripts), Ensuring 
lhe army's integrity is, therefarv, all- 


importarnl, 


Tovvever, in KS ancl [EM Slumic 
fundamentalists were busy al work 
amoung soldiers ané} went sume way 


towards destabilising the ıniltary. 


Over anl itbove lhe (lesertions, 1ilé 
ine cpisatle thal really shovk Lhe 
imy was the March 2, IG, 
asst un the Buughezoul garrisun, 
some LOÛkım south of Algiers. Aided 
by meınbers of the garrison itself, in- 
cluding NCOS, an Islamist conı- 


for hirrıself. President Chadli Benje- 
lid failaıl 1o follow the example arc 


was (luly oustecl froın office in Janıl- 
ary IKI by the military under the 


vwnimintd uf the clefence minister, 


General Khalel Nezzar. The eur- 
rent president, General Linmine 
Zêroual, has taken thesc lessons lo 
lear: he is both preside andl 


(lelence minister’, 
lı is iı mistake to imagine that tlie 
cluzen or’ so generals wlio helpecl 


Zéroual to power on tlic urulerstanndi- 


ing (hal he woul ûperate on the 


princijHe of primus infer pares art 
united. They ure split betwee wu 
tendencies — those who urke 
“erushing" the Islamists and those 
who advocate a "dialogue" with 


COMMENT 
Jean-Pierre Tuquol 


T HE start of Ramadan has co- 
inıcifled with an escalation in 
the violence that has been 
raging in Algeria over the past five 
years. What strategy is motivaling 
attacks altributed to militant Is- 
lamists wlıich have already claimed 
al least 150 lives? 

Certainly a tactical coherence can 
be (liscerned behind these crimes, 
The slauglıter of at least 26 people 
in a villıge on the vast Mitidja plain 
strvlching svuth of tle capital 
Algiers was anı indirect response to 
the arıned militias that the authori- 
tics are selling up İn villages, Ani 
the car burmnbs are probably the 
lslauisl response to the Western 
iuveslors who are beginning tO 
relurn to Algeria. 

Since indepenclence, the arnıy 
has been lhe pre-eminent force in 
Algeria rather than the FLN (Na- 
tonal Liberation Front), or Ihe 
country's chief labour union, the 
UGTA (General Union of Algerian 

Wiırkers). I1 is the backbone of a 
nation where cullural andl political 
livicles run dee}. 

Whorver commantls the army 
controls (he country. The disnıissal 
nî Ahmed Ben Bella, lhe firsl presi- 
dent of the People's Democratic 
Republic of Algeria, by his defence 
minister, Colonel Houari Boume- 
diéne, was no accident. After taking 
power Boumıediene took the precau- 
tion of keeping tlıe defence portfolio 


Hired guns menace Brazil's landless peasants 


peasant brandishing a machete, 
now flies throughout Brazil. The 
organisation's national co-ordinator, 
Joao Pedro Stedile, says the move- 
ment has recruited more than 
40,000 landless peasant faniülies at 
244 campsites, most of thenı locatecl 
around the perimeter of ranches 
earmarked for expropriation. 
Though the MST concedes some 
“progress” has been achieved in 
land refornı since Cardoso took of 
fice two years ago — he has 
promised to distribute 280,000 land 
ownership deeds during his four 
years in office — it is nevertheless 
nat relaxing its strategy of tirelessly 
drawing attention to the probİem. 


HE MST is all the more aggres- 

sive on this point as agrarian re- 
form is a popular cause in Brazil 
because of the exireme concentra- 
tion of land ownership today: almost 
half the property registered at the 
land office is in the hands of a mere 
2 per cent of landowners. 

Lent legitimacy by public opinion 
polla, the MST'sS siruggle, along 
with tlınt of other groups that have 
sprung up but are beyond its coı- 
trol, is now inspiring televislon 
scriplwriters, Lasl week an cpisocle 
of the very popular TV Globo soap 
upera O Rel clo Gatla showed a pis- 
toleiro assassinaling a nıember of 
parliament, lhe duughty champion 
of landless peasants. To nınke the 
story even nıore realistic, Benedita 
da Silva, a real-life senator from the 


'leftwing Workers’ Party, briefly ap- 


pearerl as the hero's griefslricken 


widow standing beside her . lıus- 
band's coffin. 


(January 23) 


In a period of less than two 
weeks, two ambushes have claimed 
thıe lives of five posseiros who, in all 
probability, were killed while trying 
to squat on estates not put to any 
use, Meanwhile at Paragonıinas, 
300km from the Parg state capital, 
Belém, a 23-year-old radio reporter, 
Nathan Galinho, was cut down by a 
hail of bullets. The police officer in 
charge of the inquiry said the re- 
porter had made "many enemies” 
by openly condemning in his radio 
reports the high-handed methods 
being used by the large landowners. 

This series of tragic develop- 
ments is now about to set off a far- 
ranging official reaction. According 
to information published in the local 
press and confirmed on January 20 
by Land Policy Minister Raoul Jung- 
mann, the government is getting 
ready to launch an operation aimed 
at a “general disarmament” in 
southern Para. The erackdown is to 
be led by the federal police, with 
logistical support from the arıny, 

Since (he revival last Decenıber 
of the Rural Democratic Union 
(UDR), a group made up of fazen- 
deiros which its detractors regard 
as a “latifundium militia", the 
chances of things gelling out of 


hand have increased considerably, 


In.1994, when the land reform — 
cautiously launched after the 
collapse of the military diclalorship 
— appeared likely to stall, tte UDR 
announced it was disbanding. But 


.the gathering momentum of the 


MST, which was founded in 1979 in 


:grassrools lay communities that 


have embraced liberation theology, 
has brought the revival of the UDR. 
The MST's red flag, featuring a 


Jean-Jacques Sévllla 
Ir"Rio de Janeiro 


INCE early January clashes 

between fazendeiros (big ranch- 
ers) and posseiros (poor tenant farm- 
ers} have escalated and the violence 
18 spreading to the different regions 
of Brazil. 

At Rio Bonito de Iguã in the 
south, two activists of the Move- 
ment of the Landless (MST) were 
killed in an ambush on January 16. 
Only the day before, acting in accor- 
dance with the National Agrarian 
Reform Plan (PNRA), President 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso had 
Signed a decree expropriating the 
10,700-hectare (41,265-acre) Pinhal 
Ralo estate, where the ambush took 
place. The two men killed came 
from two of the 80Û landless families 
who are to be settled on the prop- 
ert" — officially listed as “un- 
procluctive” — after it is divided up 
inlo lots, 

, Protesting agaist the assassina- 
lion of its activists, the MST immed 
alcly announced plans to “step up the 
canptgn to occupy unproductive 
dslates”, which it launched last year 
in all but six of Brazil's 26 states, 

In southern Pard, an Amazon 
tale twice the size of France, the 
climate of terror created by the 
fuzencdleiros is reflected in the statis- 
tics supplied by the Pastoral Com- 
nıisslon on Land, an agency of the 
influential Brazilian Bishops’ Confer” 
ence: 31 of the 47 agrarian refornı 
aclivisls murdered in Brazil last year 
came Ironı.this region, which ig still 
in the course of being settled and 


where pisfolelros (l 1 
0 bn (hired killers) lay 


e.2 a a maa mme ayy maggie r r r e? > 
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Britain still besotted 
py a tarnished dream 


post-Thatcherite Britain. The truth 
is that even after nearly lwo decades 
of rule by the new right, Britain 
resembles other European countries 
more than it does the US, 


British voters do not share wilh 


Americans the conviction that gov 
ernment is the problem and free 
markets the solution. When asked 
about human rights, $0 per cent of 
them rank the right to decent red. 
ical care over all civil and personal 
liberties. Britons do not have Amer; 
can attitucles to mobilily. A recent 
survey found that British workers 
are about 25 times less likely to con: 
sîder' moving to anotber' parl uf lhe 
country to earn mûare Honey ûr to 
find a job thant tlieir US coımierparts. 
Over half of British adults live within 
five ıniles of where {hey were burn. 


Unlike the US etleclurale, British 


volers cannot be persuaded (u giye 
up on the state as an institution that 
has the responsibility to prolert 
them from the worst risks. Along 
wilh every other Europea govern: 
ment, Labour in power will lave tht 
hard task of ınanaging an ineviıable , 
collision between insislent pulilical 
demands lor better public sırvigi . 
and fiscal constraints thal in ay 


pear future are linmeovable. 1 
ll can only du so if ils policirs al 


1o couple economic success wilh sır ' 
cial cohesion, In the US Ccolunik 


Darwinisın and cullural fundaimelr 


talisnı go togelher, Dracluclivily and 
dividends have been raisecl by Ireil 


ing families and comıuunilits u : 
unprofitable overheads. Busine ! 
efficiency has been promoted, W 
at the cost of a coherent vullult 
American pnliticians are powerles’ 
to regulate the economy. lusteal 
they pedelle a trivial ur puisonus ; 
politics ol family values and mass IM | 
varceration. 


| 
RITAIN shoulrl look to Europ | 
B and beyoncl lor policies that 
yoke the imperatives oj hé 
market economy lo the needs ol 
society. A Dulch experimenl —— thal 
has made labour nıarkets ntore e 
ible, paid people without work ã 
nıinimuın wage to lıelp make publi 
places safer, and pırotluced a lower 
rate of unemployment thal ow 
wage Britain wilhout compromising 
hasic stanclarcls of welfare prov1slon 
— merits close attention. The Aus 
tralian scheme enabling single Pa" 
ents to enter the labour marke 
mentioned by Torıy Blair last week, 
is not a sop to faınilial fundament 
isn; it is a way of bringing some ® 
those excluded fron work ~~ one 
five households today — back inl 
the mainstream of sociely. In AS# 
Singapore's policies for stale-adn 
istered pensions that are OWN a5 
personal property show that gor 
ernment can have a decisive rale in 
backing individual aspirallons. 

In the US, deregulated nia : 
have been promoted at the price 
desolating socjely. That America 
model has little to teach anyon 
about how economic efficiency 
social cohesion can be. made ® 
work together, In the cotming cen 
tury the European project will 
construct a dynamic market 
nomy that is friendly to vital hu 
needa. Britain should decouple. ' 
self from America's failing 0 
culture and join its partners i" 8 a 
ing that European future. 


John Gray is Professor of Politics $1 
the Unlyerslty of Oxfard.. , 


negative campaigning by polit- 
ical parties — iş it just an acci- 


dent that these recent themes in 
British political debate are all im- 
ports from the United States? Or do 
they signal a deepening Americani- 
sation of British politics and culture? 
Seventy years ago, Paul Valery 
wrote that Europe aspired to be 
ruled by an American comnıission., 
Not knowing how to ricl itself ûf its 
history, it sought to be relieved of it 
by belııg ruled by a country that haci 
none. Despairing of ever solving ils 
probleıns, Europe longed for Amerî- 
can happiness lo be inposed upon it. 


Valery's observation is strikingly’ 


untrue of Hurope today. There is a 
growing perception {hal {he social 
and economic model on which post- 
war Eııropean 
foundecl is not working. It has not 
solved mass unemployment, and in 
a post-cold war world it is declin- 
ingly competitive, 


prosperity was 


Few Europeans deny this model 


needs fundamental reform. They 
know Ihey must make their welfare 
palicies and labour ınarkels more 
flexible. Yet no European thinks of 
copying US policies. A society in 
whıiiclı widening economic and racial 
inequalities have become hope- 
lessly interiwined is nol a model 
that any of the states of continental 
Europe is inclined to emulate, The 
Brazilianised America that free-mar- 
ket policies have created, in wlıich 
people are not so nucl dividecl by 
race as segregaled racially by class, 
is neîtber admirecl nor envied in Eu- 
rope, lt is feared. America taday is 
not a source ùf inspiration lor Eur'o- 
peans, It is a warning to be heeded. 


Except, of course, in Brilain. For 


the past l8 years we have been 
ruled by a party all of whose inspira- 
tion comes from the US. Whal was 
Thatcherism, if it was not the pI'e- 
ject of Americanising Brilain? To be 


sure, there were always absurdities 
in the new riglıt's American cull. It 
seemed not to occur to Thatcherites 
to ask why many of the signs of con- 
temporary decadence against which 
they fulnıinated — the weakness of 
the family, the breakdown of law 
and order, political correctness — 
were so much more palpably ex- 
treme across the Atlantic. Nor has 
the Thatcherite romance with 
America been ımuch reciprocated. 
In Waslıington the suggestion that 
Britain nıight soıne day cut loose 
from Europe to link up with the US 
evokes incredulous contenipt. It is a 
symptom of the terminal unreality 
that pervades thinking on the Tory 
right that the delusion of a radically 
altered British relationship with the 
US seeıns sel to resurface after’ the 
general election. When candidates 
for the Conservative leadership 
coınpete in flirting with the fantasy 
of British withdrawal from the EU 
we may be sure that the Tories are 
in for a long spell in opposition, 
Americo-centrism is not a pecu- 
liar aberration of the Tory right. It 
spans muchlı ,of the political spec- 
trum in Britain. It is found among 
left liberals who imagine that the 
cure for British ills is a wrillen con- 


slîtulion and an American culture of 


rights. It is expressed by some in 


New Labour wlio think.that the poli 


cies and strategies of Clinton's New 
Denıocrats can be transferred to 


John Gray 
4 ERO TOLERANCE, workfare, 


temerlty' to do (he same, (hen Britain would have a 


12 COMMENT 


Vietnam on the 
Mediterranean 


HE ALGERIAN agony gets worac: it also be- 

comes an even more intractable conflict. More 
than 200 pcople have dled since the start of 
Ramadan. Those murdered by government militia 
or in reprisals on civilians are not listed. It ia, like 
all internal conflicts, vicious on both sides. The 
regime's security forces use napalm, torture pris- 
oners and punish civilians. The Muslim fundamen- 
tallat armed groups plant hombs in city markets — 
as wilh last week's first homb in the town of Blida 
— where maximım carnage will be cause. 
Government ministers are no longer pretending 
thıt only “rcsidual terrorism" remains after five 
yuars of fighling. Whatever else may be obscure 
about this appalling conflict, it has by now ns- 
sumucl thc charucter of a civil war. 

The latest bombings Also suggest an important 
shift of strateuy by the Armed Ialamicec Group 
((HA), which leucla (he fundamentalist assault on 
the urmy-lominutecl government, The accurily 
fortes haye sucrevtledl in penetrating many of (he 
no-go reas İn the Alferlan countryside, By simple 
repression, by mising mililin with the promise of 
guncrous pig, andl perhaps by cCoverlly cııcouragk- 
ing smaller cxtremist groups, (hey have crented 
their own version of terror, This is one reason for 
the guerrillas’ shift into the urban arcas,. 

"The second factor driving the guerrillas is a cal- 
culation familiar from many previous civil vars — 
including the one in Algerla four decades ago. It is 
the need to ensurc that the country does not fade 
from thc headlines, that the forcign governments 
accepling — faute de mies — the current regime 
Iuıve sonıe incentive to reconslder their policy and 
that the fiction of an improvement in (he situation 
is brutally exposed. If ncecceaury, ordinary civil- 
ians (who may syıupathise with the fundamental- 
lats) will be sacrificed to make the point. Some 
may even clic at the ınoscjue, as was clainted for 
one recent incident, although that could ecually 
well be a "provocation". 

Could any of this have heen avoided? Jt has 
becumc idle to arguc whether or not the annul- 
ment of parliamentary clcctlons — after the 
Islamic Salvation Front won the first round — was 
wise or justified. The clock cannot be turned back 
that far. YYhat is clcar is that since then the regime 
ha» been bereft of wit or imagination to provide a 
polilical alternative lhat might cither enticc or iso0- 
late the fundamentalists, President (and former 
general) Lamine Zcroual stagcd a consttulional 
referendum in November that banncd political 
parties founded onı religion and loaded the system 
in the government's favour. His claim of an over- 
vhclming 85 per cent vote in favour is unbcliev- 
able. The rcgime has no strategy except to hang on, 
kecp the country roads open by day and patrol the 
clties by uight. It is a familiar formula — Vietnam 
springs ta mind, And sooner or later it will destroy 
Algeria for all Aigerians. 


Buslnesg leaders and foreign potentatea would be 
happy to meet the Queen wherever she made her- 
self avallable, In the end these claims about the 
yacht are selfdecelving nonsense. 

Fhe royal yacht, said the Defence Secretary 
Michael Portilla, is “an important national asset 
and projects a prestigious image of Britain”, No it 
ian", and no if doean't The royal yacht is an 
embodiment of the anachronistic national gelf- 
delusion that we are a greater nation than we are 
and that we are a different nation from the one that 
we should now be, It la an expensive pretence that 
fools no one except the British. It is a £60 million 
vanity unit. One ınight think, on a day when the 
Forelgn Secretary was visitng Gibraltar and in a 
year when Britain finally withdraws from Hong 
Kong, that this would be a good moment to end a 
tradition more redolent of the era of the Kaiser and 
the Tsar than of the democratic age. Instead, the 
British government announces the opposite, It 
decides that thoroughly modern Britain is to begin 
the new nıillenniaum by launching a private yacht 
for the aavercign. It is as though the 20th century 
had not cxisted. 

Britnin'e political parties belatedly challenged this 
national absurdity. Labour inidally protested that 
privatc capital should have been ıısed, only later re- 
sponding to lhe project's unpopularity by saying it 
would not be alıle ta find the money within the next 
lwo years. The Opposition managcd to appear reac- 
tive and indecisive at the sume mc. Politicians are 
making the anne mistake thcy made when Windsor 
Castle burned down, wrongly imagining a surging 
public enthusiasm for public subsidies for the royal 
family, Few Britons would begrudge the Queen the 
necessary tools to do her job. But the argument has 
moved on fronı there. The public affectlon for the 
Quecn does nat extend to her familly, and certainly 
not to the Prince of Wales, who is likely to be the 
principal uscr of the new yacht. 


Dangerous 
attraction 


LAN CLARK'S selection as Conservative cal- 

didate for Kensington and Chelsea ought of 
course to be a cause for consternaton. This is, 
after all, the principal political villain of (he Arma 
to Iraq scandal, a man who ironically would prola- 
bly have been forced to resign from political life 
wien lhe Scott reporl was published last year. But 
there you go. That was laat year and this ia this, 
and the whirligig of ime has brought rewards not 
revcnge. Instead of leaving political life, Mr Clark 
haa succeeded in re-entering it. It all goes to show 
the wisdonı of Talleyrand; to be right or wrong is 
all a matter of dates, 

Mr Clark's selection is, in truth, a source of 
many pleasures, some of which we can own up to. 
Apart from anytbing else, it is good to see a 68- 
year-old win a nomination. But most of all it is a 
triumph for the heroic inconsistency of the human 
apeclea,. No passage of a political life is more con- 
tradictory than Nir Clarks. Readers of his Diaries 
will recall that the then MP for Plymouth was 
anxious to stand down from politics as long ago as 
1985, an impulse he eventually conquered, but 
only untill 19902, and which he has now reversed 
artce more, Nir Clark’s thoughts about his previous 
constituency assoclallon ought to have guaranteed 
thal he would never dare apply for a Conservative 
nomination again, let alone get one. “I find nıost of 
them boring, petty, malign, clumsily conspirator- 
ial, and parochial to a degree that cannot be saur- 
pasaed in any part of the United Kingdonı," he 
wrotc in the Dlarics. 

There will doubtless be those who will şay that 
the selcctlon of Mr Clark makes it difflcult for the 
Conservative party to parade itself ever again as the 
party of family values. Mr Clark is in fact, if one 
rendls the Diaries, a notably dedicated upholder of 
lhe family, in his own idiosyncratic way, But one 
secs what the crilics mcan, He has led what dis- 
creet newspapers used to deucribc as a colourful 
life nnd it will now be that bit harder for John Major 
to leadl his party on a moral crusade. But who in 
lcir right mind is complaining about that? 

ft the cend of Iaat ycar the Kensington and 
Chelsca Conservative Associntion dismissed Sir 
Nicholas Scott amid a general fecling that he had 
brotught tlıc Conservative party in SW3 into diare- 
pute, Now tlıey have chosen tle most celebrated 
Tury rake of the age. If only more constihtency par- 
tes, both Conservalive and Labout, had the 


Britain no longer 
rules the waves 


OLITICIANS in Britain talked all last week 
about the Ianguage of prioritics, and rightly so. 
With ihe partca competing to keep public apend- 
ing in check, each fresh piece of expenditure 
involves decisions of principle. But a new royal 
yacht i» no one's priority and no one’s principle. 
For £00 million you could build lyo hospltala, or 
six schuola, or even get yourself a prison. You 
coulil giv a useful £12,000 to ench UK secondary 
schoul ta buy much necded hooks or compulera. 
Those are lhc peoples prioridcs, Thal’s what lhe 
public spending argfuumenl ought to be about. 
Instead of which, Britons lave bhcen suddenly 
presented wilh last week's unexpected announce- 
ment. Out of the blue, £60 millllon will he lifted 
from governntcu reserves — ie, the taxpayer — to 
firnnec Ure royal foınily in the ınanncr' to which they 
have hecomce only too well accustomed, Britannin, 
the current royal yacht, is not a yacht in the normul 
sense of the word, but o small pussengcr liner pro- 
vide! for the monarch md ler fomily at public 
expense. Few other yacht havc a slıip's conıpany of 
282 people, as Britannla doca. Few go to sea with 
a 27-strong banl, Few are everı remotely as exper- 
sive as this one. Do not be taken irı by the sınoke- 


screen utilitarian arguments for the royal yacht. | much more interesting political class (han it does, 
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Cuba Signs Broad 
Pact With Canada 


rights. Foreign nations and human 
rights groups have long accused 
Cuba — a one-party Conınmu nist 
state where polilical organizing oul- 
side llıe pearly stiruclure is ınot tollr- 
alel — of repeated righls abuses, 
and the Castro government is eXx- 
treınely sensitive lo such criticism. 

Axworlhy, the highest-rankitkt 
Canadlîan official lo visîl Cuba sine’ 
1970, sall Canacla belicven it can 
help bring change le Cuba "thruugl: 
dUiVE CREAM intl chiialopue'," 
clearly diflerenlialing Tis pusilioi 
tum lhe U.S. policy of Sil elli. 

He mvt wilh Cislro for ti thru 
bur clinnoer tul Aan unscheduled 
hınch thal lasled nearly as leng. He 
sait the talks were cordial und wiıle- 
ring iME, oucbing on bunniuı igluls 
unr rcononie issucs, Bul cleclineul 
to give details. He called his visit “u 
guod beginning, n Hoacl slart, [t i5 o 
work in progress, bul opened up ill 
kiruls ûf possibililics.”™ 

Thnmas WH Lippman and Howard 
Srharfder in WVashinglon ride: Presi- 
deul Climon offered a low-key re- 
sponse la he agrvrmem, siving i1 


is unlikuly to produce results but 
rvfrainingg from criticizing {he Canil- 
diins hr making Ihe umusul 


arrnngemont. 

“NIy reaclimı n, Im graliticed that 
the Carislians, along with the Eure 
peaııs, are now lalking ınore lo Ll: 
Cubans about luıman righis and (lr 
ntocralic reforins,” Clinun sail. Bul 
le added, "I'm skeptical, fraukly. 


that . . . the recent discussions 
between the Canadians and lhe 
Cubans will lead to advances." 


In Ottawa, Axworthy sail lıe had 
no illusions about the pace or even 
the certainty of democratic change 
in Cuba. But he said his trip shows 
Canada's policy of engagement will 
be more successful {han “holding a 
megaphone in a Senate comıniee 
rOONI. 

Axworthy sald that follow-up mis- 
sions by Canadian jurists, bankers 
andi others, beginning a3 soon as this 
month, will continue a debate over 
political and civil reform in Cuba, He 
said Cuban officials approached 
Canada last spring about opening 
trade and political talks — a sign, Ax- 
worthy felt, that Cuba realizes it is 
now dependent on the international 
community for hard currency, tech- 
nology and economic development. 


Douglas Farah in Havana 


D EFYING U.S. efforts to 
isolate the government of 
President Fidel Castro, 
Canada last week announcecl a 14- 
point agrecnenl with Havana thal 
pletiges conperation on hunian 
rights and seeks to shield foreign 
investors turgcled for pnınishnaen 
hy Washington. 

ln iı joint stalement hore the {wo 
foreign ministers, Canada's ItHoycl 
Axwırlhy and Ûubrs Rubcrlu 
Robin, sil heir counlrics lil 
fered lo “broalening And tleepaun- 
E uwperalion on lhe sues of 
ban rights" through jut soni 
nars her il in Ciuuutla andl "avadu- 
mie excehigus etween officials, 
professionals inl experts.” Neither 
minister spelled out exanly wlıat 
thal would mvin in prdcliv, 

The agrevment ilso calls for un- 
specific] cooperation in Conıbıtink 
lhe HelmsBurlun Acl, a U.S. law 
ainied al punishing [foreign CiHupi- 
nics that tle business with Cuba. ln 
adelitiru, the 1wo coutlries Agro us 
inerwase cuuperition in cormbaling 
tlrug trafficking and imernntiornal 
terrorisın and l(a broaden efecononiu 
ties, and Cannda pledgecl i provitle 
Cuban wilh [oof and medical ail. 

Despite is lack of specifics, thi 
agreement amounts to the broadesl 
commitment yet by a major U.S. ally 
to work closely with the Castro gov- 
ernment and represents the 
sharpest division between Washing- 
ton and Ottawa over Cuban policy. 

Unlike the United States, which 
has maintained a trade embargo on 
Cuba since 1963, one year after it 
severed ties with the Castro govern- 
ment, Canada maintains normal 
diplomatic relations and is Cuba's 
largest trading partner. Canadian 
companies have some $500 million 
worth of investments in Cuba, and 
the Ottawa government strongly op- 
poses Helms-Burton, as do other 
inıportant U.S. allies, 

At a joint news conference with 
Robaina last week, Axworthy 
blasted Helms-Burton for “under- 
mining the fundaınental principles 
of international law" and called it a 
“virus in the system” of world order. 

Washington and Ottawa also dif 
fer sharply on how to approach 
Cuba on the subject of human 


Che Washington ost 


issue is, really, besiclv Ihe [imint, Bul 
to invoke, as Charles Colson ılkl in 
Tirst Things, the prosptecl of "a 
showclown belween church ul 
state" is (ownright chilling, In this 


counlry, we work (things oul 
through the pulilical system — in- 
cluding lhe collr1s — ancl not by re- 
ligious pronouncemeul, Otherwise, 
compromise is inıpussible and 
bonmtbs go off in Dumpsters. 

Intellecluals and politiciaıs — 
tlıcy are rarely one and the sane — 
wiha frame fhe abortion tlebate in 
starkly moralistic terms avr to ıın- 
clerstand that, inadvertently or not, 
they are providing a justification for 
violence. You can hear that very jus- 
tification in the weaselly language of 
anti-abortion leaders who condemn 
bombings and abortions İn the 
same breath, or in the pronounce- 
ments of politicians who call abor- 
tion mass murder, (Rep. Randy 
“Duke” Cunningham, R-California, 
inserted a newspaper column in the 
Congressional Record in which 
Susan Smith's murder of her two 
boys was deemed no different than 
abortlon.) 

We have been this way before — 
most recently in the Vietnanı era. 
Now, as then, we find intellectuals 
pronouncing the governmeit im- 
nioral and their cause not only para- 
mount but so morally compelling 
that, in between the lines or in bold- 
face, illegal acts can be justified. 
The argument now is religious, but 
the consequences are always the 
same: bombs go off, people die and 
zealots set the terms of debate. 


ins (hat were in viufa(iun of Cutts 
law. Iirst Things’ editor is Richartl 
John Neulıaus, a Catholic priest aııcl 
frequent conlributor tu (he National 
Review. [n olher worcls, he is no 
marginal igure. 

THe magazine coınpared tle 
United States to Nazî Gernuıny ancl 
said thal since “Law, as it is presemly 
made by the judiciary, has declared 
iis indepeudence from morality," it 
would examine the proposition that 
“The government . . . nG longer g0v- 
erııs by coıısent of the governed.” 

This was sirung stuff — lun 
strong for some of First Things eli- 
torial board members, Gertrude 
Hirnmelfarb, Walter Berns and 
Peter Berger, three prominent neo- 
conservative intellectuals, resigned 
from the editorial board while other 
intellectuals, such as symposium 
contributor Robert Bork, merely 
registered their strong disagree- 
ment — but not their abhorrence. 

The judicial decisions that so vex 
these cunservatives have to do with 
gay rights, physician-assisted Sui- 
cides and — if not mostly — abor- 
tion. Of course, these are all moral 
as well as political issues and it is 
incumbent on religious leaders to 
speak out. As it happens, though, 
they are no more unanimous about 
abortion than is the general public. 
But, in poll after poll, a majority of 
Americans support abortion rights 
~~ although not in aJ circum- 
slances. 

Well, maybe the Nazi regime ini 
tially had the sane level of support, 
s0 to cite polling.data about a moral 
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Bombs Won't 
Win Debate 
On Abortion 


OPINION 
Richard Cohen 


ASHINGTON had lwo bomb 

scares on Wednesday last 
week. The first occurred across the 
sireet from ait abortion cliric art 
the ether around (he corner at tlıe 
Mayflower Hotel where NARAL, tlıe 
prechoice organizalion, was haviny 
a lunclı. In nciller case was there aû 
bomb. ln boll cases, though, the 
“sort™" was juslifiecl, Wherever there 
is ıt commectiun tn abortion, (here is 
always the possibilty of violence. 

“This, of course, is precisely wliiul 
sume untitborlion aClivists inteticl, 
Clinics now have the securily tle- 
vices of CIA saf’ houses and yol 
cannot xo near urte without thinking 
that, for just a moment, your life is 
in some (langer. After all, it was just 
last mouth that Lwo bombs wenl off 
qulsidle an Atlanta clinic — {he 

second designe] 1o0 maim or kill 
emergency workers or journalisls 
rushing to the blasl. 

The technique is hardly new. It is 
userl in Beirıu and Northern Ireland 
antl other places where religious (lif 
ferences have petrified into stone- 
cold hate, It is preposterous to say 
that something similar is happening 
here — residents of Beirut or 
Belfast would double over in laugli- 
ter at the comparison — but it is not 
too mucl to say that this is what 
some people intend. 

The language of the anti-abortion 
moveınent, a piece of it anyway, is 
just plain ugly in its implications: To 
kill the killers of babies is not killlng 
at all. It is, as Operation Rescue 
founder Randall Terry said one 
prominent abortionist deserved, an 
execution. He was referring to Dr. 
Warren Herr, the most prominent 
practitioner of late-term abortions. 

It's particularly troubling that 
such extreme language is not lim- 
ited to fringe figures in the anti- 
abortion movement. In November, 
an obscure — but important — con- 
servative journal, First Things, pub- 
lished a symposium entitled “The 
End of Democracy?” It posed that 
question because the editors felt 
that the federal judiciary, partic 
larly fhe Supreme Court, has 
usurped the democratic process 
and, in certain cases, rendered opin- 


. <, to fund any group that sup- 
ports terrorism," then it la per- 


. misaible. “I we were talking: 


lere about Iran or Libya," Mir. 
Burns added, “lt would le a 
different scenario.” 

But wiy?. As with Iran, It is 


. Sudan's government tha United 


States has nccuscd, not a partic- 


.ular organizallon svithin ‘the 


country. The United States haa. 
approved ınllitary nssls{ance for’ 
threc of Sudan's nelghhors : thant 
support Sudanese, rebels, It 
expelled a Sudanese. diplomat 


„from New York laat spring ufler 


alleging hjs invoivemont in a plot 


to honb U.N. headyuartera, 


Sudau, accorclng to the Smte 
Depariment itaclf, scrves “as a 
refuge, nexus and training hub" 
for terrorists, Why then , allow 
U.S. companies to bolster 
Sutlan's regime? 


Sudan allowed the California- 
based Occidental Petrolcum 
Corp. to open negotiations with 
Sudan on development of a 3.5 
billion-barrel oit field. Occidental 
lad given about $600,000 to the 
two politcal partica during the. 
previous two years, almost cvenly. 
divided between Detgerats anci 
Republicans, including $ 100,000, 


.to he DNC on March 20 . laat 


yeaf . ٤ e 
Therc is ‘no cvidence of a 
connection . between . those 
donations and the exempillon for, 
Sudan. But there is algo no 
convincing . explanation as yet 
for why, .lhe exemption was 
granted, . State  Depnrlnent 
spokesııan Nicholas Burns said 
tht “tlıere’s fess here than you 
might think," If investment 1s 
found “not to have an impact on 
Any potential act of terrorism or 


Tangle of Commerce and Terrorism 


in Pretoria, or anywhere else in 
the world. It can only :undercut 
U.S. efforts to isolate what it 
considers — or snys it considera 
—roguo stnte8.. , 

The fıcts relntcd .to Sısdan 
remain somewhat .: , murky. 
President Clînton last, . April 
signed the Antiterrorisn Acl, 
which barred Americnns from 
cngaging in any financial trana- 
actiona witlı governments on (he 
U.S. list of terrorism aponsoras. 
Those listed ara .Norlh Korea, 
Culka, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya 
and Sudan. În August the almin- 
istrnion exenıpted, for some 
transactions, Syria — ostensibly 
to encourage ita participation iri 
the Midcast pence process — 
and Sudan. The exemption for 


Africa that all U.S. ald would be 
cut off if it went through with the 
sale, because U.S, law required 
such an acon —~ no ifs, ands or 
buts. 

There ia, of course, a world of 
between. selling 
weaponry .and developing oil 


, fielda, the ecconomlc activity that 


iş in çquestlon .in Sudan. There 
can be no justification for South 
Africa's proposed arma sale to 
Syria, ancl news of. reconsidera. 
don of the matter is welcome, 
Yet the clasticliy of the lw when 


. 1t comes to U.S. economic inter- 


ests — and especially when 
those interests alse happen fo 
contribute generously to the 
Democratic National Committee 
(DNC) — will not go unnoticed 


. difference 


EDITORIAL 


ANY PEOPLE must have 

J. been surprised to learn of 
the Clinton administration's 
stealthily granted permission for 
S. invesûnent in Sudan, de- 
spitc public U.S, contentions 
(hat Sudan ils a terrorist- 
Supporling state, Those Inter-' 
Cated in the ncws, reported by 


The Washington Post last week, 


may have included officials in 
South Africa, who have just 
withstood a tonguc-lashing from 
Washington for considering the 
sale of tank gunaights to Syria, 
another alleged sponsor of ter- 
rorisnı. American officlals, you 
may’ recall, had warned South 
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14 fe Monde /INTERNATIONAL 
Trouble brewing on the home front 


کک چ 


The YL iihaaton For a2. 


ووا © 


۳ 


opposition 


Descendants of a Jewish 

farnily forced to flee the . in the dock 

Third Reich have returned eT EFT 

to eastern Germany tO in AbldJan, Ivory Coast 

reclaim their property. IGER'S state security 

Annick Cojean reports Cy el, ual 
HEN Traute Herrmann ا ت‎ e uprlaing, 

WwW ظ‎ rary r Ibrahim Baré Mafnassara on 

German town on the ouiskirts YT 

E ّ ar 9 with 60 of their supporters,‏ ا 


were arreated after a demon- 
atration in the capital, Niamey, 
on January 11. 


ideal location: they [ound {hen 
selves living in the ınidrlle of a high- 
seaurily area less ihan 200 metres 


front (he boarder wiih West Berlin. e aa arap lee the 
Nu relalions, nelghbours or e n چ‎ 
[rientls could visl fhonmt without r access 


But the regime, which seized 
power in a coup last January, 
saw the demonstration as the 


former president, Mahamane 
Ousmane, Mamadou Tanja, and 
Mamadou Issoufou. 


mann's house. Shaken by the dis- 
tress the affair has caused, he says 
he tried to persuade his fellow heirs 


the beginning of the Third Reich." 


HE law, however, is unamr 
biguous: it requires all Jew- 


legally from my parents, The 
sııckers! To the Saberskys, we're all 
usurpers. 


prior clearance from (he police, No 
repair man was allowed in wilhout a 
pass and a boly search. “Coalmen 


usw to thump coal on the pavement firat ingê 5 a „process of 

in [ronl of our gate, and the whole desta ورا‎ on 1 2 

family hatl ta spend hours taking it Nige 0 on e وا‎ 

down to the cellar,” she recalls. once riven by erce ا‎ e8, 
Everythiug was regarded with unanimously ر‎ a ۴ 

suspicion, even the comings and go- Mainassara’s ي‎ on ۰ 

ings of children from one garden to grounds that last ا وا‎ - 

mother. Although a Conımunist dential election e e 

Parly member, Herrmann spent a the Independent ie 

lot of time wrangling with official | former East Germany for the reati- | — luckily for them — did not get And they could never hope to be j Electoral Commission was 

dorm andl the police, ution of property confiscated by | sent to aconcentration camp,” paid the final instalments of the dissolved in the middle of the 
But she and lıer fanılly eventually | Nazis or communists. In nearby After the Teltow residents set up a j Sales because Jewish bank accounts | voting, and the European 

grew fond of their large three-slorey Î Potsdam alone there have been | defence group, the situation gradually | and assets had been frozen. Union and the United States 

house and especially ils garden, | 5,000 such claims, half of {hem by j became more tense. Embarrassed Local residents digmiss such jÎ questioned the validity of the 

which became a staging post for | Jewish families, But the Seehof case | politicians and local councillors scrab- | arguments. They claim the Saber- | electoral process. 

migratug hirds. “One day we | is eaelly the biggest — İn area (83 | bled about for a compromise solution, Î skys wanted to bring off a long- The regime has since organ 

counted 17 different species,” she | hectares), in value (reportedly over | Sonnenthal was saddened by the hos- | planned lucrative property deal, as jİ ised a general election — boy- 

remembers witlı exciteınent. $200 million}, and because of the j tility of some reactions he encoun- Î can be seen from various maps Û cotted by all the political parties 
In 1989, shortiy before the reunt j number of people involved. tered and by the appearance of | which show the layout of the lots | — and restored links with 

ficalion of Germany, the Herr- While most of Seehof's inhabi- | antiSemitic graffiti. and how they were to be connected Û France and international أ‎ 

manns scraped together enough | tants panicked at the idea of being Local residents dismissed the | up to gas and electricity. “Its quite | financial institutions. 

money to buy lhe house from the | dispossessed or evicted, some re- | graffiti as “a silly prank by drunken Î clear the Sabersky heirs aren't inter- In the days leading up to the 

local authorities, wlıo told them it | fused to accept there was a problem | teenagers” or “a provocation by a j ested in justice,” says Herrmann. j first anniversary of the coup, the 

had been built by “a fascist” in 1936 Î as they had received no demand Î handful of Berlin extremists who | “They have a financial interest in opposition was apparently 

and laken over by ihe East German | from the Sabersky heirs. “They'd | have no business to be in Seehof’. Î the fact that our land is only half an Î tempted to try the “Serb 

government in 1949, say to me: ‘I have the greatest sym- | Sonnenthal is not so sure: “There is | hour from the centre of Berlin." technique of organising daily 
The Herrmanns’ son wanted to | pathy for you, Frau Herrmann, but, Î latent antiSemitism here. These Since 1991 Sonnenthal has had Î demonstrations. The regime re” 

convert the loft Into more rooms. | you see, my personal case is very | people only just about accept the | several meetings with residents and | sponded by arresting the main 

He got planning permission after | different. I1 inherited this house | fact that Jews were persecuted from | drunk many cups of coffee at Herr- Î opposition leaders, including the 


chtaining a certificate stating the 
house was not subject to any de- 
mand for restitution filed by a possi- 


ble owner in West Germany. But Herrmann's adversary had a to drop their dentands for the resti- Following the judiciary’s 
work was postponed for lack of | name but no face. Then in 1991 ish property to be restored Î tution of land that had been bullt on, j refusal to ban a demonstration 
money and the planning permission |j Peter Sonrenthal, a great-grandson | to its owners’ heirs, unless it can be | “so nobody would run the risk of Î onJanuary 11, the gover ıment 
expired. When he applied for an- | of the Saberskys born in New York | proved it was freely sold by the own- | being evicted from their home as | set up the state security court, 
other certificate, he was told that | in 1954, made his first visit to See- | ers under nornıal market conditions. | members of our family were”. whose members can be expe 
the heirs of a German-Jewish family j hof. He spent a lot of time walking | Local residents have been trying to But that was too generous for the | to be more sympathetic towards 
that had fled Berlin shortly after | along its cobbled streets and stop- j prove precisely that. They claim the | other heirs. Last summer Sonnen- | government policies. 
Kristallnacht in 1938 had just de- | ping ir front of each house. He was | Saberskys organised the sale of their | thal offered residents another solu- France, the US, several ۴ 
mandedl the restihution of the land |} anxiously watched by residents. estate before they fled Germany. tion: they should buy off the | human righta organlsatiorıs a 
on which the house was built. Then he patısed on the steps of The administrative authority in Î Saberskys’ claims to for a token price | the Socialist International have 
“| was in a state of shock," said | the Sonunenthal Villa, which he Î charge of restitution cases came to | of 15 deutschmarks ($9) per square | all called for the release of the 


jailed opposition members: 
However, a Nlamey-based 


metre. Some were tempted by the 
offer, but most reacted angrily. 


the same conclusion last year when 
it rejected the Sabersky heirs’ de- 


recognised gs the selting of many 
family photlograplıs. He had long 


his mollıer. “I reread the letter fron1 
the authoriies 50 times, 1 felt sick. 


Where had these people popped up | dreamt of Seehof and its grounds, | mandi “except for three plots of land, In any case, as the judicial author- | foreign diplomat feels that once 
from? Why had they appeared so | its fruit trees and flowerbeds, which Î which were confiscated at a late | ities have already dismissed the | the anniversary of the coup ha 
suddenly? And what right had they j| clown the years, and from a great | date by the Nazis", Sabersky case twice, it is difficult to | passed, the situation will be- 

10 lay claim to a house we had | distance, had been cherished and “That was a political and oppor- | see what further legal recourse they | come less tense. 

bought quite legally and paid for oul | nmplifiecl by family memories. tunistic decision — to avold stirring | have. Sonnenthal says he is deter- Baré Malnassara’s coup WAS 
of alifclime's savings?” “If Hiller hacin't come to power, if | up trouble," Sonnenthal says. | mined to exhaust every possibility, | triggered by the institutional 

Herrmann was not going lo give | he hadn't declared a pitiless war on | “They're busy rewrlling history." Î even if the process drags on, as | deadlock that resulted from 4 
up without a igh. First, slıe nceded | the Jews, my family would not have Î His family would never, he argues, j could happen, for 15 or 20 years. clash between the former pref” 
ın eslablish thc facilis. She discov- | been scattered around 1lıe world — | jıave surldenly decided in 1938 to Time seems to have come to a halt | dent, Ousmane, and the 0 
urel {hat Sechof, fhe wooded resi- | fhey would still be Tiving an their | carve up their farming estate into | in Seehof. No legal transactions can Î mentary majority centred on the 
dential clistricl the fanily Jived in, | lars in Germany," he says. “But | 850 lois and sell {hem off had it not Î be carriel out. Mortgages have been | former single party. All the gigas 
hil once been a luge farming es- | something terrible happenerl in this Î been for the pressure of political Î frozen and repair work postponed. | are that the country is bracing 
ale belonging to one of Berlin's | country, for wliich everyone must | events, anti-Jewish legislation and | Herrmann's neighbour gat so fed up | itaelf for another standoff ~~ thi8 
mıost powerful Jewish families, the | be accountable, even if they arc ofa | particularly the law forbidding Jews | with her temperamental central heat- | time between the military 
Sabersky-Sonnenthals, before being | different generation. All comnw- Î from running a farm, ing system, cracked walls and leak- | regime aiid the entire politica 
built on in the late lhirtics. nismı cll was postpone Ihe hour of He says {hey would never, unless | ing roof that she decided she would | community. 1 
She also questioned Ihose who | reckoning.” ihey had been forced, have called on | be better off renting elsewhere, ` Janüary 19-20) 
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Sonnenthal understands, but 
nothing will induce him to give up. 


“Why should eastern Germany be 
the only part of Germany ıiot tû takê 


a long hard look at ifs awn past? No 


degree of distress can jüstify a peo- 
ple not facing up to’ their collective 


responsibility anci their past," 
'''' (January 8) 


the services of a local estate agent 
— a leading Nazi — to organise the 
advertising and sale of the lots in 
relur ı1ı for a 20 per cêént commission, 


which he later jacked up to 40 per 


cent, Had they not been scared and 


desperate to sell, they would not 
have accepted sale prices some 


20 per cent below the going rate. 


Herrmann would lave preferred 
not to have had to fuce thal reckon- 
ing. “MÎy father was a cotınmunist 
nnd spent nine and a half years in a 
coniceritratiori carnp. So [ can elait: 
that my fantily too has suffered its 
share of repression. It would be re- 


ally-unfaîr if i were kicked out so as 
to compensate 4 Jewish family who 


coull remember tlle prewar years 
— and who had been tauglıt by 40 
years of communist rule not to feel 
rccountable for the Nazi period. She 
was not alone: 550 homes had been 
built or the lanl now claimed by the 
Sabersky heirs. 
Since the Wall came down, count 
less claims have been loclged in 


aT 
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Cause nul effect ils were appiu- 
enl in Seplvmuber, when Arab susie 
billie abut Jerusalem were 
similarly ignoral with {he opening 
of û tunel near lhe [slanic holy 
siles on lhe Tenple Mount; it four 
diay shuulîng war in ihe West Bank 
wns, 

Ntanyabu's prosuatler Sanu 
has ven lad ù pple cffeclt run 
wilıuin. Lale list yriır LUV, OUD) stiikitg 
lsraeli workers prulesteıl he priv 
uiuier's anunounceuenl theut u: in- 
lemls to raise laxes und cul sucinl 
spenliug — this against the buck- 
ground of a Labor Parly xiniale 
Wh guv subsites 1u te | 
Jewish seUonuenls — iuhabiled by | 
just 1490M people — Cost [sritcli 
taxpayers $3U0 million a year. 

Uliuately, {hé peace process 
may depend in part on changing our 
way of seeing. We slıoulld not be 
comiorted by allowing ourselves to 
regard Noam Friedman et al as 
disturbed individuals who have 
gone astray, They should be seen 
for what they are: symptoms of 1 


1 
3 
a 


+ 
2 


4 ۴ 


nol serinusly challenge Nelany:luu 
on the selllemem issue. Jusl ns 
Yasser Arafat is oblige to rein in 
Palestinian extremists, Nelanyaly 
sloull not be given cart blanche to 
allow a Cimale if Jewish cxlratnism 
lo fourisl. 

In u lig Inove recenlly, cihi 
former iglrrmking American ipl 
uit aud policy ulficials including 
Jaws Baker, Zbignirw Brzezinski 
and Cyrus Vince siw fit tu send Nu 
tanyahu a leer clistising him — 
albeit in tiplotuatir language =— for 
endangering lle peace proccss will 
his policy on setlemenis. 

Evie of thal tingur is abun= 
dan, he calltuubrespuuse palterin 
uf viulence played out repeatedly by’ 
Israelis and Paleslnians is uflen 
sparkal by announcentenls uf 
pravûcalive pulicy. This was tlhe 
case in Decenıber, wien Palestinian 
gunnten attacked a West Bank set- 
tler family, killing two and wounding 
five a day after the Israeli govern- 
ment approved plans for a new jew- 
ish housing development inside an 


Force of rms . . . he perception of Israel's moral superiority in cnlrenched in the LS. 


argled thal Popper wis suffering 
from pustktraumalic stress, bul 
psycliatrists who examined Popper 
fouud him fi to stand trial, andl be 
was sentencecl to seven life lernıs, 

Before lat there was the noluri- 
wus Jewish suitler underground, 27 
members of which werr convicteıl 
in 18? lor crimes including cCunspiir- 
ity 1o blow up Jerusalem's Dunit of 
lhe Ruck Musque, lhe placing ul 
bombs un Arab buses ind the 
MaMing of two Pulesliniarn Hilyors 
in lhe Wesl Bak. Wlıen thy 
received relalively lighi sentences 
— ranging fom four ınonths to 10 
years — Vzhak Shamir, then for- 
eign ninisler, characleizerl Ile 
UnVÎUls is "excellen buys who 
errecl" and recomnıended thal they 
be pardoned. 

U.S. Mideast envoy Denııis Russ 
did yeonıan's service in lielping Js- 
raeli and Palestinian negotiators 
close a deal on the pullout of Israeli 
forces from Hebron, which was 
complicated by linkage to the wicler 
terms of the Oslo accords, But suclı 
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Ending a One-Sided 


View of Violence 


It's about time we stopped pretending that Israel's 
extremists are crazy, writes Marda Dunsky 


enjoy state support, both financial 
and moral. Indeed, the settlement 
policies of the Netanyahu govern- 
ment are provoking and sustaining 
a cycle of bloodshed between 
Israelis and Palestinians — with 
dangerous spillover effecls through- 
out the region, including increased 
risks for Americans. 

Relalions between Israel and her 
(wo Arab peace partners, Egypt aid 
Jordan, have coolcd considerably 
since Binyamin Netanyahu's elec- 
lon in May list yenr. Syria ancl 
Isracl Are nuw trading aceusalions 
that the other is preparing for war 
— With iicreased irony movements 
and buillups by both sides in lhe 
trolan Heights as well as in soutlı 
Lebunau. Antl it is not unlikely that 
Islamic Iuudamentalists aclive in 
Saucli Arabia ancl elsewhere in the 
Middle east are iuspirecl ta hit 
American largels Dy continuing eVÎ- 
dence of unnuitigated U.S, support 
far a hard-line, provocative Iarucli 
government, 

The percepilian uf Israel's moral 
superiorily is» su entrenchecl, al leasl 
in the United Slales, thal comparing 
the violent setllers will bus bonıbei's 
of Hamas mûy seem unthinkable lo 
some. But (he lıistûry ûf settler viu- 
lence shows Ilıat the fears of Arab 
Hebrouites for their safely in the 
mosque und (he markelplice dire: as 
legitimate: its lhose of Jewish bus 
rider's in Tel Aviv and Jeruşaleın, 

In May 194Û, a 21-year-old gun- 
man named Anıi Popper fire an 
assault rifle at a group of Palestinian 
workers fronı Gaza waiting for lrans- 
port near the town of Rishon Le-Zion, 
southeast of Tel Aviv. The attack left 
seven people dead and 10 others 
wounded. lınnıediately after the inci- 


ITH another bloody 
scenario played out in 
Hebron recently, it may 


seem comforting to know that tlıe 
shooting spree of uffduty lsraeli 
soldier Noam Friedman was the 
deecl of a man with a history of 
psychiairic problen1s, Alter all, no 
one in his right mind would open 
[ire in a crowded market, as did 
Friednıan, wounding six Palestinians 
in his owu personal bicl to halt the 
ace process AS an agreement on 
Isracll troop witliclrawal fronı Hebron 
appeared to be (lrawing near. 
Iriedlman now takes his place 
alongsicle Yigil Amir, Lhe assassin 
uf lormer Jsr'aeli Print Minister 
Yilzhak Rabin — and also a onetinie 
seıninarian —~ anl Baruch Golcl- 
sicin, the settler wlıo killecl dozeııs 
af Palestinians praying in Febrorı's 
Ibrahimi Mosque in 1994 with an 
army-issuedl semiautomalic weapon. 
‘These three shared the belief (hat 
any political process that aims 1o 
give away thal which has been 
divinely given 10 (he Jewish peuple 
sbuuldl be stoppecl lead in its tracks. 
lIhis irfiumvirale, lhuugl, couglıt 
lo force recounsicleraliion vf {he 
widely held perception thal Jewish 
terrorlisls Coumil rutlon, indiviki- 
ull acts, while Palestinian Arab 
terrorists are members of massive, 
well-structured and well-financed 
ûrgùanizations. The ımind-sel Lhat 
categorizes Noanı Friedman simply 
as a crazed individual obscures the 
ficl that the ingredients for terror- 
ism — ideology, organization, fund- 
ng and willingness to commit 
violence against civilians — are pre- 
sent in the ranks of Jewish and Arab 
exiremists alike. 
It also ignores the fact that the 
settlers, from whose ranks Fried- 


1 denl, authorities described him as j an accomplishment is contradicted | Arab 1 1 iY 
man, Amir and Golrlstein emerged, | “deranged.” At the time, his attorney | by an al U.S. policy’ that does | J E و‎ e E EE 
® 
Radio Talk Show Reflects New Face of El Salvador rE e e 
vlolent crime. 
Douglas Farah in San Salvador | in Chapultepec, Mexico, on station and a member of a ings during the conflict. Before Many of the remaining proh- 
— | Fanuary 16, 1992. “1 never prominent conservative family. tempera flared, Dutriz cracked a j lems were listed in a new report 
URING the dozen devastat- thought I would be with such a When the program is on the joke, and talk returned to the by the D.C.-based research cen- 
ing years when El Salvador diverse group of people when air, the switchboard la jammed news. ter Washington Office on Latin 
at war with itself, Mauricio things had been so polarized. with calls, said program man- The peace agreement, bro- America, titled “Chapultepec 
ATEaS was a top combat cOon- We have learned it is hetter to ager Narciso Castillo — a sign kered by the United Nations and | Five Years Later: El Salvador's 
Fig İn the U.S.-backed mili- | talk to each other than ignore that people are tired of the strongly supported by the United | Political Reality and Uncertain 
1 Y. Salvador Samayoa was a each other,” heated partisan rhetoric of other | States, allowed the FMLN to lay | Future.” 
eader of the Marxist insurgency Samayoa, a leader of the political broadcasta. down ita weapons in exchange :“The central issue facing EI 
a to defeat the army. Farabundo Marti National Ãa the country braces for con- j for becoming a legal political Salvador 1s whether the peace 
ow, flve yeara after a historic Î Liberation Front (FMLN) who gresalonal and municipal elec- party, It called for broad purgea j process of democratization {s5 
agreement that brought an j represented the guerrilla group Î tiona in March, reconcillatlon in the military and punishment now irreversalble, or whether the 
end to the conflict, the two for- during the peace negotiations, takes on particular importance. { of human-rights abusers, and it winding down of international akt- 
r er riin are partners in an | said the program, was “a natural | Already, the Republican replaced the country’s three . tentlon and fnancia! assistance 
ely enterprise: They co-host | part of the peace process, of | Nationaliat Alliance, a rightwing i often repreasive police forces will be followed by a resurgence 
کار‎ regarded radio program | learning to live together,” party known by the acronym witiı a single civilian police of authoritarian practices and 
ed at showing that despite Neither man claims this Arena, and the former rebels of j corps. . 2 the consolidation of political aud 
0 of bloodahed costing process has solved the small na- | the FMLN are exchanging verhal During the war, the Unlted economic power in the hands of 
,Û00 lives, reconcillation ls tlon’s vast problema of poverty blows that recall tie harshest . Î States poured $4 billlon into traditonal elites,” the report 
passible, and endemic violence, But the recriminations of the war. E! Salvador in military and eco- nald.. 1 e 
۴ On the program, which has program, with its calm question» , Old antagonisms show nomic ald, making i¢ one of While acknowledging “there 1s 
red every weekday morning for | and-anawer format and civil dis- | through, too, when Vargas, Washington's more controveralal j much ta celebrate” in the last 
a than two months, the two cussion of national problems, ia | Samayona and others at thelr and expensive foreign commlt- . | five years, the report found : 
terview cabinet ministers, for- | one of the most noticeable signa | radio station get together for ments during the 1980a, The “there are disturbing signs of re- 
n guerrilla commandera, that old enemies can gain re- editorial hoard meetings. leftist FMLN receiyced smaller treat” in carrying out some aB- 
ing bankers and politicians, | spect for each other and work to- | In one recent meeting, Vargas | amounts of outside ald as welt as | pects of the peace pfreement. 
el ofwhom were on different | gether in a society that was torn | turned to Samayoa and blamed | loglatical support from ا‎ ` Among the problems, the re- 
1C8 of the war, apart by decades of political El Salvador’s continued poverly | Communilstruled Cuba and port found, were lagging elec- 
: 1 ania thought we would polarization, widespread human İ on the FMLN's wartime cam- Nicaraguan. ٍ toral reforma, the reaurgence of 
0 this stage this qulckly, rights abuses and hatred. palgn of economic aabotage. While there are widespread . soma olements of the far right 
people who were once en- j “What we are seeing with this Î Samayon responded that not signs of hope, and few dispute lorıg assoclated with death 
ّ C8 could sit down and talk program is a measure of the only the country’s economic ,the cotintry haa changed greatly | squads, Berlous problema of dis- 
things," said Vargas, a re. | transformation of Salvadoran s0- problems but ita ecological ones | since {he peace pact was signed, | cipline and morale in the new 
; eneral who helped negoti- | ciety,” said Jose Alfredo Dutriz, | as well were caused in part by | there also is concern about ihe | police force, and a slow pace of 
© peace agreement signed İ a major shareholder ju the radio İ the military’a widespread bomb- Î peace process's continued judicial change. ! 
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Wanting I( 


Both Ways on 
Land Mines 


EDITORIAL 


MERICA'S LATEST official 

position on anti-personnel 
land mines is diminished by the 
administraion’s desire to have 
it both ways. It ia prepared to 
stigmatize these weapons, but 
only up to a point that will allow 
it to keep some of them avail. 
able for certain American mill- 
tary ugesa. 

The United States is prepared 
to negotiate an international ban 
on mines, but the forum that it 
bag now chosen — the linlted 
Natons’” conaensus-bound Geir 
eva disarmament conference — 
promises only slow nnd uncer- 
tain results. 

The administ'adlon’s posture 
on minea suggests a tightly 
coiled moral readiness to rid the 
planet of unmarked “dumb” 
weapons that do not scl 
destruct, and whose special 
quality is that, left behind as 
they commonly are when the 
soldiers depart, they menace 
civilians indefinitely. 

But then the Pentagon weighs 
in with its own insistent, and nol 
immoral, claim to retain {and 
use safely) “duımb" as well as 
smart mines to protect the lives 
of American soldiers — right 
now in Korea, again perhaps in 
Iraq or wherever. 

Actually, the contradiction | 
can be resolved. On the military | 
side change ia possible. Expert | 
military testimony attests to tht . 
existence of other weapons and | 
other tactics to replace mines. 
amart and dumb, as protection 
for American forcea. 

But there is no changing the 
fact that dumb mines are 
uniquely resistant to the code 
that mandatea a full effort tû 
prevent weapons of war from 
becoming indiscriminate we" 
poné of hlood anıd terror against 
civilians. 

It ia late in the century to be 
applying this code of civillan 
respect. It is not too late, how’ 
ever. Americans, who have 
never had to deal with land 
mines on thelr own soll, need 
ask the dozens of nations where 
leftover mines are still explod- 
ing today. 

The best American course 
remains a unilateral renuncia" 
don. This would make the 
United States the instant leader 
of what a wave of international 
opinion has made a glob 
cause. 

The next-best course i8 €0” 
tation. The Geneva appfo2 
to walt for a consensus tha 


clally Russia and 
Canadian approach, In contrast, 
is to slgn quickly a treaty bar 
ning amart as well 


mines arid to count on inte” 


the 


Sen. Patrick Leahy, the Senate 
leading anti-mihe voice, and the 
doesn’t work, switch to 

Canadian way. 1 
would help if the military dehat 
got out ‘into 


people ‘could judge better. for 


the Pentagon's Pf" 


themêelves 
mine case, 
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tial sweeps of their archives have 
founcl lille more than $32 million. 

Meanwhile, the head of tlıe 
Israel-based Jewish Agency, which 
has played a leading role in expos- 
ing the banking scandal, said he has 
received death threats sent by mail 
from Switzerland. 

Avraham Burg, who planned to 
meet this week with the Swiss inter- 
national commission that is scruti- 
nizing Switzerland's activities 
during the Nazi era, said the words 
“Dead Soon” were scrawled next to 
his photograph, which was crossed 
out with a large X. A message typed 
in French said: “Don't ever coıme to 
Switzerland or the area. You are a 
dead man! We are tired of bastards 
like you. Switzerland doesn't need 
to take lessons Irom people like 
you.” T was postmarked from Lau- 
sanne, Switzerlancl, and was turned 
over to Israeli police. 

He said the threats would not stop 
him front traveling to Switzerland or 
pursuing the Jewish Agency's cam- 
paign to learn the truth about mis- 
sing accounts of Holocaust victin1s. 
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Swiss Agree To Set Up. Holocaust Fund 


contribute to a fund that would 
probably have to be much larger 
than $70 million to meet all the 
claims by Holocaust victims and 


„their heirs. Swiss officials said 


nearly 7,000 claims have been filed 


‘seeking restoration of assets PpUr- 


portedly stashed in Swiss banks 
during the Nazi era. While it now 
expresses willingness to deposit 
money into such a fund, the Swiss 
government insists the size of its 
contribution would depend on the 
findings of a panel of nine Swiss and 
international historians who were 
asked in December to determine 
whether the country profited from 
its dealing with the Nazis. 

Jean-Francois Bergier, a Zurich 
professor who heads the panel, sail 
the first conclusions from the re- 
view of historical evidence could be 
published by this summer. 

Tlie World Jewish Congress 
claims Swiss banks possess hidden 
assets from Holocaust victims wortl1 
as much as $7 billion in the form of 
gold, art treasures and dormant 
bank accounts. But the banks say inf 


aclion to resolve the controversy 
over the lost accounts of Holocaust 
victims that has seriously danıaged 
Switzerland's reputation. 

' The integrity of the banks has 
come under fire after the discovery 
last month by a night watchman that 
Switzerland's largest bank, Unlon 
Bank of Switzerland, was desuroying 
documents from the Nazi era that 
could hold clues to the fate of the 
missing assets of Holocaust victims, 

Swiss banks fear they will lose a 
valuable share of their global bust 
ness if a boycatt proposal by the 
World Jewish Congress is carried 
out because the country refuses to 
acknowledge charges that the banks 
engaged in financial collaboration 
wîth ihe Nazi regime anıl lıoarclecl 
ihe wealth of Holocaust victims, 

In New York a spokesman for tlıe 
Waıll Jewish Congress sald the 
group “pledged 1o work with the 
Swiss aulhorilies to set up an equi- 
table meclanism and process for 
this fund.” 

Gul saitl the government, insur- 
ance companies and banks shoulcl 


Wiillam Drozdiak In Berlln : 


HE SW1SS government last 

.[ week endorsed a proposal by 

one of the country's leading 

bamıkers to set up a Holocaust memo- 

rial fund imrnediately to compensate 

survivors of Nazi death camps and 
heirs of those who died there. 

The decision represented a dıa- 
malic reversal by lhe government 
less llıan a month after the counlry’s 
outgoing president, Jean-Pascal De- 
lamuraz — in a remark he hıas since 
apologizecl for — said creating sıuıch 
a fund before all historical evidence 
1s examined would be lantamouril [O 
“exlortion" anl “blacknıuail.” The 
cabinel said it is now jepared to 
hall iınmecliate talks with banks 
antl insurance companies “lo clarify 
ıl fnrm and mandate of 4 fund" 
thal would offer jaymenls to Holo- 
cust vidlims and heirs sceking {0 
recover lost acenunls. 

Tle guvernmenl's shift in policy 
followecl an appeal by Rainer Gut, 
chairman of global banking con- 
glunerate Credit Suisse, for urgent 


Watch the birdie . . . the beat-selling Tamagocchil, an electronic egg that hatches 


Japanese Count Their Virtual Chickens 


grows. If the owner forgets to feed 


show accidentally dropped a Tama- 
gocchi out of her pocket; she ex- 
plained with an embarrassed smile 
that she couldn't part with the 
chicken because it needed her 
constant care. 

It would be easy to dismiss the 
Tamagocchi as a peculiar Japanese 
quirk, But American entrepreneurs 
and toy companies are watching 
closely. Remember: Other fads that 
started İn Japan include the transis- 
tor radia, Power Rangers, Nintendo 
and the Sony Walkman. A Bandai 
spokesman said the company was 
starting to look at “International 
markets” — spell that U-S-A. 1 

The Tamagocchi buzz is so fierce’ 
theşe days that when word leaked 
out that the Hakuhinkan Toy Park 
had recèived a shipment of 1,700 
and was going lo sell them last 
week, there was pandemonium. 

“If one person haş it, everyone 
has to have it. That's the way it is in 


Japan,” said Nami Tanaka, 22, a den-, 


tal nurse who (raveled 90 minutes 
from her home, then camped out 
overnight on the sidewalk until she 
finally got her little blue-and-pink 
Tamagocchl, 


if, it sounds a loud “peep peep peep" 
of complaint. If the chicken poops 
and the owner doesn't clean up, it 
peeps even louder. The owner cail 
tickle it with the press of button, or 
take its temperature and give it 
injections of “medicine” if it seems 
to be ill. 

Ignore the chicken, drop it on the 
subway, forget it at home or neglect 
to tickle it often enough, and it wilf 
grow sickly and meanrr-looking. 
Eventually it will die. Game over. 
The implication: You loser, You 
can't even keep a fake chicken alive. 

More than 500,000 Tamagocchis 
have been sold since (hey were in- 
troduced lwo months ago by Bandai 
Co., the huge Japanese toymaoker fa- 
mous for its Power Rangers. They 
sell for upward of $500 for those 
lucky enough to find one. 

And Tanmagocchis are not just for 
{he young. Middle-aged “salary- 
men” play with thenı on the subway. 
Sonic companies are raising Tarma- 
gocchis as a group project; meet- 
ings stop wien the chicken peeps 
for its lunch. An actress being inter- 


viewed recently on a television talk. 


Kevin Sulllvan in Tokyo 


Y DAWN on Friday last week, a 

line of 2.000 people stretched a 
quarter of a mile through the Ginza 
shopping diisirict. Hundreds had 
camped out on the sidewalk in the 
numbing midwinter cold. When you 
want a tay chicken badly enough, 
you will endure anything. 

“It is my responsibility to nurture 
it and help it grow; if I tlo not, its 
face will turn vicious and it will 

` become a gangster chicken, then it 
will dle,” hornemaker Kwon Myong 
Mi, 33, sald, cxplaining why she 
waited haurs in line to pay $18 for a 
nae Japan's hottest new 


The Tamagocchi, or “cute little 
egE,” is a keychain computer game 
about tlhe size and shape of an egg. 
The game starts when an egg on 
the display screen hatches and a 
chicken 1s born. The owner then 
uses three tiny buttons to feel, play 
with, clean up after and discipline lH. 
Unlike most video games that are 
over in a few minuıtes, this one can 
go on for days. 

With proper care, the clıicken 


Anonymous 
Do-Gooder 
Reveals All 


dJIII Dutt and Laurle 
Goodstein In Naw York 


MAN who wanted to remain a 

nobody revealed that ie as 
financed a secrct philanthropic Orga- 
nization for more than a decade that 
has amassed assets valued at more 
than $3.5 billion, making it the fourth- 
largest charity in the United States. 

The Allantic Foundation and the 
Aılanlic Trust, both incorporated in 
Bernıuda, have dispensed morc 
than $60 nıilfion in contributions to 
a variety of organizations seeking l0 
iınprove public education, serve the 
elderly, enıpower youth and in- 
crease the effectiveness of charita= 
ble giving. 

From their offices here, the two 
trusls handed out $140 million last 
year. That compares lo the $295.2 
million given by ihe Ford Founda- 
tlon for the year ended September’ 
1994: the $226.6 million from the 
WK. Kellogg Foundation for the 
year ended August 1995; and the 
$157.1 million given by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts in. 1994. 

The man behind it all is Charles 
F. Feeney, 65, a reclusive business 
man who disclosed his anonymous 
philanthropy in a New York Times 
interview. Feeney made his fortune 
as a founding partner of Duty Free 
Shoppers Ltd., which sells liquor 
and cigareites in airports. Feeney 
decided in 1984 to secretly transfer 
his personal ownership interest in 
the company — then worth $500 
million to an irrevocable 
Bernuda trust so he could pursue 
hîs charitable impulses. That amount 
has now climbed to more than $3.5 
billion, the foundation says, includ- 
ing $1.67 billion in cash from the 
sale last month of Feeney’s Interest 
in the duty-free shops. 

The grandson of Irish immi- 
granla, Feeney grew up in a work- 
ing-class neighborhood in Elizabetlı, 
New Jersey. His father was an ingur- 
ante untdlerwriter, his mother a 
nurse. Although regularly listed as 
ane of the world's wealthlest men 
Feeney has sald his personal assets 

total less than $5 millon. 
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Brassay's. 401pp. $25.95 Dienbienphu, 


confiîrmcd it was shelving iis 
And then this: “The American 
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600 billion yen ($4.86 billion) 

in December last ycar, while 

more busincsses arc ect to fail in 

1997 nn the counlry's deep- 

he economic problema con- 
nuic. 


NIL lhousannd jobs in 

lanıclon's Halton Garden 
diamond quarler arc under 
threat from inoves by the South 
African government to “repalri- 
ue” high-value employment op- 
portunilies. Gemstone group De 
Heers is expected lo come under 
pressure to shift its global acllingg 
operations back to ls» home 
country. 


BP RESIDENT Kim Young-sum 
of South Korca has ordered 
an Invesûgatlon into a scındal 
arising from thc collapse of 
Hanbo Steel Industry, which left 
debta catimated at $6 billion. 


EW York, honeypot for shop: 

pera the world over, was in 4A 
frenzy after state authorities took 
the unprecedented atep of sus- 
pending salea taxes on clothes 
for one week to persuade New 
Yorkers to atop crossing the 
river to New Jersey, where taxes 
are lower. 


AINSBURY, ane of Britain's 

leading supermarket 
groups, issued a profits warning, 
which cut § 1.62 billion from ita 
share vaiue and raised the 
prospect of a new price war as 
the Industry leaders fight for 
extra salea. 


el ie and In- 
uatry retary, lan 
blockecl a French ا ا‎ 
over Mitd Kent Holdings, the 
water supper, in a move that 
will discourage further consoli- 
dation within the industry. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 


Sterling ratas Bteriing ratas 
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‘Big car’ Britain hits political buffers 


tionally) and rua casuallies lave 
fallen by 4Û per cent in seven years. 

This paints the way lo a santer 
lransport stralegy, but {here will be 
no lomgrlerm solution withoul 4 
cullure change. Insleacl of thinking 
fsler, furlher anl more oflerr, 
people need lo think shorter, 
slower, less ofteıı. 

Second, the emphasis should be 
on building the transport infrasiruıc- 
ture from the local level upwarls. 
The furore surrountling the delays 
in building the Channel lunnel rail 
link was underslaıılable, but rather 
mıisserdl the point. Most people, even 
business executives, will nnl use ile 
tunnel as often as their lucal conı- 
muter line. You can buy an awful lol 
of rolling-stock, upgrade a lot of sîg- 
nalling and build many niles of 
tramways and cycle palhs with tlıe 
£3 billion it will cost to cut the jour- 
ney time to Paris by 20 minutes, 

Third, the landfill tax and higher 
excise duties on fuel are fine asa far 
as they go, but fall well short of the 
sort of radical transformation of tax 
and spending priorities that will be 
required to scale down car use and 
build up a decent systenı of public 
transport. 

Fourth, rail needs to be taken 
into public ownership. Some of the 
reasons are nıinor: the Government 
now needs to contact every individ- 
ual operator rather than tap just one 
source to compile its monthly infla- 
tion figures. Some are more impor- 
tant: the cost of new coaches is 

prohibitively expensive because 
Railtrack sets charges at a rate that 
guarantees a hefty return for its 
shareholders. 

Finally, it should be recognised 
that planning is not a dirty word. 
The Netherlands las a 20-year strat- 
egy that includes specific targets — 
suclı as halving traffic growth, dou- 
bling the capacity of the rall net- 


only to the powerful ronl lobbies, a 
fiscal slruclure {bal subsiclisecl road 
travel while ignoring ils external 
eosts, a visceral loathing of any fornı 
of planning, andl a public {ransport 
syslem that was being allowerl to 
willıer away. 

But it was then, al (he very apex 
of Tlıatcherism, that things started 
10 change. Put simply, ihe Govern- 
ment was forcutl on 1u the defensive 
by the green lobby, which chal 
lenged the idea that the way 1o ease 
congeslion on the road was 1o build 
larger and wider motorways. 

Indeed, for all their lowly sland. 
ing in the opinion polls, il could he 
argued that {lie environıncrdalists 
have won the battle for ideas. The 
landfill tax and the comııitment to a 
J per cent a year increase in fuel 
duties are evidence of this, as ig the 
Government's welcome — if belated 
— opposilion to out-of-town shop- 
ping developments. 


N ITS way, this change of mood 
helped rather than hindered rail 
privatisation, the apotheosis of 

free-market ideology gone mad. Rail 
privatisation had it all: more than 
£1 billion ($1.62 billion} spent on 
the preparations for the sale, instant 
fortunes for the managers lucky 
enough to pick up franchises at bar- 
gain-basement prices, and a frag- 
menled system that requires 
£2 billion of public subsidy to keep 
the trains running. Everything, 
aparl from a whopping handout 
from the taxpayer, will be left to the 
market. 

One of the positive spin-offs from 
the Government's obsession with 
free markets is that local communi- 
ties have started to develop their 
own strategies, Labour-<controlled 
York, for example, has a “road-user 
hierarchy", which puts pedestrians 
first and car users last. Forty streela 


as a slalus symbol, a sigıı thal some- 
budy lıacl nıacle it, The number of 
cunuıpany car's has quadrupled since 
1478 to more than 2 million: goocl 
news for the nıakers of {hose traffic- 
liglıt air fresheners, nol such a wel- 
come (levelopment for everybocly 
else. 

Such a scenario was made for 
Mîrs Thatcher. Rail was a bastion uf 
trade unionisny, low produclivily 
and a statist approach to industry. 
Everyllhing, in short, that Mrs 
Thatcher disliked. Cars, on the 
other hand, symbolised individual- 
ism, somelhing she was keen to 
promole. 

The response was to make rail 
mort “efficient" by cutting out 
“waşte", This, of course, meant not 
only higlıer fares, but also trains 
without guards, unmanned stations 
and rundown rolling stock. As a re- 
sult, when the Government pub- 
lished its wlıite paper on rail in 1992, 
it boasted that the productivity of 
the British Rail workforce was 
"among the highest of any Euro- 
pean railway", about 50 per cent 
higher than the European average 
on the basis of track kilometres run 
per employee. 

But as Philip Bagwell noted in his 
excellent book, The Transport Cri- 
sis In Britain: “lf there is only one 
railway worker to every 3,463 kilo- 
metres run, is this a sign of success 
or an indication of an inadequate 
service?” 

Alongside the emphasis on pro- 
ductivity came the thirst for deregu- 
lation, pioneered with the 1985 
Transport Act, which opened up bus 
services outsile London to the 
rigours of the free market. The out 
come waş that bus journeys outside 
the capital fell by a third in less than 
10 years. 

Thus, by the late 1980s, the 
pieces of the jigsaw were all in place 


Grassroots attitudes are 
changing towards the 
motor car ECONOMY, 
writes Larry Elliot 


RANSPORT lıas beconıe the 

focal point of grassroots poli- 

1 tical opposition in Britain. 

| Twyford Down, Newbury and now 
Fairmile, near Honiton, have re- 
placed Saltley coke clepot and Org- 
rcave a5 the flashpaints of a struggle 
between the state and its opponents, 

This should come as no surprise, 
since transport is a barometer of 
Conservative Britain. All the neuro- 
3, even psychosis, of life in the 
mid-1990s is encapsulated in the 

changing attitudes to road and rail 
andthe rise and fall of the "big car” 
¦ &onomy. What better sums up the 
past 18 years than the car ads, with 
their lush shots of motors swooping 
dorm empty Pennine hills, and the 
reality of road rage on the M25 
motorway? 

It would be wrong to assume that 
the problems aşsoclated with trans- 
Port — overcrowded roads, pollu- 
lon, „the rundown of public 
Provislon — are all due to govern- 
ment failure. Sonıe are, but politi 
Clans have largely been onlookers 
wile deep cultural changes have 
shaped British patterns of travel. 

„Historically, each stage of indus- 
trialisation has been dominated by 
one form of transport. The drift 
rom midcentury collectivism to- 
wards consumerist individualism 
Wa not just intellectual, but phys 
cal. [t was symbolised by the growth 
of the suburb, allowing the car, 
finally, to fulfil its potential. 

ways were ideal when the 
tonomy was based on a nuntiber of 
arge conurbations, but not so flexi 
€ when communities began de- 


selfî was charged by the Freh 
government with iuciling revolution 
and killing its dilizens. 

Currey offers few insighls i | 
where {he power Iny, whal the vari 
uus conflicts among lhe leultrs 
were, or ihe Viet Cumgf's reliuns, 
witb the Soviet Uiinn aud China. A: ! 
a result Giap does nol cume alive. | 
wish, for example, {hu Currey Ml ' 
pursued ant investigalion into lhe r 
lationship between Giap aul Loui: 
Marty, the director of political 
fairs of the Frenclı Security Policel 
Indochina. The police jailecl Gap il 
1930. When they release hin 
Marty wenl oul ol his wiy 10 gl 
Giap into Lhe Universily uf Ham 
Td be willing to bet that (riap ağme! 
to repurt the activities uf lis cone 
munist cell in exchange for llr 
schooling. The fragment of offi 
paper citecl in Currey's lex wr 
firms thal Giap was Marly's laie 
with the Communis! Party. On suk 
evidence alone, ıi People's Court 
would have execuled Giap. Bul (ur 
rey cloesn't explore this. He mere} 


tural milieus. Nor can he be called a 
Napoleon, nuclı as that comparison 
might please Giap. He is, il a parallel 
must be made, more of a 20lh- 
cenlury David. 

Davicl dispalched Goliath with a 
sling and a slûne. As commander of 
the North Yieinamese troops, DY 
il 197Us Giap had defeated the 
major efforts of {he Unitecl Slates, û 
nation that spends more on its ınili- 
tary than all the counlries of the 
world combined. Llp against an ex: 
peditionary army with superior re- 
sources, Giap created an army ancl 
marshaled a force of district militia, 
village selfdefense uuits and ordi- 
nary citizens who fought every- 
where and nowhere, overtly and 
covertly, and unremittingly. Con- 
sider Giap's foot soldiers: An uld 
woman carries a covered basket 
that contains arms for a hiding Viel 


on a passing GI, learn which way his 
unit is moving, ancl pass the infor 
mation on. American soldiers could 
not deal with this sort of enemy; 
they grew frustrated and guilty 
when forced to fight them, and so 
did the American public. 

Giap provided his soldiers with 
more political indoctrination than 
military training, but their fanati- 
cism was the element that prevailed 
against the rather inept American 
expeditionary army’s effort to “win 
the hearts and minds of the people.” 
Giap's strategy was nothing if not el- 
egant, making the best of extremely 
limited ınaterial. 

Born in 1911, the sixth of eight 
children, to a middle-class family in 
An Xa hamlet in the plcturesque but 
infertile mountains of central Viet- 
nam, Giap liked to study, par'ticıı- 
larly the listory of Vietnamese 
heroes, and was encouraged by his 


1 
Giant-slayer: Gen Vo Naw 
Giap of Vietnam in the gixile4 


observes that e nei | 
iap, inadvertently be ۱ 
ا‎ 1 Might Mart | 
have beten a secret 
deserving of a Vietminh ٣ 
for his help in educating e i 
What Currey does cont م‎ 
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father, a Confucian scholar. His 
reading expanded to Marx, Engel, 
Ho Chi Mim) and others. He ranked 
at the top of his class at the French 
Lycee in Hue, a hotbed of radlical- 
ism, Giap was expelled after two 
years for his extremism. His first 
job was writing for the People's 
Voice. When he joined the Commu- 
nist Party, he becamte a lifetime tar 
get of French Security, 


Ultimately, Wills does get to the 


many diseases around for each per- 
son to carry resistance to each one 
as part of his genetic endowment. 


This is where the diversity of the 
MHC comes in. Wills argues that 
diversity in those genes is favored 
by evolution because if creates 
something akin to “herd imınuniîty.” 
The latter is the observation that 
not every animal in a herd need be 


evolve strategies to lıide out in 
warm places — namely, their hosts 
— for prolonged periods. This gen- 
eral rule is the reason why the (ropi- 
cal straine of Salmonella typhi, : 1 
which cauıses typhoid, tend to cause | Cong. Kids try oul a little English 
severe illness but almost never 
cause chronic infection. Strains that 
circulate in temperate zones, how- 
ever, often can infect people for 
years. Winess the infamous New 
York cook, “Typhoid Mary," who 
spread the disease to dozens of peo- 
ple before being eesentially incar- 
cerated by public health authorities 
early this century. 


tantalizing subject of his book's sub- 
title. He asks the question: How 
have we evolved to survive in a 
world full of diseases? He looks for 
an answer İn the “major histocom- 
patibility complex" (MHOC), an im- 
mensely diverse set of genes 
carried by human beings and other 
animals. The MHC helps deterınine 
a person's immune function. The 
specific genes a person gets in his 
MHC set may even provide above- 
average resistance against a handful 
of diseases. However, there are OO 


Visit to n plague patient by Gentile Bellini 


¥ pestis is actually a crippled, 


(and the 


fluid — and delivering I, pestis, 


OWEVER, when a pathogen 
H needs such specialized coı- 

ditions, it's highly vulnera- 
ble to things 1ihat disturb its 
universe. Plague killed more than 
Gf. OO0 Londoners in 1665. In 1666, 
the oldest and most rat-infested part 
af the cily burned in the Great Fire, 
"There were only 2,000 plague 
cleatlıs {hat year. and only 35 the 


specific ecological niclies in lost 
populations whose genes actually 
change very little. Wills is very 
good at explaining how things like 
Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that 
causes bubonic plague, got to be 
such dangerous bugs. 


highly dependent microorganism. 
It's last the genes that allow its close 
relatives to swim, invade cells, or 
live freely in the soil. However, its 
acquired others that give it skills 
useful in very particular circum- 
stances. For example, when a flea 
takes a "blood meal" from a host in- 
fected with ¥ pestis, the blood clots 
in the insects gut, thanks to a 
protein the bacterium secretes. This 
deprives the insect of the fluid it is 
seeking. The bug then makes a 
second substance that partly diso 
goives the clot, allowing micro 
scopic pieces of it 
imnıobîle bacteria it contains) to be 
regurgitated into the flea's mouth 
parts. What's the end result of these 
two events? Millions of thirsty leas 
going from hast to host seeking 


4 HEREY soınething morbidly 
fuscinnling about plagues. 

They're the falnl car wrecks 
ul history thal keep us fcdlow travel 
vrs rubbernecekintt, 

Who isu inlrrrateth te learn hal 
he tirst real epelutni uf bubonic 
plague, called the "Plague of Jastirt 
ian” BNO A.D.J, out the popule- 
tm of Europe in hal? Or 1al 
eilemic cholera has swept le 
world seven limes since lhe first 
outbreak was recordecl in Calculiil 
iı 1817? Thal auong the men 
Cahımbus Iefl ou Hispaniola in 
149#, ouethird lal acquîreul 
syphilis by {he time he relurnecl {wo 
ycars lier? 

Below the lurid headlines, how- 
tver, plagues are evenls that arise 
only under very special circum 
stances, As such, they reveal impor- 
lant biological principles, whiclı 
Christopher Wills tries to elucidate 
in his book Yellow Fever, Black 
Goddess. Unfortunately, he only 
partly succeeds. 

A prvfessor of biology at the Uni 
versity of California at San Diego, 
Wills examines a halfdozen epi- 
demic diseases that share little 
apart fron their capacity to cause 
human misery. Some, such as 
plague, typhoid and cholera, break 
out fiercely, cause much death, and 
then disappear. Others, such as 
malaria, are less often fatal and tin 
some places, at leas} are ever 
present. A third group, which 
includes syphilis and buıman 
inmunodeficiency virus (HIV), be- 
haves less predictably, in part 
because human behavior can alter a 
population's risk. 

In each case, the author de- 
scribes tlıe microscopic and molerc- 
ular behavior of the “pathogens,” or 
diseasecausing agenis. He teaches, 
generally with a light and skillful 
hand, as much pathology and genet: 
ics as a reader needs to know. 

In making his larger arguments 
about natural selection and host sus- 
ceplibility, however, hc often fails ta 
answer obvious questions, is repeli- 
tive and raises issues far from his 
main argument. He concludes his 
chapter un plague, for example, 
with a discussion of whether the 
outbreak of fatal pneumonia it India 
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2 posts - Eastern Asia/Paciflc e e EMANA POL : ر‎ 
DEP : EDUCATION (UK based with up to 3 months traveling overseas each year) The Department of International Politics Is the cldest of its kind 
: 5 : LE 8 . 
FOUNDATIONS AND MANAGEMENT arade F £25,143 pa Incl. LWA the world ت ت‎ the largest Europe. It is one of the lending an : 1 
SCF is the UK's largest Inlernational voluntary agency working for the rights epariments in lts Held a3 re y lhe award of a 5A In lhe 1996 Research 1 . و‎ 1 
Assesment Evercse. One ol tha key uences of this research 2 
ا‎ e Ctu rer ا‎ ety اوا‎ in the UK, Europe and over 50 of tne warld's least ج‎ re 4 bant porr nie coo, اا‎ n a n : emg : ۹ 
o. continu ion 0 radua ammes; : 4 : : 
As a Programme Officer you will provide Head Office support and direcilon tû claobo0in posgradanteruppon ln adlion e ey re el ra oleae : 
Requlremants: At least an approprlate master's dagree, vvith spacialisation In Educ ational SCF overseas programmes and staff in your geogrephical area operating as the point alsa oflerd considerable research badhrup, Induding offior space, networked computer 8 . FF 
id ا‎ and/or Copa! ative Educa on, but Gini ahly a doctorate. A proven racord uf of reference bath Internally and externally, Responsibilities will Include: providing EEE ESTEE Ei e : 
university teaching, research, publication and community service coupled with exp arience support on a dally basis to Programme Directors and olher programme staff on gig lemin an fe aniye rer eye : 
in an Afri text would be an additional advantage development and support seuss; work wih Ina Feglonsl Office in Bangkok ard kaart fehaliins: Al îzetê aşa eha lee 3 E could be the year you step completely outside of 
nı an African Context vyouid ba an Reglonal Director ın London to develop and implement the regional programme alsa be comsldered lor Deparımental al UWA teaching studentships {5 in e ۲ ep P / 0 
Job doscriptlon: Teaching at under- and postgreduate levels; research and community strategy and country strategy papers; ongoing financial mooring: ensuring that [2997 ` the system, outside of the country ~ and to a large 
servica; suparvision of teaching practice; in-service educatlon. new project proposals are properly appraised; negoûtiations with agencles to secure Taughi! Courses: The Deparlmenl has four Mastera progrsmmes Twa of our extent ¬ outside of yourself. You could become a VSO volunteer. 
: funding arid other support to programmes; advocacy and promotionat work; csrablshed programmes, MScFcon in Strategic Shudıes and MScEcon in Internallonal Voluntary Service: Overseas spans the devel 1 1d 
Data of assumption of dutles: As soon as posslbis. represenlatlon to external audiences on aspacts of iha programme. Folitcs, have recenlly received ESRC recognition for bolh Speclalist and Research P۴ evelOopiRg world, 


Training degrees As a result, the Department has é fully-funded ESRC studentships 


You will have substantial direct experience In a programme management capacıly available for 11748 In addition, we have a recenlly palablished MSE 
û programme 


Closing date for applicatlons: 14 Fabruary 1997. at senlor level of overseas development work (gained In the field or in a headquarters 


in Intemallonal Hislory and a new MScEcon in the Palilics of the [r U 
Contact persan: Ms D Nashandih-EndjambÎ at 09-264-61-206-3101/2. support role}, and an in-depth understanding of development Issues and the needs kulh have fully-funded or partially funded SS E E 
of the overseas programmes/external environment in which NGOs operate. 
Non-Namibian citizens may be appointad for a 3-year, renewable contract period. Eyperlance of providing support al a distance, stralegic planning and financial 
Fringe bennefîts: Tha Urlversity of Namibia offars campstitive salarlas and the following fringe managemeni are vital. 


In additlon, you will nead highly developed communication, negotiation and 
anelytical/ conceptual skills. The posts will also require proven exparience and 
skills In Influencing and advocacy. 

The posts are managêd by the Regional Direclor Eastern Asla/Pacific and wıll 
be divided geographically belween an East Asia and SE Asıa tocus. 

For an applicallon [orm and further delails please write to Jackie Denlon, 
Personnel Department, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London SES SRD. 

For overseas applicants, faxed applications are acceptable. 

Fax No. +44 171 703 2278. 

Closing date: Monday 16th February 1997. Interews: weak begınnıng 

3rd March 1997. 


1 benefits: ® pansion fund/gratuity schemes 6 medical ald scheme e annual bonus 6 housing 
sclıemg e gangeraus laave privilages @ relocation expenses. 


Appllcation procedure: Applications In writing, accompanied by a 
curriculum vitae stating full datails of present salary notch, increment 
data, the gailiast avallahle dats when duty can be assumed and 
including three raferees should be submittad to: The Head, Recruit 
ment and Administration, Unlversity of Namibla, Private Bag 13301, 
Windhoek, Namibia. Preliminary talegraphic applicatlons may be 
made via fax 09-264-61-206-3843/ 206-3003. 
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Save the Children 


the world — and a couple of years coping with 


Aan Erqhnah nur ar hir r lAnRrCGNN MMU, rans 
rboten. tenu? tu Hniguus inl uluuualy plr Ihe f blj 
SSI?2/PS92 = Working for a better world for children ee n Ern Cre e e henge OEY will Oost 8 oa 
n e E ea GES E 
. The Unlversity SULTANATE OF OMAN B721. Focal 14 10U UTS IN E mail liye att u eyes ture employers. [ 
٠ of Manchester EDITOR /ECONOMIST, ARABIAN (WHITE)ORYX REINTRODUCTION em KECE U EIS E iE ii We urgently need: Graduate TEFL teachers for upgrading 1da plabllE Colored eps ae Tent, 


language skills at education centres ın China, Yıetnam, adaptability, cultural sensitivity and a sense of humour. 


Pakistad, Indonesla, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Cambodia. You ou should also be aged between 20 and 70, without 
need a degree, a TEFL certificate and — for most posts ~ at dependants, able to spend at least two years overseas 


PROJECT 


AF RÎ CÃ (ner: ew/n2/97) m 
Vacancy for Field Manager u Unlversity of Essex 


BAŞED CENTRAL LONDON 


Manchester Computing = 
Manchester Vlsuallzatlon Centre 


Computer Animation and Visuallzatlon Software 


i 1 ilable i i : . : Jeast 6 months’ teaching experience working for a 'local’ rate of salary (¥SO provides a full 
: : ET This post will be available in March, 1997. Main requirements g exp 
Engineers The EIU is ıe leading supplier of economic and paitical information Experience of staff and camp management in willie project. JOURNALIST or WRITER? Bxperjenced ELT teachers wlth similar qualifications - support package), and have unrestricted rlght of re-entry 
hinrcnosler VSI Jang eriha pFuwpust known as fhe Compuler Graphics Unf) mw) business workiwide. We are seeking an economist wih a niinimum of experience of and willingness to live remote desert conditions, : 2 : : but of course a İot more in-depth knowledge and practice into the UK. 
Mpa anna, a VauRÎIa1 YYe arê seek ng ID recfun 4 peop'e for fred The tole involves editing and writing reports, forecasts and risk oreanisalion and adminislration of 1he Project and ussisling the ews Journalism, English Literature & Poetry cenlres anid tojlè es: teaching English to heath Dra- For detalls and an 1c 
i Start today - send for Iree prospectus 3 Ing ng P appifcation forin, please return the 
n pT E ore ege ah gE Project Biologist in his work to implement the programme of ac ona En E LE fesslonals; upgrading language skills among undergraduate coupon below, enclosing a brief surnmary of your 
A FSI doclcta' fûSE3FCN ASSMAN 10 ıwdstugata ımegraling comple! arıımalion should have significant editorial experience and a solid background in scientific research and moniloring of the oryx and other wıldliit THE LONDON SCHOOL OF JOU RN ALISM trainge teachers. quali A iuzk aıû wızË a 
ج ا یا‎ macroxononics. You must be computer literate axl able t0 speak and Post is suitable only for a single or unaccompanied male. Valid JGW, 22 Upbrook Mews, London W2 3HG 
Ref no. 19/97. 


write concise English. A solld grounding in French would be an 
advantage NonEU applicants would need t10 obtain UK work permis 
We offer a competitive salary and an excellent benefits package. 

If you would like ¢o use and develop your experlise as part of a 
first-class team, please write with concise CV, including details of 
curmeni salary, 10 Richard Claughton, HR Executive, at the address below, 


Uriving licence and computer literacy essential. Arabic 4 veY 
great advanlage, bul not essenlial if candidate willing te lear. 
For further deluils contact: The Adviser for Conservation of ihe 
Environment, Diwan of Royal Court, PO Box 246, Muscut 113, 
Sultanate of Oman. {Fax No, ++ 944 740550). 


A fsuazalcn Software Eng neer ioe lhe dEVE'DPHTIENK Of vıguahzatiorı 6DÎ warê fx: +444 171 7O6 3780 Email: info@lsjournalism.com 
‘r Crm putafionaî Fu Dpramics 

Ref no. 20/97. 

A VSugrraten SLimwara Erg-neêr to develop nay Tathods Içı tha visualızalıon 
o mulilıd'imorsSIcnal dala and COMpex phySrCal sinc lures 

Ref no. 21FQ7. 


A Yiîsua'zabon Sch ara Engı^ger ta wok ın Ine [International AYS Genrre al 
Manchesler, nı vsuZalon Sitvare for all dıscIpi n8 


PLEASE FRINT TIF2ARIY 


Post to: Atha Murphy, Enquiries Unit, VSO, 317 Putney Bridge Road, London SW15 ZPN,. Tel.01841-780 1331 (24lırs) 


Name Telephone 
Quallfications Address 
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» Int Home Stu: dagres prcgiams 
e Credit lor pnor lBafrıng/eaparıenCE 
4 BA. MBA, PNÛ atz pragramg In 


Diploma Courses 


bY Dilonee Leaunintl 


ESP (Business) courses 


pm mmm naam em¬ 
La a am n mm mm a e GED EE a mm 


Closing date? 3rd February 1997. Fax: +414 171 839 2338 also available. mast sublects 
: . Postcode 
Ref no. 2af97. enuail: rlclıardclaugh 1 The Enallsh Language Ctr, Entry any me 1 
goni ecorıomist.Coı1 8 from UK representative oficei 
Frere compe era o pol. piace QIU C C1 C+ ud comer SEES CERTIFICATE In O e | | f TAS | | Lan EEE EEE Carley a 17S7 
ar. matıonı 5ySlems Is eatantıal FC! he goltware êngnez™g pus!3 apênan: a ûl E oroug . 


MANAGEMENT STUDIES 


London W1X 3TB 


Tele/Fax: +44 (0) 1733 0923 
UH. C OF C ++ AM Cu OF TRIB ùl cemıpul atonal u'd dynamics, ct mOdulaf warS SES 


1.SUBZBJLDI SYITETS sch a3 AVS ıs asanî. 


Tha SFary will b4 on tra Azadê, rary and Czmpgeter Fades In na regızn ol 
£14 CD - REN.ICU Tha FoStS will all ba ãn Iralıèl fi ûd len appormimenl Cl 1 year 
ath Baton I? ULE AQT YEAS $UbKL3CI [O MMOS Dezornırıg aza'aKl. 


For mtarmal r scuselen about To piomkans cenfa2l Terry Hevıtt (tel: O11 27B 
fP5, emaıl' wl heat ğimEC #? Uk) or Aner Granl, tel O1R1 275 EF}. Cma: 

ag IMC aS.) Furttuze ın‘'grmab 2n and Sppilzaln forms tan La obhta.rıec! 
ttn tha Crocl2r of Pasanntl Unı.Btsıt, if Manchester, Pfarı2hesler F413 QPL, 
ıe'ipgh2no NII 275 CII, tng Fo appr pilg falsretto num Thur cor 
alo L3 1A FoGru ary 1FI. 


THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
15 REGENT STREET 


The Etûnotuil 
Irmtligerte Unll LONDON SWIY 4ALA 


by DISTANCE LEARNING 


Tha YMCA George Willams College is offering the @ 
abova courss starling 14th April 1987. WwW 
Tha Courae, which has been valldated by the 
Unlveralty of Kent, Is alx months In durallan, and has 
basen deslgnsd specifically for hosa Involved with Ihe working 
marnagament of paople. Formar stidents have Includad people iY 
youth, goolal and clvll services, the minlsiry, housing antl local all 
waorkara. dog 
Successful candidates may advance to the Diploma and Mesters 
{Unlveralty of Kant) In Msnagemant Studlas. 


COUNTRY 
REPRESENTATIVE 


Emergencies Coordinator for 
Southern and Central Africa 


: Based In Oxford Salary: £22,936 p.a. (UK taxable) 
The Emergencies Coordinator for Southern and Intemnatlonal humanitarian sector 


University of Cambridge, UK 
Faculty of Classics 
University Lecturer or Assistant 


AE 


As the senlor WaterAid stafi menıber In Nigerfa, you will manage and 


و ا ص س 


Programme Assistant, an Assistant For further detalls and an application form 
Administrator and specialist advisers deployed ploase send a large sae to: 


irom the Emergencies Services leams. Key Internallonal Human Resources Department 
Competencies Include: * Proven analytical and quoting reference 0S/EC/SCA/HM/GW. 


Fax +44 1334 477966 


aclNMitleş arki to ergage in research relevant .to the teaching assist ın traıning local stat accountants, revicwlng and appro'$ 


َ uenlS. 
transactions lo ensure compliance wirlı granı require! 


programme. tury conirol. 


The scafa of silpends Is £18,284 - £28,215 for a Unlverstty Leclurer 


ond £15,151 - £19,848 for a University Assistanl Lecturer. ; strong 
Bonk How 8: 


rer in Classi o 8 
As u Eu Offord ENG put, Wie Urn Cfoily i MS OFF abe ECR IN ] e cfu in Ci el ek rene اا‎ e lere ope College Central Africa, reporting to the Emergencles » Three years fleld experience of emergency Tipe ei of our work In the country, basetl İn the Enugu . 
sip C1 e 1 siting O thn Cm. ruly, FeJardlS3 o raCC, CS candidates who are able to show equlvatent quallfloattion/exp Director, will be responsible for ensuring the and developmental work, and preferahty direct and Benue States. n | 
tein, GHEE CY Al ly tasa £700 {may be pald In | 1 1 ET 
(Linguistics and Philology) Arply NOW to: Brian Baiton, George Williams Collage, 1% le cles Department meets the demand experience eth en ا‎ ٣ Fhe position calls for a highly effective manager with considerabie e 
Applicators for this post {to starl on 1 Oclober 1997) ara killed Fra Road, Canning Town, London E18 3PY. fulfilment of Oxfam's strategic inventory of technical skills depioyad In o N, 
amasone Road, ng Town, Londo humani work e Ability to travel up to experlence of communliy-managed watar, sanitation and hyglene 1 n 
orm suitably cqualifiecl and experlencel candidalas. The Lingulsllcs CENTRE FOR PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN INFORMAL EDUCATIO 1 anilarian emergency response and emergency 1 م‎ ll 
BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOLS a sectlon of the Faculty Is responsible for teaching eparednoss alms In that region. This wlll 12 weeks per yoer. i projects and proven planning and financlal skil!s, 1 4 
lirguislıcs of Greek and Latin for Part | oi tna Classical nvolve task man a number of Reglonat Competence In written and spoken "Fi, 
USA & CANADA Tipos, and the historical lngulstcs of the two languages and Emergency n eg which o French and/or Portuguese would alsa be en Highly motivated with excellent communication skifls, your will also have 3 lii 
If h hool أ‎ ٤ 1 و ا‎ ok rk 5 r oy 1 as FINANCE MANAGERS INTERNATIONAL RESCUE he varied combination of Emergencies advantag8. a relevant professional quallfication [probably cili engineering or و‎ 1 
o0 eras pervis! e students n flelds. fl 
such a sc would interest you, please Tha successfuî candidals wfi be required 0 taka ful part n ese COMMITTEE (CAMBODIA,FORMER YUGOSLAVIA,RWANDA & GUINEA) Partment staff, including an Emergencles community health] | : 
J; 1 
! 
1" 


Planning skills « Leadership and management Closing Date: 28 February 1997. 
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Furthor parlicutars may be oblalned from Dr G M King, Faculty of [ accountlE Skis e Intervilaw Dale: To Be Arranged. ٣ . 

RSA Cambridge CELTA Classics, اا ر‎ lew Cumbrkige CE3 9DA {e-mall: Experience and knowledge of the نت‎ 0 1 

E : grak203csm.eo.uk. n8, inciuding 'a detailed curicukun? 3 e‏ ر 

4 week inlcusive Ccolirses vilas and fst of publlcatons together with tha names of two ûr lhree red In 1942, Oxfan works tl j 1¢ regardless of : 5s li 1r i 

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE refstees Shok be sent fo her al the sbove address nol later than ılam a a e 1 thelr e a x ار‎ 1 E i 

ٍ zaıh February 1997. ي‎ : 9 a mnömber of Oxfam Working for a Fairer World ji i 

INSTITUTE There ls no application lorm. salaries. Positions can no accomniodale dependenıs.C 4 covet e ا‎ | 1 

Counfty Housa, VJlcar Lane, Riehl via fax: 001 212 551 3180,or send resume ant Oxfnın UK/trcland is strivinEt to be an oeqdual opportunlty cmployer i 

Leecis LS1 7JH Tel +44 113 2428883 The Uinlverslty follows an equal opportunites pollcy. letter!IRC; 122 East 42nd Street, NY, NY, 10168 USA. E : : e ا‎ 
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y. But there are other younger and meaner gangs on the streets. 
— or worried? Richard Thomas in Washington, John Hooper in Rome, and Davicl Hearst in Moscow report 
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nure men in their ıove info 
American and Puropuan markels by 
the slrong backing — political andl 
Tuancial — (hey are roveiving fron 
corrupt koYvernmelul officinls, Koy 
Rssiin ministrius, such us defence 
dul agricullure, dire ridlleel witlı 
vorruMion, and arv us} by crime 
HRS dS StIFOS Of UASY HMMEOY aur 
fr help im undering profits 
abroad. lL General Jv Sırdak, 
bene uf the Naienal Cenral Buye: 
u lle ia Mrs, says il Ll- 
Miya stehen up to SLE Villian 
ibreal eal yel’. 

A jul mri by the Bussiiuı 

police aml FB} recvntly unCwericl 
the illegal export by a Jornteı niinis- 
ler ol diamonds worth $140 million. 
Ãn army chief is reputed tn haye 
helpedl the Mafiya transport! a whole 
bulter factory out of the counlry, 
Apart from money, the olher huge 
source of Mafiya income is tlrugs. 
Russia is now the favoured route the 
Colombian drug carlels use lO gel cur 
caine from Latin Amerîca to Europe, 
Shipments of cocaine with sireet 
values of $100 million have been in- 
terceplerl ir lins labelled as pork. 

The result of all this new activity 
is felt by the Mafia in America, 
What was orice a vîrlual crime 
monopoly for the old Italian families 
has become a crowded and frag- 
mented market, in part because of 
the campaign by law enforcement 
agencies against the big boys. 

As well as the growing influence 
of the ruthless Russian gangs, Chi- 
nese Triads and Japanese yekuzg 
compete for the spoils. On the west 
coast of the United States, Korean 
gangs are aclive alongside Mexican 
organised crime collectives, which 
recrull from the smaller street 
gangs of young disaffected Latinas. 

Although this means that the 
power of individual organisations is 
lessened, İt makes the task of moni- 
toring criminal activity more diffi- 
cult: a multinational kaleidoscope of 
villains has trken the place of the 
former’ Mob simpliclly. America’s 
Mafla Is no longer the meanest 
force. onı ihe sireets. It needs time fo 
retrench and by the tine it feels 
strong enough tû come out fAglting 
thle opposition will have become 
even tougher. [ike in an old family 
business, sclerosis may be sctting 
in. Why work so harcl wher your 
family's American drcams have 
cone Irue and even been mythola- 
gised in the movles? The Godfather 
Part IV? Italians may not be playing 
the leading roles, 


POLIZIA 


in others anl gencralc a sense uf 
horrible myslery, then what has 1t 
gut lefl? So is it all uver? 

Has Mario Puzo, aulthur of The 
Crodfalher, gel il right with Ile’ litle’ 
ıf his new work: Te last Don? If 
hue anlî-Mafiit furcn allow thnl nut 
uf thuuphalisty Lo impair herir juuclpr- 
tigt, gt ttke Heir eye cefl three hatll, 
hey may yel Cotue lu FexTL it. IIe 
vides is thal Uu: ratrmuchmerl 
unmluubledly liking placer au ith 
silos of (he Alantic should not be 
is linpnosetl ity 4 Ce itir tlerialh. 

In aly pli believe Ihe beads 
ship ef lhe Malia his been devolved 
to o ar lwo meh — {he nines of 
Bernardo Provenzano antl Pilo 
Aglierî art mentiûned — who are 
rerkonccl to be apposed to further 
confrontation with the state. 4 qui- 
eter Cosa Nostra can salely' be pre- 
dictecl for 1997, but that ntay not 
necessarily mean tamer. 

“The Mafia is not finished," says 
Vittorio Teresi, one of Palermo's 
most experienced prosecutors, "It 
runs protection rackets in all the 
cities on Sicily, controls drug iraf- 
ficking on the grand scale and lıas a 
grip on the labour market. 

"There are towns like Agrigento 
where tlle award of public contracts 
is sûill entirely controlled by Cosa 
Nostra and its political and eca- 
nomic contacts, In Palermo, there is 
not a single supermarket which is 
not directly or indirectly controlled 
by its clans. The Mafia has always 
had an immense capacity for reha- 
bilitation and after its traditional po- 
litical godfathers fell, it saon found 
others.” 

And then there are the nascent 
but rapidly growing crime gangs of 
the old Eastern Bloc. The Russian 
police denies the Mafiya exists 
abroad, but agencies around the 
world seem all too aware of Aa grow- 
ing threat. The FBI listed 26 organ- 
ised crime groups conıprising 200 
rangs operating in 17 US cities, run 
mostly by Russian-speaking natu- 
ralised US citizens. 

The US-basecl Russian Mafiya lıas 
its ow John Goti figure, Vyaciieslay 
Ivankov, wlıo goes by lhe monicker 
Yaponchlk “the Japanese". Undler 
the Russiai vice operallons 


emigréê community on Brighlion 
Beach in New York, expanded to 
nalionwide nelwork . of gangs. 
Yaponehik was arrèsted in 1995, but 
tao late — he had already built up 
turnover of billions of dollar's, . 

The: Russlans are nıade all the 


‘him 
, based in Liltle Odessa, the small 


mand, Leoluca Bagarella. Uf even 
grealcer symbolic significiince was 
ihe arresl last May of Giovanni 
Brusca, alleged 1o hive ordlerecl he 
murıler of (he 1%ycarold son of an 
inlrmer iu disposed ol the botly 
in ariel. IH is nn adicalieon of how 
canplele has been the ruil af lhe 
Hilian Maio rt we come fll cit 
dle, fur il was Brusca wl is alleged 
lt have carried on the bonnliingt 
thud killed Fnlcone in 1. 

laliau police qart hi thr 
Mali his relrrnched, betl in lernıs 
ul iS guugraplit yrrudl and in 
terms of ls activities, l1 has cruwled 
back intu its shill, canliniug iıself 
ıainly lo ils lume base, Sicily, 
where it reljes ever more heavily 
upon its traditional source of in- 
cone, extorliol. 

Followers uf ihe Mob in Anıerica 
repürt the same ten(clency towards 
caution and retrenclınment. The days 
of the flashy crime baron, proutl 10 
be known as sutch, are over. Discre- 
tion is the watch-word now. 


HAT Corozzo should al- 
T legedly have been chosen to 
be lıead of the New York 
Mob was indicative in itself by the 
standards of the good old days, 
when dons were pronıunent on the 
social scene, he was a relatively ob- 
scure figure. He preferred to oper- 
ate out of a small office overlooking 
a courtyard rather than from the 
conventional social club HQ. 

Others have adopted a different 
tack and are trying to repackage 
themselves as harmless goons — 
Hollywood-style caricatures without 
the nasty bits, John Gotti Jnr, far 
from following in his fathers awe- 
some footsteps, appears more 
regularly in the society and gossip 
columns than crime pages, just 
when Corozzo’s arrest was making 
headlines, Gotti Jnr was in the news- 
papers on the strength of having. 
secured a box of this Christmas’s 
must-have clıildren's gift, Tickle-Me 
Elnıo, Some Godfather, he. “He's a 
joke," a law enforcement officer in 
New York says. 

“The paltern now is hat as soon 
as sonicone is named head of a fam- 
ily, ihe FBI. are knocking on their 
door wilh Incliclments,” a US anti 
Mafia agent says. “We have servedl 
notice tirt higlı profile is high risk," 
It all points to a dramatic loss of 
nerve, a lıacntorrhaging of confi . 
dence. And if the Mafîa ia sapped of 
courage, İf İL lacks the will and the 
ruthlessness required 1o instil fear 
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The Mob is under fire. lis leaders are being arrested in the US and back in Ital 
Should the cops be celebrating 


Godfathers start 
to feel the heat 


Sicily. On New Year's Eve, 38 nıob- 
sters were senlenced by a Sicilian 
court 1o a tolal of 328 years in jail. 
The (rial was lhe culnıination of a 
legal process set in motion more 
than a (lecacle ago by lhe crusading 
anti-Mafiiı julges, Giovanni Falcone 
and Paolo Borsellino, and repre- 
senis A poslhunous last laugh [or 
(hem — they were both blown up by 
tle Mafin within a monlh of cach 
other in Sicily in 1912, 

Such is ihe inıpacl of the new 
(rive lo eradicate Cosa Nostra ilınt a 
note uf lriunphalisın has enlerecl tle 
voices of the aulhorilies in bolh Haly 
tl (lhe US. Simne agenls are now I0 
be heard upenly speculating about 
lhe previously unthinkable: lias tlie 
war against lhe Mob been won? Is 
the Mafia as washed-up as Corozzo 
was on that Flaricla beach? Tu appre- 
ciale fully the scale of {he Mafia's 
rout you have tu switclı locus 1o the 
snul] islancl of Pianosa, off the coast 
uf Tuscany, where anolher promi 
nenl mobster, Salvatore Bionde, was 
being helel isl ınnth in a maximunı 
security prison, Slıorlly before Sim 
on December JG a guartl perre(l iHo 
Biondo's cull, as he hal duue every 
15 minutes since {he start of lis sift; 
what the guartl saw (hen liad li 
bellowing for axsislance. 

Bindu, i ınentber of {he Sani 
Lorenz clan uf lhe Sicilian Mafia, 
was fangliıug Irom lhe bars uf his 
window by 1ı mrıkesliift noose fash- 
ined Iron: his bedding. He was 
dead by tlie time the guards cut lıim 
tlown. He was le secûnd nafioso 
to kill himself in less than a month, 
ancl the sixth in three years, Such 
belıaviour within the Mafia is just 
not done. "Men of honour” (lo nat 
take their own lives — the very idea 
is perceiverl as a sign of weakness 
and enshrined as a taboo in their 
code of behaviour. In the way of 
these things, anyone who hinted at 
suicidal tendencies would be mur- 
dered by their Mafia jailmates be- 
fore they could get close to doing 
the job for themselves: a weak man 
is a vulnerable man, and a vulnera- 
ble man nuight talk. 

Suicides are just one indication 
that the Mafia is losing its edge, as 
the fear and respect that they once 
commanded and which divided the 
“men of honour" from common 
criminals are gradually whittled 
away. Members can no longer rely 
on corruptible Italian politicians and 

judges to escape justice. 

In Catania, for example, a single 
public works project to build an 
exhibition centre cost $100 million 
of taxpayers’ money. If is reckoned 
by prosecutors to have generated 
$20 million in kickbacks for the 
Mafia and politicians. That sort of 
money is not easily replaced, partic- 
ularly since Cosa Nostra no longer 
has the same pivotal role in tlıe 
international lıeroin trade it played 
in the early 198s. ا‎ 

. And then there are the arrests. 
The Italian families have been torn 
apart as ııembers have been identi- 
fied, apprehended and sentenced to 
long jail terms after massive police 
operations. 

In February 1993, Salvatore 
Riina, the “boss of bosses" of the 
dominant Mafla clan, irom Corleorıe 
near Palermo, was taken into cus- 
tody — as was lis second in com- 


OR "Liltle Nick" Corozzo, the 
F۴ encl of year celebrations were 
(lecicledly muted. It was ıot 
jusl that he was arrestc(l in the week 
runing up to Chrislmas; it was also 
the manner in which the swoop was 
canduclecl. Cilnating FBI officers, 
lepriving him of even the clignily of 
being picked up in a sinart Armani 
suit, ıabbel hinı as he wadlecl aut of 
he Ploritla ocean wearing nuthing 
lul iı pair of floral swinming trunks. 
lf was a filling end Lo û qıoquImene- 
lly bal year for the Moh. Follow- 
int 1 series of high-pr'nfle arrests inn 
New York, Detroit, Baslon, New 
Orleans antl Chicago, the name of 
Nicholas Corozzo las beeı added 
lı A growing number of alleged 
Mafia bosses either awaiting Lrial or' 
strving long prison sentences, 

The authorilies have chargerl 
Corozzo with 20 counts of at- 
tımplcd nuuırder, loansharking and 
rackeleering, claiming he was lead 
ul the powerful New Ynrk Ganıbino 
fauily and recent successor 10 John 

: "ier Don" Goli thinself sen- 
iricecl to life wilhout paurole in June 
INE. Alongside Coruzzo eight of 
lis "soldiers" have also been 
dharged will rackvtrering, while 
mulher big name in Gambino Cir 
cles, Joseph Watts, i reputecl lorg- 
serving hitmauı for the family, is also 
fing trial for murtler’. 

| Iits louking bad fur the Gambi- 

i ns, lhe rival crime family, the 
(enovesê, can be feeling Jittle 
rhiryier. Last August, a fetleral 
judge in Brooklyn ortlerecl that Vin- 

, tnt "The Clin" Gigante, alleged to 

ı be the heal of the family, wlıo has 
ctaldecl caplure for years by feigning 

madness and walking the streets in 
his pyjanıas, was physically and 
mentally competent to stand trial. 

: Two months earlier, 19 suspected 
Genovese nıembers — including 
three men alleged to be Gigante's 
under-boss, sireet boss and con- 
Sigliere respectively — had been ar- 
rested in Westchester county. 

And to cap it all, last March the 
Feds in Detroit claimed their great- 
est prize: Jack Tocco, allegedly the 
longestservinzg Mafia boss of all 
nıe who is reputed to have taken 
over the city's Mob in 1979. With 
him, 17 alleged Mafia tlite were 
rounded up, prompting the local FBI 
Û0 crow that it had “driven a stake 
through the heart of Cosa Nostra". 

It's been a great year,” a senlor 

American anti-Mafia agent says. 
Not only in terms of quantity, with 
Plenty of arrests, but also in terms 
of quality — we are getting bosses 
and under-bosses, nat just runners 
and booknıakers.”" What this roll- 
call of indictments amounts to is the 
SYslenıatic decimation of the top 
hyer of organised crime in America. 
Orly-two bosses lave been con- 
Yicled in tıe past three years alone. 
Cre are so marıy now in custody 
at Mob cultural clubs, funded by 
Ornicr dons, are reported to have 
e tp within prisons as an insti 
ulional extension of the clubhouses: 
Cre mobsters hang out on the 
is The clubs provide a way of 
ar the long hours: which.is just 
wll , 8 many of the apprehended 
end their lives behincl bars. 
را‎ grim story, from the 
he Point of view, is to be told in 

Ameland of Cosa Nostra — 


February 2 101 


among working-class families, and 
yet a Mintel survey found that Fur 
people were much less likely (, 
worry about nutrition than rich 
This isn't because they're feckless, 
but because they've so much else i) 
worry aboul: it's well documented | | 
now that eating healthily is dearer | | 
andl isn't an option for the poor — | 
1 
i 
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Are middle-class mothers powerless to resist their 
children's demands for fashion foods’? Can poorer 
parents even afford to? Anne Karpf fears the worst 


Vegetables maiter 


EVE had a national panic 
WV toon the safety of food, 

and one about the safety of 
children, go it was not going to be 
long before they conjoined to pro 
duce a national panic about children 
ancl food. It duly arrived last week, 
with the publication in Britain of a 
new study carried out for the Can- 
cer Research Campaign, which 
claimecl that today's children run a 
gm'eater risk of cancer because they 
refuse to tat vegetables, 

The proposed solution was novel: 
aince clıildren relish the various 
fuvourinys alded to crisps, why not 
add thei to fraogen vegetalles to 
ıroduce prawncackiail flavoured 
carrots, or ronst-beefancl-muslardl 
flavoured broccoli? U may be a braye 
new world, bul for the foocl maınufac- 
turers İt's also a rewarding ane. 

This isn the first panic about 
children and fougl. But previous 
bursts of public anxiely were con- 
fined to Britain, anl this is Buro- 
wiılc. There was recent alarm in 
France, for example, when NÎt- 
Iwuaki's aunounced 1hat onc of its 
city branches was laying on a [ree 
bus service to shutllle wıtofFtown 
beêe schuolchildren in lor to giticê 
fig Mac during their lunch hour. 
Ãnıl an Malian survey recently founcl 
that, veal aside, falian childreıı’s food 
preferences are just aš restricted as 
thei’ British counterparis. That 
vaunted, féted Mediterranean diet 
is, İt seemıs, being junked. 

Allhough the current anxiety has 

a broader, more symbolic dimen- 
sîon, contemporary kids certainly 
have refined the art of faddisın. 
‘Theres one fauıily in which the 
older clıild will eat only bow-shaped 
pasta, and the younger refuses ally 
bul twirkshapes, Hearing auch tales 
{ used to fecl complacent: my chil 
dren have never eaten a spoonful of 
commercially prepared baby food 
and have been fed exclusively on a 
wide range of fresh, home-made 
meals. Nıunritionally, 1 belong with 

the angels, Bul, alas, their adve nhur- 

ousness with food hasn't lasted, and 

my seven-year-old is a new recruil 

to the faddist ranks. What's nıore€, 

inevitably, as a result of mıy zeal, her 


simply providing enouglı food for 
their chillren is their priority, As 
food researcher Suzi Leather las 
pointed out, convenience fools may 
be high in fat and sugar but they're 
predictable and entail less waslage 
— "if you are poor, You cannal af 
ford mistakes", So the children of 
the micldle classes eat better bul 
their parents worTy ntore. 

Whenever the subject of children 
and food is raisetl, women are in for 
blame. This time ifs been hinted 
that, by acquiescing in thelr chi 
dren's prohibitions and preferences, 
mothers have been morally lax: in 
deed, fibre and moral fibre have be 
come closely linkecl in the popular ' 
imagination — as if a deficiency o 
the latter has caused a deficll of the 
former. In fact, women are subjected 
to competing maternal ideologie 
the good mother nıust maintain {he 
family harmany aud ils health. ln 
creasingly, we [incl ourselves unable 
sivmultaneousiy to rile bollı. 

When anxiely sweeps across Uir 
country like a Mexican wave, 
can be sure it alhu carries broader 
concerns, A panic about the ur 
healthinêss of uur children's und. 
with ils pularîsed imagery {pr 
children, iraipure fut} cxprtsa™ 
potent, il conflicting, fears abou uv: 
world and the adulteration of our 
lure. Afler nir aul waler, taod is IM 
mosl importanl (hing we igest: MF 
current anxiely speaks ol the per 
tration of agribusiness inl ir 
heart of our children, pulluting 
very marruw with lhe Big C. 

For more than a decade, he 
education campaigns haye plied u" 
with information about a heal: 
diet and, with the stamp of Thar 
erism, lirged us (o exercise ind 
ual choice to become healthier; 10% 
our children are using thal S4ê 
touted choice to eat unheallli 
Middle-class families, eating % . 
ganic to counter a sense of Poe ; 
lessness in the face O # 
omnipotent food industry, findi# j 
themselves powerless in the face Û 
children subsisting solely on C" ' 
Paps and Hula Hoops. So the ¢ 
rent panic algo evokes image | 
children blontecl not just with fat DW 


But our children's preferences 
and our arixiety over tiem are 
shaped by much more than indivi 
dual hopes and tastes. Although eat- 
Ing seems like the most personal 
activity, it's actually one of the most 
culturally determined. My daughter 
can name every product that her 
friends eat regularly: when the gap 
heıween what a child and its peers 
eat is too great, the child feels un- 
comfortable — to children confor- 
mlty in food is as important as in 
clothes. Indeecl, a sludy has shown 
that a child who prefers peas to car- 
rats will, if seated with children who 
prefer carrols, choose carrols over 
peas, and ıufter a few days will say 
that thcy actually prefer theın. 

Foal has long been the site of 
power siruggles belween parents 
and children, but what lıas changed 
over tlıe past 20 years lıas been the 
creation ofl a children's culinary 
glietto. In tracdlitlonal cultures chil- 
dren and adulls eat the same fool 
togetlıcr, but in Lhe West, kils have 
become ù lucrative muvketing 
niche, with producls targeted en- 
lirely at thenı Nursery fool was al- 
ways hland, but it was a variant of 
atlult Jood; lotlny’'s children occupy a 
cartlonedoff zone of spaghelli 
hoops anf turkey dinosaurs, 

In sonıe sense, this is Fine: chil- 
dren use fool to differentiate tlie irr 
selves from aclults. Anthropologist 
Allison James has argued that 
sweets — their ingredients, texture 
ancl (he way they're eaten (puf in 
the nıouth, taken out, put in again) 
— blatantly violate the culture of 
adult eating. Indeed, children's cul- 
ture inverls the rules of adlults' cul- 
ture: what we prize, they trash, and 
vice versa — all part of the great 
psycho-social separation from par- 
ents that children must engage in. 

But the might of the food compa- 
nies has changed the piclure; food 
îs now entertainntent. Cartoon char- 
acters, already familiar to children 
{from toys antl television, saturate 
theîr daily meals; regularly used to 
market convenience foods to kids, 
“character licensing” is a billion-dol- 
lar industry. MiîcDonald’"s set a treııd 
in the 1860s, introducing the Ronald 
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ing toys. [n another survey, 85 per 
company admitted recently, in j cent of children had asked a parent 
countries that had no hamburger j to buy them a food they'd seen ad- 
tradition. vertised on TV and, given their fa 

Children's food is heavily adver- | bled “pester power", got it. Studies 
tised on television: one survey | have shown that quite small children 
found that more than half of all ad- j are ferociously brand loyal, with a 
vertise ments during a week of chil- | remarkable memory for jingles, 
dren's television were for food and All this İis undeniable, but it's also 
soft drinks (most laced with fat, | true that many current fears are on 
unattainable object oûf desire is a | McDonald clown to help establish | sugar or both), eight times higher | misplaced. The Cancer Research | also with power, an army of un 
chicken nugget. the company's dominance — espe- | than for any other category, includ- | Campaign study was carried out | tainable kils. 


CAR HIRE 


cially, a senior vice-president of the 
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this we are throwing in three 
days accommodation for four 
Î people absolutely free. 


COMPANY 8 FULLY INCLUSIVE RATES BW WIDE RANGE OF 
VEHICLES BW OVER 60 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE 


OALY 7+ 
f CALL, WRITE OR FAX TO OUR CENTRAL RESERVATIONS 


FAT CINOUECENTO 9100 1300 88 
1 +44 1483 
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و‎ : TELI-O0 44 1348 433938 
The UK AIRPORT CAR HIRT xt NEVER HIRE A CAR UNTIL FAX. 44 1342 832211. 


MIAHOCOHESTIUR, GATWTICOR, 
PIEATIIMOW & 1UTON 
Full rang f ihe lalrsı nol] cars 
Irons £ 1O9.00 pur week, fully Incln- 
se. 7 Day#24 Hour srıvive anl tul- 
lecuon froma Arparı Terminal. 
Tel +44 le| 499 3643 
Fax +44 I161 283 1031 
Alrport Cır Rental 
85, Quezasvray, Heald Green, Cheudle, 
Choire, SEB 3HG 


Car Hire 
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Persnnal meti & grert Sen'ice Ut 

FHfeuthrow' & Grnvicd lirports 


"The 
Car Hire 
Specialists 


YOU HAVE CHECKED 
KENDALIL.'S PRICEB 
200 Fina Cars. Vana, Eslatas, 
7. 12 & 15-Saatera lor Hire, 


MARTINS MARTINS 
Selfie Selfie 
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fax 
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Letter from Cyprus Jon Gorvett 


In the Iine of fire 


hand slaps on the rickely tables of 
the backgammon players ricochet 
around the concrete and tile Interior 
of the cafê. Metin, a reporter with a 
Turkish TY station, is quick to 
observe the irony. 

“iis goocl for all of us, this,” he 
gestures, laking in the bortler (he 
UN, the club and the buffer zone, 
"Thc British and {he West can dli 
vide ancl rule, the Greek anc Turk- 
ish politicians can usc it for {heir 
ewn polilcil gaues ancl fur us it is 
guul too," he sys, poinfing to ll 
reperlers sifling ziroumkl the bir. 
“We can sit here antl fil’ cupy ancl 
EL ped andl contipuıe to live wus 1lıis 
belu islindl, just so long is 
vwry ole iı û while sumone Kuts 
killed.” 

And fhe will fur it cleull is tel 
mwutlly û mp ene, Indlovel, lhe tinie 
bolwuen killings bam revenly bern 
EUing shorter, On (bh will behind 
us are pholigriphs of last SUI DUI"s 
Greek Cyprul roles, when one 
YUN Dat was boalen e cll uul 
another shud il killeel cliiubiuyzE 2 
Miupole, On (he her sil uf the 
ledri Plies hulels grounds, Ile | i: 
imal Bikers" Club uy regulurk | 
demon™lriles il the Garvek Û prin 
border pist, Closig i lo iiy 
wishing lo visit Ihe Nurth. Turlci=h 
slits lave also beet firecl un, 
sul ew Ibe Ger Uy GOON ONL I 
ml his mance plans 
bt mei SSO ADT MN CTI 
isla, cnn warlike herulliuu'« < 
ihe lur tkisly n == 

lle ave e lol by wel iia eber <l 
be garden pith ub i stall rale le 
e o bp > dud villas. A iu 
Les lis oes i i sul gut dert1, .ı 
ly welcomes visitors For lunch. | 
Al ik nce i iS a suburlmn Srv 
wilh uld Auslin Alinis ancl Maxis 
parkel in cirives, left over [rom th 
19fûs and the all-pervasive British 
influence. There is a Jecling of nol 
ing less threatening that a Brîtislı 
soulh-coeast seasicle town in winter. 
Rut abnve the road, back in the 
Jedra Palace shrubbery, someone 
has hung a huge banner, in English. 
11 says: “There is no going back to 
thr 1964-1074 period”. It is the las! 
thing one is called upon to remem- 
ber before crossing into the North, 
the bogus state recognised by no 
une, owned by Turkey and the ondy 
thing most of ils inhabitants are con: 
vinced is keeping them from ınas- 
sacre. Theres no going back. 1 
wonder which side put the banner 
there; it could be either. 


سے 


Lefkosa has a line of rusting, 
sand-filled oaildrums along 
the top of its southern stancl; slight 
plants and grasses grow out of {heir 
tops, while across tlıe pitch a row of 
sandbags snakes iılong from the 
cireclors box, over the front row 
steals and Up to H concrete pedenial 
where ihc Greek fluyg MuUers. Anci 
moving in Lhe same, slow, winter 
breeze, nul 20 melros away, is (he 
red crescenl Mag of Hie Turkish Re- 
public of Northern Cyprus TTRNCI. 
ln Lifkosa, Ihe kils, excelled 
fron fhe pitch since before thoy 
were born, ply with iı cheigs plimlic 
loulball in He areot. Theres hasn' 
been a nMrh since I74. Eerie lito 
is û line of Turkish hus, sill 
buub-duiyted inu perk-ururkuel 
wilh bullet bales: ane ıı uld churtlı 
bombed by ian artillery hull, its 
callous SUNN sphirEved oud inte the 
slreel, iı tll pin tree sprenuling} |) 
oll Hile nave, gun slits knocked iu 
a stl wall. 

The oll war has ll ia certuin 
smell tou. A levling of isen in the 
numday het in thee wineling alloys 
ul he try line, lue lurrar him leti 
iı [SÛ presuure, vcbertlleel in 
Ihe walls, he lnk. Hark place™= ol iı 
ied Al, he unety, lili 
snes ul hlren litline owt in Ihe 
rubble. Amul i bere lou iu Oe 
FT I ay where one ili 
he lute il he village Ar 
nally smiled very mtv ol 
he BFIVE™L Ms, 

hul I= i= the “I Maul alfrp™ 
Mr lurks the bet von lon He 
eoflleru sile o1 Nici nit, op lefkto=i, 
ul he UN btemlqguirlers, Ibe Jarrlras 
Lale hel, whi vis like û nim 
sive bencherl steamship fron 1l 
lw wrecks uf houses around i1. On 
ils ruul, painled sky-blue nud wieh 
large UN ınarkirus all nlaımg it, u sol- 
«lier lazily stands and yawns in tt 
tackecl-on observalion post. 

Ã road runs trough 1he houtcl 
grounds with tle TRNC border post 
on one end arl lhe Greek Republic 
post ùn the other. A quirk of thc 
1974 ceasefire left a sınall strip of 
Turkish lanl poking out into thet 
Greek Cypriut hall of the dily. This 
hotel is home to the TRNC press 
club. the hard-hats of the Greek 
Cypriot guardamen almosl within 
reach ûn the otlıer side. 

We sil unconfortably on our’ 
white plastic chairs in tlhe club bar. 
The scatter of dice on woorl and the 
alternate groans and triumphant 


T HE FOOTBALL stadium in 


A Country Diary 


The pine marten tracks never 
deviated. They went on towards the 
garden and Uırough a hole. iıı tlie 
fence [hal rabbits. sometimes use. 
The tracks explorerl the outsile of a 
huleh where the cockerel and licens 
are kept and then wantlered rounci 
the hutch with all the ducks inside. 
Genernlly, when I can {rack pine 
nuarfens İn the garden 1hey explore 
every single hutch. Whether this ani 
mal was distractecl or jusl gave up is 
difficult to say but after the lwo 
hulehes the tracks led off down tlie 
pmldlock, I followed them down iuul 
they met up with the tracks uf a 
brown hare before BWÎINRÎDE lo une 
sile and crossing the Ice on botlı {he 
garden ponds, The animal ther lenpt 
oun lo the lop of a fenccstraining post 
andl Ff could clearly see the {racks of 
all four paws as, perhaps, it usec the 
vanlage ıoinl to laok around. 


Ray Colllar 


TRATHNAIRN: The badger 

tracks left the set aud went 
down untler the ımortbuncl birc 
trees heading towarels tlie house 
wlıere apples put down fur {hruslics 
have been (lisappearing overnight. 
The Iracks passed uthers an the 


. way, lose of waocleock, pheasan, 


fox and rue (leer. When the brncks 
passed untler a fonce hey were 
joined by those of a pine mar'len and 
the lwo sets ran parallel lo each 
other as they crossed tlie narrow 
roatl. However, lie badger suddenly 
scented to have a change,of mind as 
the {racks swung left and (lisate 
peared undler a: (lense blacklhorrı 
thicket. The biııdger colkl have berıı 
looking for dead birds. bul il was 
more. likely. that .the bare urotınd 
would vieldl some earilwurms, 


cume, revralit o ıı uly oud: 
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The black hoy ns high-soclety toy in 18th century England is depicted in a contemporary engraving, 
after Hagnrih. Below, Ignatius Sancho in a portrait Thomas Gainsborough 


Slave boy who wowed literary London 


Roger Tredre 


E WAS te black Dr Johnson 

— a bestselluy writer amel iı 
cmposur of nule. Bid UU years orl 
dnost qe one bits heard of hin ancl 
lis wırks are unre. 

But now 1 campaign is Luıcler wily 
lu reslure te repulalion of lgnalius 
Sancho, an [Ah century author’ win 
was burn o slave but was felecl in 
Loutlun's literary circles by the tire 
that he tlirtl. 

Reyahn Kg, Curilor of tu oxlii- 
hiin abad Sebr ial pene il 
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lis chiel weipon was hurtmutlr, 
which he serl lo lamipuon stereos 
lypes uf the black imelleel: "Iron 
Othello 10 Simeho (he big — we are 
either foolish — or mulish — ill 
willaul û single exception." lı ond 
letter, he bade u corresponded “thu 
prayers — nn of a raving mad 
Wig, tur fawning deceitful Tuy — 
bul ofa cuiıl-black, jolly African". 

Sınche was a mentber of a xnxıll 
ıt wellcunnevled blick clile, 
which inclucll Julius Snubise, it 
dinrly, sul George Briklgetiwer., £4 
violinisl who bofmiendeel Bectluiyvren. 

Ã new edil of Svhur's ltlers 
lo his lrieud Laurence Serr, Le 


aller of Tristriuns Shindy, is lo bı’ 
publisher next year by Penguin. His 
wrling shows u heavy Sterne influ 
uliece, wilh isles is the chief Torin 
vf punvclualiun, 

Wien Squtho's collectecl lellurs 
were publisherl in L7H, two years 
nier his death, hey crewed it Tiler 
iıry sensation, The Firs eeliliun soll 
wut in six nounlhs and was roprinletl 
(ive tines. 

Bourn on a slave Slip and Laker lo 
Loudon iS an uuu wiry 
uld, Smcho iade his ie unter 
le pitr of Jol, the sevond 
buke ul Montigu, bu xquauderud :s 
Riy lH u bi in le LrFAS ur 
omen dÎ ub. Ile lialur el 
up in DUSÎOS iS A TOT. 

His wriling elinpliys i soplistie 
cel, iron apprecinlinh ul lii 
Sn .~ I uulider hy Drilinli 


don last wirek, vid: “Aculernes 
live bee ware of his aclirv- 
mens lo sune tır bul lere is iı 
evd tu gel binı inte he public eyu." 
She lias bev oversliaduwel, 
sty historians, by Ihe achirvemrnls 
ul ludih Equiauu, Le blicl: 
writer atl Cutpiiyner who helpul 
t0 bring bot the dboliion of slay- 
1 ry in HUF. But Saneho îs now colı- 
silered uch lhe finer writer, 
| Mudern authors whu aclmire lis 
work include Salnıan Ruslıdie ancl 
aryl Phillips. Sancln has been 
cnlnpnred Lo Dr Julınson for his wit 
and breadth uf learning, and als 
his greal physical girth (an attribule 
skilfully underplayerd in a portrait by 
Thomas CGainsborouglı nn show at 
lhe Purtrait Gallery). 


"U sebi, SuKllev Sindi, ıı 
oMTibulkr u lrlias Surl: 
Arica Mn OF Û oters, publishrl 
lo cuincidle with Lhe exhibitirn, sail: 
"He slanıls al lhe hel of ù Merary 
traclilun Ilit encompasses the likes 
uf Equianu, lean Rhys. Y $ Naipaul 
ancl Salman Rushclie." 

The exhibition is set to clıallenge 
the percepliou that black hislory in 
Brilain began with inımigratiun 
from the Caribbean this cenlury. — 
The OQbserter 


Notes & Querles Joseph Harker 


AN anyone restore my faith So had the Vikings had their way | if it also happens to be the 13th, for 
by citing a few idols of the even more, Dover and Calais might | a month. Don't take your cows up 
20th century who are still above jİ have been called Elsinore and Hels- | the mountains to summer pastures 
reproach? ingborg. — Clemens Oslergaard, | on a new moin or they will behave 
University af Aarhus, Denmark idiotically all season. — Jaanne 

îf QUEEN Elizabeth, the Strang, Lafouillade, France 


Queen Mother, whose duty to 
the British nation, Empire and Com- 
monwealth has not diminished over 
ihe pasî G0 years: Dag Haın- 
marskjöld and Û Thaııl, who set the 
United Nations on the right path of 
development, even if Ihat develop- 
Ment was often tınclerıninecl: Nelson 
Marklela, wha has shown the value 
uf lurning a cheek lo one's enemy 
fur the sake of peace; Janıes Stew- 
irl, Henry Fanda and Gregory Peck 
for the quality of their performances 
ind for so often representing. the 

battler" in society, — Frances 
Tsutkalidis, Leeton, NSW, Australia 


Y 1997 diary details the 

“Moon's phases” for each 
month. How might this informa- 
tion be useful to me? 


Any answers? 


HEN were firenmen's poles 

first introduced into fire- 
staons, and who invented 
them? — Jan Crnuther, East Yorks 


HE PHASES of the .nwon are 

very useflıl to sailors. Spring 
tides —~ the ones that go up very 
high and down very low ancl. the 
ones ihat flow .fastest — occur 
round British coasts once a f[orl- 
night a day or so after full moon ancl 
new noon; neap tides —— (he gentler 
ones that clon"t go up so high or 
down so low — occur at {he quar- 
ters. — Afarlin Lewis, Ipswich 


HAT happens lo the 
caffeine from decaffeinatedl 
coffee? — Paul Wiliams, London 


ANNIBAL of Carthage 

crossed the Alps with his 
clephants, Where did he get 
then, and how were they 


Fl ELSINGOR (Hamlet's . , OME lunatic answers: you now trained? Curthage ls in North 
Elsinore); Helsingborg in know the best time to cul your | Africa, but the African elephant 
Sweden; Helsinki — what's the grass and your nails, prune your | today İs regarded as untrainahlo. 
conneclon? ` Î trees, and Kill your pig — all with | — Claudia Couper, Oman 


the oll moon. 

Full moon is for sowing and plami- 
ing your tomatoes ancl salacls, shear 
ing your sleep and pruning your 
vines, As for the new moon, if it falls 
on a Weclnesday, so will {lıe rain and 


Answars should be a-nıalled lo 
weakiy@guerdian.co,uk, faxed lO 
44 171-242-0985, or posted to The 
Guardian Weekly, 75 Farringdon 
Road, London EC1M 3HQ 


HE common fnclor iı Scandi 
navia's Helsing- names is ak, 
Meaning "qeck", and they refer to 
areas belonging to people located at 
¢ throttle point of a strait or souınd. 


j he National Portrait Gallery in Lune 


س م ل o‏ 


This week's game helped Arkell iy 
one of several 100 per cent scores 
(C Gorka ¥ K Arkell, Warwicks 
Open). 


1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 Bb4 


4 f3 c5 Š5 dÖ d6 6 e4 exd5 7 


cxdö Nh5 8 Bb5+? This exchange 


helps Black. Instead 8 Be3 prepares 


to refute Qha+ by 9 g3 Nxg3? 10 
Bf2. Bd7 9 Bxd7+ Nbxd7 10 
Ne2 Qh4rî 11 g3 Qh3 Now 
Black threatens Qg2. 

12 Kf2 c4 13 Qa4 Bc5+ 14 
Be3 Bxe3+ 15 Kxe3 f5 16 
Nd4? White's king is shaky, but 
he should try 16 exf5, f4r! 17 
gxf4 0-0 18 Ne6 Neš! 19 Rall 
If 19 fxe5 Rxf3+ 20 Kd2 Qg2+ 21 
Ne2 Rd3+ wins, Nxf4a! 20 Nxfê lf 
20 Nxf4 Qh6. Rxf8S8 21 Qdl 
Ng2+ 22 Kd4 Rx 23 Re 
slgne. 23 Rxf3 Nxf3+ 24 Kx 
Ne3+ wins the Q. 


No 2457 


NOB CGM O ™ © 


abc d e f g Rh 


| 

Hugh Alexander ¥ Alexander : 
Alekhine, Margate 1938. Unly four 
UK players this century har 
heaten a reigning wurldl clamp 
(Penrose v Tal 1960, Miles v Kar’ 
1980 ancl 1083, Sharl ¥ Kaspar" 
1987 and 1993, Adaıs V Karp 
194), and today's puzzle i» one wl ' 
the nearmisses, Insleadl of Alexa 
deı"s 1 Rg3? White has a winuine : 
line nine moves «leep, though 
Black's play is virlually forced. 
Reckon yourself a stroug playtr | 
vou crack it in half an hour. 


No 24156: 1 Kc1 5 32 Rd? Rxf4+ 3 | 
R7d2 mate. 


Chess Leonard Barden 


ETH ARKELL, the Derby 
grandmaster, has won the 


What happened then supports 


The US and other countries also 


It's the Amateur Prix which inter- 
sinte some 
15,000 take part every year via grad- 


than a dozen beat the 40/50 total 
which can only be achieved by scor- 
ing 4/5 or 5/6 in several congress 
Majors or Minors, 

To compete, ask the BCF {01424 
442500) for its quarterly calenclar of 
coıning events, collect entry lornıs 
from congress bookstalls, and look 
for suitable Leigh circuit tuurna- 
ments; for instance, if your BCF 
grarle is 119, concentrate on under- 
120 or 125 Minors, It helps greatly if 
you can score a maxiınum 5/5 or 
6/6 somewhere, for many amateurs 
wlıo lead with a round to go settle 
for an easy last round half point. 


Leigh Interests £3,000 Grand Prix 
for the best overall results in UK 
congresses during 1996. Arkell 
travelled thousands of miles, finish- 
ing firat or second in 14 congresses 
before the runnerup Mark Hebden 
faltered in the final event at [sling- 
ton, north London. 


the theory that achieving a long- 
held ambition such as a champİ- 
onship or a master title often leads 
to a slump in form. Chess players 
are goal-oriented people who can 
raise their game for a while wien a 
suitable target is in sight, The con- 
verse is that second place or a near- 
miss, particularly if you feel 
unlucky, can be a fine stimulus. At 
Hastings the week after the Grand 
Prix circuit, Hebden had the best re- 
sult of his lle, sharing first prize in 
the Premier; Arkell was an also-ran 
in the Challengers, 


run a Grand Prix, but Britain's ver- 
sion, which has run since 1974 and 
awards £8,000 annually, uriquely 
has separate events for women, JU” 
niors, amateurs, and deaf or blind 
players. All are sponsored by Leigh 
Interests, the Walsall-based waste 
processor firm which has former 
British Chess Federation president 
David Anclerton as a director. 


esls most players, 


ing-Jimitedl taurnaınents. Winners 
are gelting wiser; (his time more 


Critics of subsidies do not believe 


On top of devastating agricultural 


developmenl. Between 1988 and 
1995 the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Fûod failed to object 
to planning applicalions involving 
developınent of an area more than 
10 fimes the size of Bristol. 

Despite a deep alfinily for wildlife 
and the countryside, conservation 
has failed. There seems very little ap- 
petite for a wider public debate aboııt 
land rights and ownership. There is 
littte political weight behind reforms 
which would inconvenience marlerı1 
agribusiness and development. 
Britain's vanishing wildlife deserves 
a more cr'ealive and radical response. 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


E E E > ف عد ا‎ 


Meckstroth won with te jack Aste 
ond diamond went to declarer'si3k 
Now Forrester ruffed 4 . 
cashed the ace of hearts, ruffed 3ã 
heart, ruffed another club ar 
ruffed a third heart to reach 
ending, requiring three more € 
with the lead in the South hand: 


North 
4 ÃĞ 
Y7 
eK 
® 
West East 
4 Q3 +8 
%7 ê 
۰ ¢ 101 
ج‎ sAK 
South 
+è K0 
ا‎ 
¢ 43 
*Q 
١ 
When Forrester led the que 
clubs, Meckstroth coulcl اک‎ 


If he did not ruff, Forrest 
make dummy's six of sP& ّ 
as the ace and king. If Me“ ele 
ruffed the queen of clubS®: For 
would overruff with dum و‎ o 
and ruff a heart with the 2 
spades for the crucial ten 


North 
4 ÃA652 
YA7542 
¢ KS86 
# 10 
West East 
4 QJ]73 48 
¥ Jo86 YK103 
+ Q9 ¢ 10752 
#4 ]62 ة#AÃAK543‎ 
South 
4 K1094 
YQ 
+ AJ43 
8 Q49087 
South West North East 
Fsier M'roth R'son Rwell 
1¥ Pass 
ھ14‎ Pass ھ2‎ D'ble{} 
Pass 342) 34 Pass 
44 D'ble Pass Pass 
Rdble {3) Pass Pass Pass 


{1) A inkcout double, asking Meck- 
slroth to bid a minor suit, {2) "Thank 
you, pariner'” (3) Forrester and Rol- 
son needled a big win to have a 
chance of first place, and this was a 
gollen opportunity for a major swing. 

Meckstroth led the queen of dia 
ınoncls, which Forrester won with 
the ace in lhe South hand. Forrester 
led a club towards dummy, which 


HE Macallan Pairs Champi- 

onship, Britain's foremost invita- 
tion event for the world’s top 
players, was held at the White 
Hause Hotel near Regent's Park in 
London on January 22-24. This year, 
players were allowed to use a mini- 
mum of conventional aids to bid- 
ding, so whether spectators were 
waiching at the table or in the 
Vugraph theatre, they were able to 
Inllow the action and understand 
what everyone was doing into the 
bargain! 

Ttry to play as few conventions A8 
possible anyway, and | applaud this 
initiative by lhe Macallan to make 
thcîr great tournament accessible to 
thé many hunfireds of spectators 
wlıo attentl. [ wonderecl whether 
last year's winners, Jeff Meckstroth 
and Eric Roclwell of the US, woul 
have heen quite so enthusiastic with 
this change, since the system they 
use in championship play is one of 
lhe nıast conıplex antl soplıisticated 
that the game hal ever seen. 

But Jeff andl Eric were as keen as 
ever to defeıul their title, On ihis 
deal froın lasl year's event, they 
faced Tony Forrester andl Anûrew 
Robson in a crucial match during 
the closing stages, Game all, dealer 
West: : 


ing that many of the subsidies 
British farmers receive from El- 
rope for food production should be 
replaced by new forms of subsidy to 
act as incentives for conservation. 


this would be sufficient to solve the 
wildlife problem, even if it could be 
implemented. They believe local au- 
thority planning regulations should 
be extended so that farmers would 
have to seek permission before de- 
stroying hedges, ponds or meadows, 


changes, more antl more farmland 
is being buriedl under concrete. Re- 
cent figures published by the Coun- 
cil [or ihe Protection of Rural 
Englancl show that even the govern” 
ıment deparlment responsible for 
protecting farmland has failed to 
safeguard even our most valuable 
agricultural land [rom irreversible 


nerease production and destroy the 


Mosil British butterflies, 43 


filing in ponds have had a devastat- 
ing effect on reptiles andl amphibians. 
lnereasedl ploughing, lieavy pesti- 
cile and fertiliser use andl other 
forms of agricultural change have 
scen off semi-natural, fMower-rich 
mcadows and paslures, In Worces- 
tershire, for exanıple, H4 per cent of 
lhis sori of grassland las been de- 
stroyed, which means that once 
cannon wildflowers like cowslip, 
ragged rabin, hay rattle, sneteze- 
woûrk, ox-eye daisy and green 
winged orchid are clisappearing. 
Conservalion organisations nego- 
tiate in Britain znd at Brussels, urg- 


natural environment, According to 
recent surveys, between 1969 and 
1994, tree sparrows declined by 89 
per cent, common partridges by 82 
per' cent, turtle cloves by 77 per cent 
and skylarks by 58 per ceıit. 


species, are (lependem on farming, 
and many, like fhe marslı fritillary 
ancl the brown hairslreak al'e now ini 
rapicl decline. Another tlıree species 
have becomıe extinct. Pollution and 


24 LEISURE 


Wings of change 


wildlife, but the changes over the 
past 20 years have been more pro- 
found than at any time in history. 
Farmland birds that were once conı- 
mon are disappearing as a result of 
changes in farming methods which 


Pauli Evans 
CE the important 


changes in the worl around 

us happen so subtly and 
quickly that when we're looking the 
other way, {hey slip by unnoliced, 
Changes in (he countryside are often 
anı a ralchet: once they change, 
tıere's no going back. So it was 
when I realised that the fields near 
where 1 live are now devoid of some 
uf the wild living beings which char” 
actrfiserel Ihe lural farıned landscape. 

Where arv the partrklges thal 
woull crouch low in a furrow antl 
hen rockut away with ù clalter of 
wings when approaclıecl before glicl- 
mg back to earth? Where are the lap- 
wings with Meir marvellous aerial 
dances and thrilling calls? Have they 
flel because of the way {he manage- 
ment of the fields has changed? Or 
lave they been frightened off by sur- 
muntling (levelopment, which has 
brought more peopte, more tlugs 
ard summer fires? H's only a small 
exımyıle of lhe big picture Uuough- 
oul lowland Britain thal now 
amvunts to an ecological crisis. 

"Te wildlife of Britain las been 
depenileni on the relationship be- 
iween agriculture and nalure [or 
thousands of years, Changes in akri- 
culture always mean changes for 


Quick crossword no. 351 


2 
EN ESSE 
_EM_E 
MEH BSS 


5 Heaven — could |j Last week's solution 


Slmial>lolr|Di 


4 
UH 


Across 


1 Abaent {4)} 

3 Fibrous non- 
burning 
material (8) 

9 Tourisl (7) 

10 Women's 
quariers (5) 

11 Scolish 
landowner {5} 

12 Dark sweet ale 
— carrier (6) 

14 Hangover 
cla (7,6) 

17 Reviavwer (Û) 

19 Sufficienl (5) 

22 Refuge {5} 

23 Parnuittec! {7} 

24 Joy — a gs 


name! {8) 

25 Make 

anh eaty (4) put you! out! (5) 
6 Tortura {7) 
7 Irclentica! (4) 

E 8 Comic) 

1 Deerlikê arachnidl (§) 
ruminant (&) 13 Amicable (8) 

2 "I was 15 Coming (7) 
elsewhere" 16 Annually (6) 
rlefence (5) 18 Uniform Jacket (5) 

4 Collector of 20 Strangth — 
discarded control {5} 
items (5.8) 21 Cook 4) 


3 
Ll 
E 
3 
A 


E 
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26 ARTS 
Fitting a round peg in a square hole 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
Fokrudry 2 1987 


Wicker 


ARTS 27 
Strike a chord 


even transcendence, Braque bri 
us up short. As nuch as he 
exhilarating, he risks losing himsel 
andl us, in incoherence. 

Braque was the least program 


terisel MeDermott's work since 
the splil with Bardsley. Over the 
past ciglt years, you've never 


=.= —_ - 
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€ iit af painie, 4 known where McDernıott miglıt 1 
أ‎ ART : ۱ 1 ideas beyan 8 rea WOF / dQ pop up next: on a Saturday night al WI th Sch ubert 
Adrlan Searle painter of things, of objects and hn Cy SE 0 a Tuesday 
: ا‎ space between and around them. night on Radio 4; orclıestrating CLASSI 
HE Royal Academy's exhibi. In other late works, lıe returned Lyn Gardner meets two hour Improvised play every Î „ 
tion of the late paintings of to the landscape of Normandy, j direct ith ‘ki night for four weeks at Notingham | ACrOw temonts 
Georges Braque begins with where he grew up, to wheat felts, | ا ا‎ ioe! or appear as (lhe pio 
a sıusage — an instantly recognis- boats on the shore, a rusted iron ۱ and original talent boscis in a prodluclion of Gogol's ; /T'S TYPICAL of Gidon 


Kremer’s adventurousnesa that 
he should choose to build i 
celebration of Schubert's 
bicentenary this year around 
contemporary music, His series 
of six concerts, spilt hetwecn 
spring ntl autunın ancl beinyg 
perforıncd in Amsterdam, Paris 
und Colognc us well ıs London, 
Juxtaposes specially conınsin- 
siuned works wîitlı Schubert's 
complele output for violin. Mont 
of (he concerls are chamber 
senle, bul the opening progrinaimc 
brought Ihe 36-slrong Deutsche 
Vhilhar monic Bremen lu the 
Barbican — u condluclor-loss 
buntl who showed off their exeul- 
lent ensemble and lively charite- 
terlaion in lhe ÛC nuajor Halian 
Overture anl {he Six Germi 
Dimces that Anloun Webern 
lushly erchestrted in 1031. 

With Kremer ans noluisl, ancl 
rather minimally’ as clirelor tote, 
the orchestra accompanivd {hrue 
u le concerkante vliulin works, 

If (his project las A weakness il 
is, dure onc HuMHESt, thal will 
the cxroeplion of the glorious 
Û major Famausy' with pianee. 
Svhuborts violin pieces iru 
somtUimus overextended ancl 
musically slight. Kremer deligll- 
fully puinled Lhe HB Hit 
Polonaise, and WilÛly iussud uff 
the decorafions of the [} major 
Concert Pierce, but even all his 
artslry and loving carc could 
nat disguise the repeltiousneas 
of the A major Adagio and Rondu 
which, a couple of half decent 
tunes apart, has Httle to say. 

For the commissioned pieces 
the composers" brief was to 
produce pieces with aome 

Schubertian connection, whether 
musical or circumstantial. Boti 
the premieres used familiar 
quotations as their starting 
points. Sofia Gubaidulinas 
Impromptu for flute, violin and 
strings takes motifs from the ÃA 
flat piano Impromptu, partleu- 
larly the downward arpegglo with 
which it opens, as the germs 
from which its structure grows. 

The flute (wonderfully played 

by Irena Grafenauer) dwells 
upon the arpeggio, the violin 


. weaves microtonally around 


some seraps of melody, wille the |! 
string orchestra provides block- 
chord punctuatlon until it alights 
upon a unison melody to drive 
the work to its witty climax, witlı 
the arpeggio tasaed between the 
soloists, and a nostalgic cada. . 
in Alexander Vustin's EFantnay 
for Violin and Orchestra, . 
though, ihe atyliatic collage is 
more extravagant. There are 
cxplicit quates — an echo of the 
slow movemcnt of the C major : 
String Quintet and the lune from’ 
the Trout Quintet provide the 
atil centre of the frantic finale, 
and mach nıore paages by feat 
ingly — while in the firat move- 


' ment the conductor intones one 
, of Schubert's best-known sayings 
` — “lg there such a thing aa cheer- 


ful music? I don't know any." . 
The {ngredients don’t blend 
convincingly, but Vustin pro- 
vides plenty of violin writing that 
Kremêr's alchemical powers 
could turn into something close 


. to a real musical experience, . 


The Nose. 


What is clear is Ihat McDerntoll, 


wlio operales al thal point where 
the lines belwven direclion, design 
and performance are a blur, thrives 
an collahoralion with (lesigners, 
actors antl audiences. 

“More antl more of what I do is 
about giving {lie power away 10 oth- 
ers, trusling {hal sunelbing more 
ileresling wil happen if You give il 
sjiace" sys MclrmMl, who 
prefers lo think of himself as a facili 
lalor more {lan a tHroclasl'. 

Ile alse bulks id the Lradilioniul 
Tep seL-Up IMM deminds uit morlels 
of sels shoull be made before ry 
lersals begi anl Coshnites ile- 
SÎNEM vve lore {lee procluctinn 
bas hre cis. 

“Theres sil sSurh i snobbery 
about inpruvisalion intl Is possibil- 
Mies," says McDurmolt, “Fin [rye 
l creale lxlual tfleadre Thal in as 
dive i> au hupruyisel show," 
Carly wulualled i uuelh liy 
jus is by protuyl, Melirrmull 
sery, Tebet it < ie fe HCI 
te Li Cast lu kei luk to play acl 
rust wh othe rihet hiin lo nel 
Pelo HHMG™S Il sll’. 

“I is, bl Cw, cauplelely erri- 
Wiig, ind our dress rebearszln I 
aways a shaubls — our shows 
yaya gul very wobbly jut al he 
ji when ul ie beg pine! 
down, But while il's scary for lhe 
detors, İt is also enpowering.” 

Yel againsl lhe uclels, MicDer- 
ıuult's approach dues seenmı to work, 
Ruth MacKenzie al Nottinghana, 
Jude Kelly at West Yorkshire and 
now Bogdanoy have all been sufli- 
ciently impressed by wilat they've 
seen to take (he risk on McDermolt 
and friends. 

Like the poltergeisli who wrecked 
the house and made the teenage 
McDermott realise that (here was a 
world very different {from conscious 
reality, the elfin but manically 

energetic McDermott may yet turn 
the theatrical world upside down. 


و 


Bııt even at that me, McDermolt 
was nol entirely happy with derek 
dereck's ınelhod uf working. "Julia 
had a very clear vision of what she 
wanted to see on stage, and we be- 
came very &kilful al executing it,” 
recalls McDermatt. “After a while, I 
realised thal eveıı before a show 
happened, I knew exaclly what it 
would be like on stage. The only 
times I got really excited was when 
we made a mistake. [ started look- 
ing forward to something going 
wrong.” 

This desire to Jive nore danger- 
ously bas increasingly charac- 


Buskel case . , , Gerry Flanagan in Phelim NMcDermotl's Don Quite 


tıke tlıeir ûwın adaptation of an lan 


McEwan short story, Cupboard Man, 


to the Edinburglı Festival Fringe. 


The exuberant theatricality evi- 


dent in Gaudete, a three-arıd-a-half- 
hour atlaptation of Ted Hughes's 
epic poeın, fed into a wider revolu- 
tion in British theatre. Richard 
Jones’ bravura 1988 Old Vic produc- 
tion, Too Clever By Half, in which 
both McDermott and Bardsley ap- 
peared, was an early indicator that 
some in the mainslream shared the 
young upstart’'s vision that theatre 
was a performance and not just a lit- 
erary medium. 


rently in lis Scellotape periodl, 
Prior ta that he was big on 
wicker, a nıaterial usecl to consider- 
able effect in his 1994 procluction of 
Don Quixote to prove that Cer- 
antes's hero was a real basket case. 

‘Then lere was lis paper phase, 
when he and Julia Bardsley fusl- 
imed ın enlire slow, based on Ed- 
warl Gurley's The Vinegar Works, 
oul uf {be stuff. McDermott is still 
keen on paper. HM play's a major role 
in Anime, (he uffbrat mixlure of in- 
proviseel Hor'ylelling tunel instant i= 
imalion puppetry Lbhal Tits won lii 
anl his collaburalour's, lee Sirıpson 
anl Juliim Crouch, tt cult lolluwing. 
ln Auimu, swans melambrphose oul 
ul uewsjyaper ancl Venice from carıl- 
boarl. 

But il is Sellotape thal is Mc Der 
malts ınajr obsession of the m- 
men, Filyucld rulls are used lu 
conjure be forest oulsitle Athens iu 
! his tauring prorluclim uf A Mid- 

miter Nighl's Drciun tor Micliiucl 

folanov's newly rıvilalised Ene 

' lish Shakespeare Company. 
In TH llill Lane, û piece based orı 
; MeDerınuti's experiences at he age 
| ot 15, when his childlhoorl home was 
iwaded by a pollergeisl, an entire 
louse, cumplete with stairs, ronf 
antl wiıtlows, is created oul ol paper 

and, of course, Sellotape. It seems a 

fartcularly apt show for a theatrical 
, novator who las spent nıost of his 
; ‘realive life bringing inanimate ob- 
| jets to life, "Blue Peter meets Blue 
| Telet” is how one critic described 
| lhe show. 

, . Director, actor, adaptor, de- 
' signer, and improviser, McDermott 
has been one of theatre's most un- 
classifiable talents since the sume 
mer of 1985, when he and Julia 
Bardsley, two graduates of Middle- 
şe& Poly’s performing arts course, 
formed themselves into a company 
called dereck dereck productions to 


P HELIM MeDERMOTT is cur- 


to the Dollhouse is that it is not a 
nice film at all. Todd Solondz’s new 
movie is a black. and brackish cam- 
edy about growing up gormless that 
inflicts as much pain as pleasure. 
Fortunately, it is funny too — some- 
times extremely funny. ٍ 
Heather. Matarazzo plays an 11- 
year-old in glasses and tlıe kind of 


' clothes you don't wear but you hope 
` will come back Into fashion one day. 


She is cursed with a dinkily atlrac- 


‘tive sister {Daria Kalinina) whom 
` her New Jersey parents adlore. 


A complete .inability to attract 


, even equally plain youths fuels her 


selfhalred and she sniffs suspi- 
ciougly at lhe entire world. But 
when her sister gels kidnapped, sie. 
seizes (ıe chance to beconıe şonıe- 
oue with the appclite of an avld but 
surprisingly subtle cobra, . .,, 
. Solondz's spitefully accurate d}- 
rection drawg an excellent perfor- 
mance from Matarazzo. The rest of 


. the players are well cast too, draw- 


ing a porirait of family life tliat nlglıt 
well put an eleclioneering politiclan 
into a spin, and a yiew of school life 
that .would have most . educationnl 
establishments closed down. 

, With the film İıovering just this 
side of parody, there's no chance of 
dismissing this comedy too lightly. . 


timing is well honed and the absur- 
dity of fame and fortune is not lost 
on Hanks, But he is too clever to 
mock. These look like real people 
carried towards success by a combi- 
nation of chance and skill until they 
reach that classic point of no return 
„— a beach-party movie that makes. 
‘the Monkees look like geniuses.. 
The point is that onê record isn't 
enough and tension creeps in when 
they hit the downward slope. 
Hanks doesn't always succeed in 
developing his characters — Liv 
Tyler is given little to do as the 


. songwriters girl. But ihe pace is 


brisk enough to forgive lim, and 
the film's fine period design fron 
Victor Kempster and its. ebullient 
.camera-work from Tak Fujimoto fit 
the tone to perfection. . 
The music, too, is all ihe betler 
for being more ' than another 
secondhand soundtrack: it is an 
original score, some of it wrilten by 


Î the versatile Hanks himsêlf. 


It is a fllm (hat is hard lo disllke, 


` even İf it doesn't go deep. It telies 


not on action, but on the Hveliness 
of character and scene-setting. It i& 
good to know that Hollywood, in the 
shape of one of its premier stars, 
can still do simpie things well. ' 
The nice thing about Welcome 


Hanks for the memory 


its leading lights are played down, 
but Hanks could argue that this was 
a more innocent time before the 
world took note of Jimi Hendrix and 
the like. 

The central character is Guy, ex- 
.cellently played by Tom Everett 


'Scolt, who works in his father’s 


' store, but gets the chance to break 
out of the little one-horse town of 


CINEMA 
Derek Malcolm 


T ISN'T difficult to imagine the 
| kind of flm Tom Hanks might put 
peether as a director. It: would: be 
keable, fuent but not menıorably 
Profound — which are precisely the 
allies of That Thing You Do! 


What is surprising, considering this: |. Eyrie when a local drummer breaks 


his arm. He joins ’ Johnathon 
` Schaech, Steve Zahn and Ethan 
. Embry as the One-ders, progress- 


ing from pizza parlours ta baseball 
stadiunıs as their fortunes rişe, 

Its the introduction of Hanks's 
manager that does it, The band be- 
come The Wonders, sımarten then 
selves up, learn how to cope with 
idiot telly-show spots and manufac- 
ture a record that clinıbs up the hit 


parade. Suddenîy, they’re big. 


Their ascent to fame may lave its 
farcical elements, but nothing Is 
played solely for laughs. The scene 
is painted with considerable aplomb 
by Hankş and his team, some of 


. whom have clearly been near this 
. situation themselves. 


The playing is enthusiastic, the 


S @ã debut he wrote as well as :di- 
e i8 its complete professlonal-’ 
nı. There is seldom a moment that 
3 not been carefully calculated. 
€ charm, however, is not fake. 
in 1864, shortly after the 
1 Anedy assassination and before 
yı fining moment in pop culture 
- the Beatles stormed America, 
: lls the tale of a raw rock band, 
nei out of nowhere by a sharp: 
anager, who hit the lıeadlines and. 
En drift back to obscutity. ' 
ا‎ 1S neither a warning of the 
Sof showbiz nor a parodic com- 
: 0 on it. It is more a gentle and 
ie comedy that tells It like it 
I obably was. ‘Perhaps . the 
ا‎ TUgS and corruption of a sub- 
that ras later to kill some of 


these two 
intellige* 
US 1 ard 


al coholic, nol [ 


ek 
Moscow street, waS fAF e he | 


gant than anyone she Pe ln lotê 


plouyzh silhouctlecl against the Ugh i 
These are uncomiurtable paintings, 
awkward ancl clisquieling, cuite dif | 
ferent in tenur firin the tiouunttr ' 
tal, 
paintings uf lle sturlia, 1 
Braque once rentırked that he’ - 
believed he hal never taken a delit | 
ernle action in luis life. Iu his later ' 
years, lhe is nul lhe sanıt person i 
wlio, in 1404, [elt hinıself tû he ikea ` 
mountain climber ropecl lo Piss] ' 
and ascencling unknuwn peaks from 
base camp Cézanne. The Cubist 
projecl, in the hands of its fountler.. 
was never as «(lry ur analylal a. ı 
movement as it ınay sometimes i} 
pear. Rather than being staıtkins bi 
anything else, things close to hand 
— the daily paper, the bollle ol 
beer, the loaf of breacl — stood fir 
themselves, 


often magiMerial rınil dil: 


wilh all lheir ir 
escapable presence. Braqie an 
Picasso painted these things a 
though they were turning ther 


over in the palm of the hand. o - 


wards the end ol his life Brag 
paints thenı as though he were turt: 
ing them over in his ireams. 

A single visit to this exhibitiem 
which runs until April û, is o 
enough. Thert are paintings lerr 
that lodge themselves in the mM 
and refuse to leave. The pleasure“! 
them is not so nıuch in read 
deciphering their overlayed “® 
plex, compound images, bul fz! 
lost in their surfaces, their riy 
melting forms and solid spaces 

Braque enjoyed disrupting : 
viewers, of whonr, first and lorens 
he was the most constant. What he 
wanted to do, even in alt 
surprise himself, and to CoP 
E expeclations of what kind ol 
a painter he thought he Was. 


know what İ clo. He take me 
arms and he said, ‘My poor! N: 


. hii 
poor Natasha!" That 3 all, 1 broke i 
career and maybe his life beck, 


he really loved me.” 


The most striking case iS at | 
Marine Sgt Clayton Lone 


Navaho, and Violetta Seinê. & 


low. The Navaho reservation in Af : 
zona is burnt ochre and أ‎ 


rock, A cactus would co 
Moscow they are skating 
street. Only the irony of € 
could have thrown 
gether, 

The verdict of ã 
expert on their affair |S 


into 


1 ot 
bright. He e "ga KGBe! 


ficer throughout. 
tainly the truth but perhaPs 
whole truth. 1 
On the reservalio 
leased after nine years of 
sentence, said, "J thought $ 


the most beautiful worn yj 


eyer seen İn my fe. 

back then was genuine. 

her. ] forgive her. 
Violetta, swaying 


said, “He was the man 


with and he was the best. 


lê 
If all these girls were al e 


end — so to speak “” 
what real difference i ا‎ 
to the history of the world: 


sentially poetic vision of the world. 
The abjects he painted — bunches 
of brushes, palettes, bottles, carafes, 


tablecloths, jugs, lemons, a man- 
dolin, fisl, a bird, billiard tables, 
balls and cues, scraps of printed 
matter, even the wallpaper-pattern 
— rather than being s30 much stig 
are the co-ordinates of a journey of 
the eye and the brush. 

Braque painted the eye's passage, 
slipping over surfaces and around 
contours, faltering between one 
thing and another, skiltering over 4ã 
vase, losing itself between a table's 
legs, in the reflections in a carafe of 
water. Looking at his paintings, we 
trace our own journey in his world. 

But where we expect, from an 
artists late work, summation and 


cruited,. Germans are good for re- 
cruitment, Americana are not bad 
either. 

“But the worst, the nıost terrible 
target for recruitment, of course, 
are the Dutch. Then the Scandina- 
vians, particularly the Swedes. The 
Danes are also rather bad, But the 
Dutch are atefsl." 

Look, does anyone round here 
know a Dutchinan? Intimately? How 
did you manage thal? 

Col Lubimoy is an expansive 
man. Yards of striped stockbroker 
shirt barely cover his expansive- 
ness. He talks of treachery as if it 
were an amusing hobby for a conge- 
nial chap. 

Honey Trap was about the KGB's 
use of pretty, young women to CoOm- 
proınisê and blackmail foreigners in 
Russia. The baffling thing was that 
anybody could be lying. 

You would like to believe Tatiana 
Okunevskaya, a film star, who still 
retains the ruins of Garboesqıle 
beauty. She said that a KGB agent 
ortclered her to report on her’ affair 
with TUo, She refused, He insisted. 
She resisted. He threatened. “I said, 
‘lithe whole family’s going to be shat, 
go ahead!’ He didn't like me at all." 

Most swallows, as the KGB calls 
them, are mare malleable, ‘The 
words of an unsophisticated giri 
from the country, coerced into en- 
trapping a Japanese diplomat, are 
haunting. “1 cry ‘without stopping 


because it was finished and Î don't 


palette becomes an open-nmouthed 
skull; a table loaded with everyday 
objects becontes a querulous per- 
sonage and the studio is suddenly, 
inexplicably filled with stars. A 
strange bird flies tırough the room 
in many paintings, or perches on an 
easel, or struggles to be born in a 
morass of flecked paint. For Braque 
the studio was a room filled both 
with the familiar and with nıyster- 
les. And when he painted it, itl came 
to resemble what seenıs no more or 
less than the inside of his own head. 
Mostly, Braque was a painter of 
interiors, of still-lifes, the studio and 
the domestic interior, ordinary ob- 
jects and the space around them — 
his paintings are lessons in artistic 
liberty, and in the richness of his es- 


able saucissun on a plate, You could 
ent it: in fact, Here's a slice alreacly 
cut, The painting, Dy way of an appt 
liser’, is offered directly aml plainly. 
After this, things gel cnuplicautcet. 
lute Braque is u cmplicaterl 
ptinler. A fey ınmths younger tlm 
Messen, Brugjue was burn in 1882 
ancl tlie in IW, Ihr late work of 
his piawer of Cubisma — the exlui- 
bitim bujgins in LAL anl includes 
around 5F works produced over tlie 
following 2U years — shows botlı 
his bidiye terest in Cubist sprite 
anl Us conflation with anotlict, 
more persunal upproach to the visi- 
ble and the nat so imınıtdiate world, 

His lale puimMings are frequently 
dense enlanglements of painterly 
nodelliug and schematic, almost 

cartoonish drawing, the clogged 
and the cursory. His armoury in- 
clucled techniques learned from his 
apprenticeship as a decorator — 
wood-graining, paintcornbing and 
staining — as well as {he ımost 
lumpy, curdlled, haplic, even hap- 
hazar painterliness. 

In a painting of a pilcher and skull 
from 1943, the pitcher and parts of 
the background arc not so muclı 
painted as modelled in thick brown 
gouts, like piled up clay, or even 
more like shit. The nearby skull, 
and the cross it seems to be gtin- 
ning at, are thinly, almost skimpily 
painted in. 

Braque rarely left well alone, and 
would repaint, retouch, add and 
amend works even decades after 
he'd apparemly done with therm. 
Man With A Guitar, for example, 
was begun in 1942 and Braque last 
laid a brush to it in 1961. He'd often 
roll paintings up and transport them 
between his Paris studio and his 
house in Normandy, where he 


would rewark thenı. Braque, il is 
clear, painted for his own pleasure. 
“Suulio," the American painter 
Barnett Newman once said, "is 
sanctuary." For Braque, the sludîo 
was at once sancluary and tlıe sub- 
ject of much of his work, from his 
Cubist days until the end of his life. 
He used the workplace as a source 
of imagery, and painted it as the 
space of the imagination. His easels 
and unfinished works, the painter's 
paraphernalla of brushes, paint 
tubes and palettes, the pol plants, 
rugs and other home comforts that 
brighten up the artist's surround- 
ings, appear time and again. 
Sometimes they appear as them- 
selves, while at other moments 4 
mandolin becomes a palette, the 


A good case of builder’s crack 


keep the flies out”) and a hearty 
breakfast ("Black pudding?” “Well, I 
don't like it but they might", They 
talked in turn. “Last night 1 offered 
to cook for them but they wanted to 
go down to the local favern and have 
a bevwy." "I think they ended up hav- 
ing a kebab from that stall by the 
railway.” “They should have stayed 
here and had a proper meal," "Per- 
haps they thought we were going to 
take adivantage of them if they came 
indoors,” 

1 should love to know the cash in- 
volved, On the back of ny neck [I 
seemed to feel the hot breath of the 
Inland Revenue. 

Î would like 1o strike a more ele- 
vatecl note. Of course Î would. But, 
wlıile we're bumping along the bot- 
lom here, can it possibly be true 
what they are saying about the 
Dutch? In The Honcy ‘Trap 
(BBCI) Col Lubimov, formerly of 
the KGB, was listing nations accord- 
ing to their taste for honey. His ex- 
perience of sexual entrapment is 
exlensive, 

Prepare to feel a bit miffed, 

"The British are cold and sober. 
They are not passionate — it's like 
taking a lıot-water bottle to bed. But 
we were very successful with homo- 
sexuals. The Italians are open, very 
passionate — they can be easily pro- 


vokecl. Spaniards are easily ' re-- 


Sometimes it gets him down. 
"Every year you think ‘Ive had 
enough of this game, Il become a 
taxi driver.'” I can certainly see him 
as ataxi driver. 

Gary andl Andy had been building 
Rhona's extension for a year. Rhona 
was nı headmistress. She spoke lev- 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smith 


HERE 1s no spectacle mare 
agreeable, said Confucius, than 
observing un old friend fall from a 
roof top. Though a plummeting 


builder caımes close. elly and clearly as if trying to com- 
Madonna Benjanıiin's The | municate with the lower fourth. She 
Builders Are Coming (Channel 4% § watched from the window. “You 


never get a really nice head- 
mistress, do you?” mused Gary. 
“Gary!” said Rhona. He leaped. “1 
should like lo take you into the loft 
and show you why Tm so angry. 
Shall we go up?" Gary looked like 
an extra required to act slıaımble- 
ancd-nıumble. 

Rhona's efficiency bounced off 
whınt she called "a thick shell which 
protects builders from the truth”. 

Her husband, Jerry, was enjoying 
himself, “Il hesitate to use the word," 
said Rlıona through clenched teeth, 
“but chifdiike. A child playing in a 
sandpiL” Jerry lendlecl to order an- 
other patio when she wasn't looking. 

My personal favourites were 
Della and Jean, two fat ladics fronı 
Farnham. Having run through the 
souihern labour force and found İt 

wanting, they had hired a couple of 
fads from Leeds, offering dilapî- 
tlatecl accommodation {“There are 
cobwebs everywhere!" “Spiders 


was a touchingly funny piece about 
the lads in white vans with the off- 
while underpants tied to their lad- 
ders. “Off me 'ead" is their 
disturbing refrain. (As in “Off me 
‘eatl, you're lalking aboul £12,000,” 

Simon sid: "Everyone slarls off 
beautifully’ buti usually within a week 
or lwo they can" wait to see the 
blvaıly back uf you. We're like psy- 
chialrists, 1 suppose. We're snying 
inime things like do you renlly 
wanl io sll on tle lıyatory pan 
thet?" 

Sharan and Jeremy were silling 
close tagetlıer orı a shrouded sofa. 
Sinıon expertly supervised the re- 
moval of their window ("Give it a 
wigglc"). The cigarette iitaclıed to 
his lower lip bobbed as he spoke. "I 
always tell tlıe clients, especially the 
ladies, ‘At the moment you Link the 
sun shines out of my arse. But at the 

end of it yotr'll be 'ating me." It al- 
ways ’appens,” he added sadly. 


1 


ps ا ا ا‎ 
the challen 2 i rp 

PHO rts o, hile 1 
ings ey 3 1 
“Ip would RE Geuft Cla ب و"‎ 
Against lim, VY Clan, ا‎ 
ARO at Alderahot," TC Lonel, Nie op 


City v Sheffield E 


1 
Fifth round draw: 


Birnl 
Peterborough or Wren Eom 1 


Leicester v Chelsea: ر‎ 
Wimbledon v OPR: ا‎ 
Cheslarfiald v Nattingham Forest: 
Bradford v Sheff Wed: Man Clly 0 
Wallard v Middlesbrough: Arsenal 
ûr Leedls v Portsmouth; Derby v 
B'burn, Coventry ar Woking. Ties to 
be played February 15/18 


3 2 reversible girl, say, reversad 

4 So sure a translation appears il 
reference hook {9) 

ö5 Initially trees, trees initlally (5) 

6 Cad mad about port (9) 

7T Inspira a province with 
teamwork (7) 

B Form of carbon or card (7) 

14 An exceptionally attractive 
person may be met aboarol 

16 Sneaky subject to workar 

17 Red lace made manifast (7) 

18 Salesman going in to shave ancl 
get ready (7) 

20 اا اولاش جات‎ of sea 
ISL Or steam is extraorcdl 

21 Ona of tha leading E I 
in the Big Apple {7} 

23 Gulllless freelance (5) 

24 Like constant cold Jelly (5) 


Last week's solutlon 
P[OITIITPIHIA 
1 Hl SITIO] 
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erclal Printing, Leek, 
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hey won 3-1 in the Premiership in 
October, rifles Don Beet. Their cap- 
tain Dennis Wise commented: 
“Hopefully we can gel a result there 
gain. 

The holders Manchester United 
will again face Lonclon opposition at 
hone in the fifth round if they sur- 
vive their FA Cup fourtlwrounl re- 
play al Wimbledon next week. 
Uniled — wlu lave already 
knocked out Tolculıanı — anıl the 
Dons were pairecl in Sunclay's draw 
wilh QPR. 

Arsenal were given another Higl- 
bury tie, againsl Partsmoutl, if lay 
bent Levels in : furlh-ruund et- 
cinler ot Februiiry +4. 

I Wiking beal Coventry in heir 
lhirdrouncl replay and thet icrnunt 
for Blackburn at Ewood Park they 
will go to Jinı Smith's Derby, Wok- 


Another lO0 nıinutes and Zola, 
untler pressure [ron Wright, played 
a careless pass to Newton, wlio 
could not prevent Collymore gairt- 
ing possession andl striding through 
to increase Liverpool's lead, 

"We had given two sloppy goals 
away," sald Gullit, "so I hal to do 
something clraslic [or the second 
half, ancl it worked.” 

That was something of anı under- 
stalement. Tle effect of Hughes, 
now supporting Vialli with Zola play- 
ing deeper, was imnıecliate. After 51 
mines he brought down a ball 
Irom Clarke and lurnecl under pres- 
sure lo (irive a low slıot past James, 
Two nimutées before {he hour 
Hughes's was the crucial Louch that 
sect up Zola for a glorious lelt-foot 
equaliser. 

Then, three minules past the 
hour Zola insligned a movement 
which saw Putrescus Juss catch 
Liverpool square, Vialli surging 
througlı to slide the ball pasl the ad- 
vancing Jones. Then, with 15 min- 
ules remaining, Vialli's shaven lead 
soared above the defence to glance 
in Chelsea's fourth goal fronı Zola's 
precise free-kick, 

Thus didl Chelsea repeat their 4-2 
viclory over Liverpovol in the third 
round of lhe Cup Lf years earlier, 
For Liverpool (he turnaboul was 
equally renıiniscent of their 43 dc 
feat by Cryulal Palace in tlie 1990 
semi-finals, It was also the first tine 
since August 1904, when {hey were 
beaten 3-2 ut Rlnckburn, Ih Liver 
pool had lost a game afler being [wû 
goals in ronl. 

Chelsea now face a trip to Leices- 
ter City in the fifth round, wiıere 


Cryptic CrFOSSWONQd by Orlando 


22 Pick off carbon paper quantity (5): 
23 Verse can'1 upset a prose e 


) 
25 ADIt of bream, sols or other 
2 (7) 
akg brought lo continent 
Athenlan courtesan (7) % 
27 XI ay 100 (7) 
28 ا‎ a month grass js lald down 


1 Herû found in vehicla and not at 


home {7) . 
2 Ordering a meal Is causing 
.uneasiness (7) 1 
di by WCP Cornnı 


NESE AE 
ا ا‎ 


RKERLNES KESE 
1 


Acrons 


1 Firm agreement (7) 
5 Presumptuous team-member 
(7) 
Q3 Free —in ralative comîort {7} 
10 Chian |s term for some knocked 
back wine (7) 
11 Innocent ailurement for small Iry 


(9) 

12 Muse about weed on top of 
Olympus (5) 

13 Return to render (5} 

15 Like crown? He didn't (9) 

17 Aclion taken about papers 
being blue (8) ا‎ 

19 Puccini herolne caught by ape (5) 
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Football FA Cup Fourth round Chelsea 4 Liverpool 2 


Hughes inspires Chelsea 


Yel the match was surely turned 
around cluring the interval wlıerı 
Ruud Gullit decided to replace 
Minto wih Mark Hıuıghes, whose 
abseuce at the start had been some- 
thing of a mystery. Hughes's perfor- 
mancê had contributed nıuclı to 
Liverpool's 1-0 clefeat on New Year's 
Day in the Premiership. True, he 
hal since been troubled by an ankle 
injury bul Gullit's thinking was tacti- 
cal, not meclical. 

Before Hughes joined the attack 
Chelsea cuuld not hold the ball up 
near goal. Vialli and Zola were 
peripheral figures and Wright, Mat- 
leo and Kvarnıc, Liverpool's new 
Nurwegian cenirc-back, looked im- 
prexnable. 

Hughes, with his slrengllı, tenac- 
iy nnd sleer bloodyniindedness, 
changed all thal. As Liverpool's 
manager Roy Evans admilted after- 
wards: “Mark Hughes forcecl us to 
go (leep. Before he caıne on we 
were defencling on the halfway line, 
Ihe we found ourselves defending 
on the 18-yard line. We dropped off 
30 yarcls and you can't give good 
players that much space.” 

Liverpool lefl Stamford Bridge re- 
grclting their first-lalf leniency on 
Cliclsea, who niight well have been 
fur down by the interval. Bereft of 
Duberry, their (lefence strugglecl. 

Afler 10 minutes McManaınan 
reachecl lhe byline on the left and 
Tawler's heal just missed his cerı- 
ire. Chelsea tailed to intercept a 
suıbséequen cross fron McAteer, 
ANlCManamin miscued the ball bul 
slill il wns nol cleared and finally 
Fowler lurned in a low centre [ronı 
Bjornebye. 


David Lacey 


IVERPOOL, simply could not 
LL live wilh the Clelsea floor 
show at Stamford Bridge on 
Suntlay. Just when they seemecl 10 
have plotter a dislinguished course 
lo the last 16 uf the FA Cup, the 
scripl was lorn from lhcir grasp and 
rewrîten by a Welsh luncl witlı Ital 
in endorsements. 

After scoring lwice in IO minutes 
of the first half, last season's Wenth- 
ley finalists were unclont by three 
Cluwlsea goals in the spuce of 13 
mimules carly in the seconcl, wil a 
fourth to follow, IC till ınatle for miar- 
vellous thealrv md if he compeli- 
tı sees a beer malelı Ihis seison 
wiv um uıly hope thal il will be the 
tiniıl itself. 

Tle England coach Gilensı Hocl- 
dle will lave watched the proceetl- 
igs will mixecl [uclings, Like 
everyone cise he can hurclly have 
failecl lo enjoy the speclacle, but {he 
pirt played by Chelseiu's Azzwrrt in 
wresling {ihe tie from Liverpool 
ufferedl a tlislurbing augury for Eng- 
land's Worll Cup qualifier against 
laly laler lhis month. 

Yor although three Englishmen, 
Barnes, MeNMlanamarn and Rerl- 
kıipp, dominatecl {he miich befure 

| lullime, three Ilaliuıs, Di Matteo, 
Valli and Zola, becurne important 
| inlluences it Ihe secuud. During tlie 
ı tirt 1% minutes Barnes lad revellerl 
' iu Ihe roam Chelsea were preparetl 
tı alowed him, but in ihe secûnd 
half he was allowed far less time and 
| e by Dî Malico, antl this was 
wre Liverponl lust their impres- 
| sive earlier rhytlınn, 


Newcastle United 1 Nottingham Forest 2 


Woan shoots down Magpies 


alice of luck. That wasn't there 
for us,” he said, “Defensively 1 
thought we looked very sound." 

It would be interesting to hear 
how many of tlıe Toon Army 
agreed as they grumbled thelr 
way out of the ground. With 
Gillespie on the bench and 
Ginola wandering infield, 
Newcastle were a side without 
wingers and wits, Barton did get 
forward along the right but 
uaually hit Pearce's back with 
his crosses. However, with the 
game meandering along to the 
hour mark, the slumbering 
tempo not aided by Crossley's 
conspicuous time-wasting, 
Barton tried again and his diago- 
nal centre from deep brought a 
reward, Ferdinand outjumped 
everyone and sent a aimple 
header beyond Crossley, 

Foreat's passing thereafter 
asaıımed a previously unaeert 
urgency, and with only 13 min- 
utes tlıey were rewarded when 
Woan collected the ball 30 yards 
out and tried û apeculative lash. 

It worked spectacularly well, 
hitting firat Gillesple, who had 
replaced Ginoia, and then 
Barton before bobbling its way 
past Hislop. Three mlputes later, 
after another unfortunate inter- 
venllon by Barton, Woan dlicl it 
again, this me driving sumpttu- 
ously from a narrowing angle. 
The ball crashed in off the 
underside of the bar. 
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` Michael Walker 


E YEN though he has said it 
ا‎ only’ twice since joining 

: Newcaslle, Kenny Dalgllsh is 

, Hrobably alrcady' fed up with 

, using (he phrasc “wonder goal" 
, describe a decisive shot from 
1 "member of the opposition. He 


, Suid it agaln on Sunday and once 


more the goal in question mer- 
ted the description, lan Woan's 
80th minute volley matching the 
quality of Matthew Le Tissier's 
strike at The Dell the previous 
week, 

Newcastle were denied a 
league win at Southampton when 
le Tissier pounced iı the last 
minute, and on Sunday Woan’a 
strike knocked them out of the 
FA Cup. The trophy cabinet of 
Newcastle chairman Sir John 
Hall continues to double as an 
echo chamber, 

When Les Ferdinand leapt to 
nnd Newcastle ahead on the 
hour Hall must have Jingled the 
calns in hig packet, but when 
Woun’a deflected cqualiser was 
fullowed by that winner his hand 
Will have lurned Into a fiat. 

lis words with his new man- 
Ager after tis fourth-round exit 
woul lave heen worth hcaring, 
but if Dalglish is worried he ig 
hul showing it. Surprisingly’ he 

ell his Players lacked ood for- 
lune but little else. “Every suc- 
cessful team always needs a 


D Guarcllan Publications Ltd, 1996. Published by Guardian Publications Ld,, 164 Deansgate, Manclıester, M60 2RR, and priııte 


Cricket 


England 
thwarted 


nin 
Mark Baldwin in Auekland 
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EW ZEALAND No 11 : 
Morrison denied England wha 


had seemed to be certain victory iı 


the first Test at Auckland by batting! 
for nearly three ours in support of 


century-maker Nathan Astle, | 


After being down and out al | 
for eight at lunch, still 26 runs short 


of making England bat again, Nes 


Zealand finally ended an astonish, 
ing final day on 248 for nine with 
Astle on 102 and Morrison 14, 

England looked slıallered. [n lhe 
Bulawayo Test before Christmas 
they had failecl by just one run to 
beat Zimbabwe. Now they had been 
left frustrated by their failure lp 
grab one last wicket. 

In 69 Test innings Morrison hid 
scored only 359 runs at an average 
of 7.97. Yet lhe faced exactly ll 
name number of deliveries a8 Asil | 
while the pair put together ther; 
epic 106run stand. And he did sı 
without giving a single chance. 

Morrison afterwards questioned 
England's tactics. "If you wanted to 
be critical then I would say hé 
bowled a bit too short at me. They 
tried to pepper me, but it was sucha 
slow pitch," he said. 

Resuming on 56 for three, New 
Zealand slumped alarmingly i 
Tuesday's opening session. Simon 
Doull hinted al Kiwi resistance 4 
he added 37 with Aatle, bul wht 
Darren Gough bowled lim wilh 3 , 
perfect inswinging yorker it llr ; 
all over at 142 for nine. 

When Astle conıpletedl ist“ 
tury, his third in seven Tests, mî’ 
cover-driven four off Craig Whi. 
Atherton concecled the draw “ill 
seven overs still left to be bowel 
and New Zealand by now 117 run: 
in front. 


New Zealand 290 (Fleming 1%. 
and 248 for 9 (Astla 102); Englené 


1 
521 (Stewart 173, Thorpe 119 | 


@ Part-time spinner Michael Bert 


led Australia to an easy victory ا‎ 
the West Indles in the fourth Test 


Adelaide. Bevan finished with 1 
figures of 10 for 113. He ¥3 
supported by Shane Warne, " 
had a match haul of six for 1I. A 
tralia now have a winning 31 lead in 
the five-Test series, 


Went Indies 130 and 204: 1 
Australla 517 Heyden 125} ٠ 
Australia won by an innings 2" 
183 runs 
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Showered with praise . . . Pete Sampras cools off after beating 
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third set added to Moya's woes and 
by the end he cut rather a dejected 
figure, losing his last service game 
to love to give Sampras the nıatch 
6-2, 63, 63, the most one-sided final 
here since Lendl defeated Miloslav 
Mecir in 1989, 


Carlos Moya in the final at Melbourne 


of those soft, sal groans thal are a 
feature of tennis crowds the world 
over when they are watching a 
favourite player at odds with himself 
or herself and failing to do them- 
selves justice. 

A couple of poor line calls in the 


Tennis Australian Open 


Sampras on song 


this year but victory here will 
surely have encouraged him con- 
siderably, The slow balls and the in- 
tense heat almost simulated clay, 
something the red-court king 
Thomas Muster was quick lo ex- 
ploit by reaching the semi-finals be- 
fore losing to Sampras. 

Sampras usually has at least one 
poor match during any champ 
onship and on this occasion it came 
in the fourth round against Sloya- 
kia's 19-year-old Dominik Hrbaty, of 
whonı nıore is likely to be heard 
this year. Otherwise the world No 1 
offered further proof that he re 
mains the gauge by whiclı all others 
ınust test (hemselves, 

Sundlay’s final was always likely 
to be ane-sided, given that Moya, 
for all his thrilling tennis against 
Boris Becker in the firat round and 
Michael Chang in the semi-final, 
has no experience whatsoever at 

this Grand Slam peak. Sampras 
simply bossed lıim, never allowing 
him to hit more than a dful nf 
thu, auıipIUOUS ‘ground strokes 
that have captivated the Australian 
audiences. 

The centre court crowd desper- 
ately wanted the 20-year-old Moya 
to crackle into life and they cheered 
like mad when a stinging backhand 
winner brought him to break point 
on Sampras's serve. 

This he managed, but thereafter 
Moya's hands were tied as Sampras, 
sensing tlınt his opponent was tiring 
and losing heart, played with total 
authority. There were a great many 


Staphen Bierley in Melbourne 


T WAS perhaps inevitable, once 

Pete Sampras had won his 

second Australian Open with 
consummate ease agains a disap- 
poîintingly ineffectual Carlos Moya 
on Sunday, that thoughts should 
lurn te ihe next Grand Slanı event at 
Roland Garros. 

During the presentation cere 
ınuony Sampras was referred tO as 
the greatest chnmpion of moclern 
times. It was a þrave shlement lo 
make in the land of Rorl Laver but 
perhaps the Rocktt was excluded 
on lhe ground tlıat in his prime he 
only ju srueczed into the open 
ern. 

Only six players since 1908, the 
heginning of open tenais, have 
rcachcd the singles finals of all [our 
Grand Slanı tournaments: Andre 
Agassi and Jim Courler of the 
United States, Laver and Ken 
Rosewall of Australia, Ivan Lendl, 
formerly of Czechoslovakia, and 


Sweden's Stefan Edberg (¥ thasa 
uly La¥têr WOIl the ok. 


Sampras's victory against Moya 
brought his total of Grand Slam 
tilles to nine, leaving Roy Emerson 
(12), Laver (11), Bjorn Borg (11) 
and Bill Tiklen (1O) ahead of him. 
The one title to escape Sampras is 
ihe French, although last year he 
went very close, losing to fhe even- 
tual winner, Russia's Yevgeny Kafe 
nikov, in the semi-final. 

The American refused to digcuss 
his aspirations for Roland Garros 


—-8o: - caplivatingly : selfconfident 


was Hingis that this might have 
been an exhibition match, At 50 
down, Pierce finally held her serve 
and, with the help of a Hingis dou- 
ble fault and two meaty forehands, 
broke the No 4 seed. But such lim- 
ited success was short-lived. 

The second set was tighter. 
Pierce, shrouded in white towels at 
the change-overs, fought as hard as 
she knew, but at 3-2 on the Pierce 


serye. Hingis .Uırce-times demed fer 


the game, 

On one notable point Hingis Im- 
probably retrieved a drop shot, and 
then masterfully volleyed the re- 
turn, Pierce turned to the umpire in 
bewilderment, as if she could not 
believe what Hingis had done. Two 
games later the match was over. At 
16 years three months and 26 days 
Martina Hingis was the Australian 
Open champion — the first Grand 
Slam singles title, no doubt, of many 
to come. 


Football results س‎ 


2, Senhousemulr 2. Lendl ۴ 
Honus 1, Lingston (21-45% 
ey Har miilon (19 37) : ا‎ 


1: Forfar 3. Lea 
Third Divielorl Albion 1 ا‎ : 


. Bay 3 Roos Cony 


Bristol City O Boumemoauth 1; 1 ۴ 
E TD E 


Brenitord O, Man. 
Chatter City 1: CONE LLL 


FA CUP Third Round Penlaya Bolton 6, 
Luton 2: Leeds 1, Crystal O; West 
Ham O, Wrexham 1. 


FA CUP Fourth Round 3 8 
ا‎ 2: Everton 2, Bracilord 3; 
3: Lelceeler 1, 


1, Wimbledon 1: 
Newcasile nlted 1, Nol Foreaî 2; 
Portsmouth 3, Reading O; OPR 3, Barrıstey 2. 


NATIONWIDE LEAN Firat Divielon 
Huccdersilsid 1 


Second Divfslon Blackpool 3, Milwall O; 


I TE 
BBY 4. {arton PAE 


Hingis shows no respect for elders 7 


hair cut short and chic, it was obYi- 
ous Hingis had cast off her tennis 
childhood. She duly defeated Aran- 
txa Sanchez Vicario and Jana 
Novona on the way to her first 
Grand Slam semi-final where she 
lost to Graf 7-5, 63. 

But before the end of last year 
Hingis had won her first two ATP 
titles, at Filderstadt against Anke 
Huber, and al Oakland, whète she 
dismantled Seles 6-2, 6Û. 

On Saturday, the velocity of 
Pierce's ground shots was immedi- 
ately apparent, and she had three 
chances to break in Hingis's open- 
ing service game, That Plerce failed 
was crucial. Immediately Hingis 
began to play like a dream, and in 
the space of the next four games 
Pierce could only manage a mere 
two points, her own serve collaps- 
ing twice. 


Having failed in their previous five 
atfenipiS TO Ufrihe-on 

Wasim Akram gave a captain's per- 
formance in an opening spell that 
left his opponents with only 31 runs 
for the loss of four wickets, 


S UPER Bow! XXXI was a triumph 
for the Green Bay Packers, who 
saw off the challenge of the New 
England Patriots 3521 in New 
Orleans, 6 


NEW era in British athletics 

opened as Linford Christie's 
elghtyearold record for the 200- 
nmietres was broken by Jamie Baulch 
at lhe AAAof England Champlon- 
ships in a time of 20,84 secs, 


Shiv Sharma ls on holliday ' 


only 11 unforced errors, This was 
sublime tennis, for here was inr 
placable mental toughness com- 
bined with fluency and grace. 

When Hingis, who is named after 
Martina Navratilova, hit a forehand 
passing shot for victory, her 39-year- 
old mother and caach, Melanie 
Molitor, leaped from her seat on to 
the court, fell, and eluded a security 
guard as Hingis ran towards her. 
Mother and daughter then em’ 
braced in front of the 15,000 crowd. 

Hingis's metamarphosis from a4 
highly gifted, slightly vulnerable 
youngster to a mabıre Grand Slam 
champion has been astonishingly 
quick. Last April, when she defeated 
Graf in the Italian Open, she was 

still very much the pony-tailed ado- 
lescent competing with the big girls. 

But four months later, when she 
turned up for the US Open with her 


Stephen Bierfey In Melbourne 


ITH a performance of such 

deceptive effortlessneas, so 
much so that it appeared that not a 
trace of tension or nerves ever en- 
tered her bocly or mind from start to 
finish, Switzerland's 16-year-old 
Marltira Hingis on Saturday last 
week became the youngest player 
in the modern era to win a Grand 
Slam singles fitle. 

Her 6-2, 6-2 victory over France's 
Mary Pierce, herself the champion 
here in 1995, was one of supreme 
quality and self-assurance, It had 
been expected that Pierce's supe- 
rior weight of shot. might trouble 
Hingis. Not a bit of it. : 

At one stage in the first set, 
Hingis won 14 consecutive points, 
and in all — in this her very first 
Grand Slam final — she committed 


Sports Dlary Mike KOY 


HE Heineken European Cup 

was won by French club Brive at 
Cardiff Arms Park with a 28-9 defeat 
of Leicester. 


.fFORLD football crowned a new 
king when Ronaldo, the 
Barcelona and Brazillan interna 
tional, was crowred Fifa’s Player of 
the Year. The 20-year-old signed by 
the Catalan club from PSY Elnd- 
hoven for £12 million last sunimer 
beat off the challenge of Liberian 
striker George Weah and Newcastle 
Uniled's Alan Shearer. : 


AIKISTAN secured the World 
Series in Melbourne 2-0 after a 
62-run victory over West Indies, 


Tough fight 
for LOMU 


HE world of rugby was dis 

tracted from events on the fleld 
when All Black wing Jonah Lomu 
announced that he was suffering 
from the serious kidney disorder, 
nephrotic syndrome. The 23-year-old 
star, who faces a six-month pro- 
gramme of treatment, was upbeat 
about lıls chances of resuming his Ine 
ternational career. 'Tve got the best 
doctors on tiie case ancl I never lie 
down and fet anything trımple over 
me, I'd rather miss out six months 
than miss out on a whole Hfetime of 
living.” 
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